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Welcome  
to the winter issue of Brasson Banter 

December again and there’s a lot to look forward to 
– Christmas, mince pies, New Year and cosy nights 

by the fire. But there’s often trepidation about what the 
weather might bring. Will this winter have lots of crisp, 
bright days, months of freezing fog, rain and floods, or 
deep deep snow? A well-known tabloid newspaper has 
recently reported that we’re in for SNOWMAGEDDON, 
and as they predict this every autumn they’re bound to 
get it right one year. Could be this one folks! We at the 
Banter have no idea of course, but we thought we’d 
remind you of some old folklore sayings which claim to 
predict the weather from natural events.

If Holly and Rowan have bountiful berries 
much snow will fall.

When the wind is from the east  
tis neither good for man nor beast.

Swans arriving early at the lake  
bring news of bitter weather.

There have been plenty of berries this year and the 
wind is often from the east, although the bird hide 
volunteers at Carsington have not noticed any swans 
coming early this year – or late come to that. And as 
the Met Office says it’s impossible to predict with any 
accuracy more than a week or two in advance your 
guess is as good as ours. So whatever the weather, we 
wish you peace and goodwill, a joyful Christmas and 
a Happy New Year. And, as the poet said, If winter 
comes, can spring be far behind?



2 Useful contacts

Allotments Darren Rippon 540348

Avon Representative Julie Kirkham 540519

Boules Sue Genders 540242

Brasson Banter Heather Leach 540801 brassonbanter@gmail.com

Brassington FC Jo Wragg 540676

Brownies/Guides June Baldwin 540818

Derbyshire Connect Bus 01335 342951 bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk

Fish/Game Van R.G.Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday)

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 01335 343641 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Local Environment Gp Roger Jackson 540801 rogjackson6@gmail.com

Milk delivery Paul Johnson 01246 861087 /  
07974 527096

Miners Arms Dan & Phil 540222

Neighb’d Watch Sandra Atkinson 540628

Netball Sam Mason 540520

Newspapers Peter-MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com

Over 60s Liz Fargent 540469

Parish Council clerk Lesley Brown brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Peak Advertiser Finn Everest 540959

PCSO 4495 Jo Dales Non-emergency 
number:

101 Address: Ashbourne Enquiry Office, 
Compton Road, Ashbourne, DE6 1BX

Photographic Club Richard Wilson 540214 richard.wilson@w3z.co.uk

Pre-school Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com

PTA (FOBS) Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com

Royal British Legion Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com

Recreation Ground Jo Wragg 540676 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings Sam Mason 540520 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School Liz Moorsom 540212 enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin 540818

St James’ Newsletter Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ Rector Canon David Truby 822858

Tea and Toast Anna McGuire 540924 anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk

Village website www.brassingtonvillage.org

Village Hall bookings Lucy Wilson 540214

Village Hall Fundraising Bee Lucas bee_lucas@yahoo.co.uk

Whist Drive Von Maddocks 540251

Ye Olde Gate Inn Mel and Tony 540448 www.oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).



3What’s on & Events

Regular events:
Mon 5.45pm - 7.15pm Brownies meet in the Village Hall
Mon 7.30pm - 9.00pm Guides meet in the Village Hall
Weds 1.30pm Whist Drive in the RBL,  (fortnightly) 
Weds 7.30pm - 8.30pm Brassington FC training at Wirksworth Leisure Centre
Weds 8.30pm Quiz Night at the Gate
Thur 10.30am - 12 noon Tea & Toast in the RBL, last one 14th Dec (see time change below), 

restarts 4th Jan
Thur 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pilates with Louise in the Village Hall, last one 14th Dec

Diary Dates for December
Fri 1st 2.30pm - 3pm Mobile Library Van outside the School, by the play area 
Sat 2nd 8pm Mark Hayward Live at the Miners Arms
Tue 5th 12noon Over 60’s Christmas Meal at The Mainsail Restaurant, Carsington Water
Tues 5th 7pm Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall
Weds 6th 11am Pre-school Christmas concert
Weds 6th 7.30pm Bingo in the RBL, refreshments served at half time
Thurs 7th 2pm - 4pm Pre-school Christmas Fair
Sat 9th 12noon - 4pm Gift Day in church, soup, mince pies & gallons of tea! All are welcome.
  David Henderson with the St James’ Carol Singers will be singing 

in church at 12noon and again at 1pm. (half hour slots)
  Bridget will be giving a Christmas arrangement 

demonstration at 1.30pm.
Tues 12th 7pm “A Christmas Carol” performance in church, 

Raffle & Festive Refreshments
Thurs 14th 12.30 - 2.30pm Christmas Tea & Toast in the RBL
Weds 13th 2pm Brassington School Christmas play in the Church
Thurs 14th 5.30pm Brassington School Christmas play in the Church
Sat 16th 8pm Carrington Brooks Live at the Miners Arms
Tues 19th 3.10pm Bauble run on Meadow Rise
Tues 19th  Last day of term for Brassington School & Pre-school
Fri 23rd 7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service in church
Sun 24th 6pm Children’s Crib Service in church
Sun 24th 8pm Dave Manhattan Live at the Miners Arms
Sun 24th 11.30pm Midnight Mass in church
Mon 25th 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist in church 
Thurs 28th  Christmas Waste Collection (Grey bin only)
Sun 31st 8pm Dom McGuire, Irish & Folk Music Live at the Miners Arms
Sun 31st  New Year’s Eve Meal & celebrations at the Gate, bookings only

January 2018
Tues 2nd  Term starts at Brassington Pre-school
Tues 2nd 7pm Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall
Weds 3rd  Term starts at Brassington School (Jan 2nd is an inset day)
Thurs 4th 10.30am - 12 Tea & Toast re-starts in the RBL
Thurs 4th  Christmas Waste Collection (Grey bin only)

Please send in details of your event to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page for contact details).

Garden Waste – Collections are suspended for the weeks commencing 25th December & 1st January
Recycle your real Christmas tree: Place it at the edge of your property on your green/recycling day between 
Monday 8th January & Friday 2nd February. Trees no longer than 5ft. Remove decorations and pot. 
You can recycle non-glitter Christmas cards in your blue bin insert or blue bag.



4 St James’ Church

A few years ago a group of us clergy working 
around Derby City Centre sat together wondering 
how we could come up with something original 
to do together in the city as an act of witness 
at Christmas. One of the more creative brethren 
came up with what turned out to be quite an 
innovative idea. “Why not do a Christmas wrap.” 
Get a group of people together on the late night 
openings in town before Christmas, and offer to 
wrap people’s gifts for them free of charge.

Many people were delighted to accept the offer, 
especially the teenage lads who had just bought 
their mum’s present and were a bit worried about 
the mess that they might make in wrapping it.

The Christmas wrap evenings led to a lot of 
spontaneous conversations about what we as 
Christians thought Christmas was about. The most 
fascinating thing was that people could not get 
over the fact that we were doing it for nothing. 
Many expected it to be some sort of fund raising 
effort for the churches. All of them were surprised 
that we were doing it for love. When we were 
asked why we were there, the reply was, “God 
gave us the greatest gift of all at Christmas, and 
at no cost, so why shouldn’t we do something 
free for you?” It was our way of reminding people 
about the true meaning of the celebrations.

If you have time, please do come and join us for 
our Christmas Worship. Our Carol Service is on 
Friday 22nd December at 7.30pm, and I’m looking 
forward to leading that. On Christmas Eve we 
have the traditional Crib Service at 6pm which will 
be led by Lindsay Pearson.

For the first time, this year, we will be celebrating 
Midnight Mass at Brassington. It used to be the 
case that folks from Brassington went along to the 

service at Bradbourne, but a couple of years ago 
Bradbourne replaced their Midnight Service with a 
carol service held earlier in the week.

Given that we have had a number of requests for 
a Midnight Mass at Brassington, we are providing 
one, beginning at 11.30pm. Canon Keith Orford 
will be presiding. If it proves popular, then we will 
certainly hope to hold such a service again in 2018.

We look forward to celebrating the birth of our 
Saviour with you over the Christmas Season.

With my best wishes for a joyful Christmas.

David Truby  
(Rector in the Wirksworth Team Ministry)

The Christmas Present – a precious gift at no charge!

Wirksworth Team Ministry Brassington Parish Newsletter

If anyone new wants to receive the Brassington Parish Newsletter (which comes out all the months 
that the Banter doesn’t!) in 2018, please contact either Sue Genders or Caroline Prince. 
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Calendar of Church Services

Sunday 3rd Eucharist Lindsay Pearson

Sunday 10th Morning Worship Liz Thomas

Sunday 17th Eucharist David Truby

Sunday 7th January Eucharist Lindsay Pearson

Christmas & New Year Services

St James Brassington

Friday 22nd 7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service David Truby

Christmas Eve 6pm Children’s Crib Service Lindsay Pearson

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass Keith Orford

Christmas Day 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist James Francis & Rod Prince

Sunday 31st NO SERVICE all parishes to St Mary’s Wirksworth for Team Eucharist at 10am

Sunday 7th January 9.30am Morning Worship Liz Thomas

St Mary’s Wirksworth

Sunday 3rd 11am Christingle Service Liz Thomas

Sunday 3rd 6pm Advent Carols Lindsay Pearson & Keith Orford

Wednesday 20th 7pm Town Carol Service David Truby

Sunday 31st 10am Team Eucharist David Truby 

Sunday 7th January 6pm Team Epiphany Carols David Truby & Lindsay Pearson

Flowers & Sidesmen

3rd Dec No Flowers Ann Barry 

10th Dec Debbie Wain Audrey Seals 

17th Dec No Flowers Rita Charlton 

24th Dec Ann Barry Brian Barry 

31st Dec No Flowers No Service

7th Jan June Baldwin Brian Barry

A recitation for two voices 
(a new adaptation by Lewis Hancock with Ron Middleton)

The Kirk Ireton Light Program
in association withSt James Church, Brassington 

Present Charles Dickens’

festive drinks served in the interval and a raffle  All proceeds to the 
Church Disability Access Fund

If you are able to donate a Raffle Prize for “A Christmas Carol”  
please contact Jane Smith on 540428.

Tickets: Adults £5 
under 16’s Free

call Ann Barry 540599 or 
Rod Prince (540475)

Tuesday 
12th December 
at 7pm in Church

St James’ Church invites you to the annual 
 GIFT DAY

on Saturday 9th December from 12 noon to 4pm
light refreshments throughout & homemade soup served from 12noon to 2pm

The Church will be open for you to come and look round, stay for a cuppa and a hot mince pie 
or enjoy homemade soup and a roll, light a candle in memory of a loved one, or sit quietly and 

listen to the variety of music from our talented carol singers.

•  Come and listen to the St James’ Carol 
Singers

• See a floral decoration demonstration
• Enjoy the bell ringing, maybe try your hand

• Christmas crafts for children
• Tour of the Church with Rod 
 

Brassington Tea Towels printed in green on 
undyed linen are being sold in aid of  

St James’ Church. You can get one for £5 from 
Anna on 540924 or anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk.

Rod Prince is on placement as part of his ordination 
training and will be assisting at another location 
somewhere in the Diocese, more details to follow 
when he hears where he will be.

St James’ Church invites you to the annual

GIFT DAY
Saturday 9th December – 12 noon to 4pm

light refreshments throughout  
& homemade soup served from 12 noon to 2pm

The Church will be open for you to come and look 
round, stay for a cuppa and a hot mince pie or 
enjoy homemade soup and a roll, light a candle in 
memory of a loved one, or sit quietly and listen to 
the variety of music from our talented carol singers.

• Come and listen to the St James’ Carol Singers
• See a floral decoration demonstration
• Enjoy the bell ringing, maybe try your hand
• Christmas crafts for children
• Tour of the Church with Rod

100 Club winner  October 
No: 6   Wendy Slater



6 ‘Comings and Goings in Brassington 1948-1954’

The North Western Bus Company 
ran a bus at 6.30am returning 
at 6.30pm to take workers to 
“Lea Mills Factory “at Dethick 
and on to Matlock in the week 
and on Saturdays they ran one to 
Wirksworth/ Matlock at 4.30pm. 
Websters of Hognaston had 
25 seater buses and had the 
contracts for school buses as well 
as services to local markets and 
Saturday evenings to the cinema 
at 7.15pm returning at 10.30pm – 
just enough time for the second 
showing and to grab some chips 
for your supper.

On Fridays Websters ran to Derby, 
picking up at all the villages 
on the way which was great 
around Christmas to see all the 
“Big Shops” – Ranbys, Midland 
Drapery. A bus also took workers 
to Tattons underwear factory 
at Ashbourne but this ceased 
in the mid-fifties when the 
factory outsourced its work and 
many women had large sewing 
machines to make underwear in 
their homes, which was collected 
weekly. The Church and the three 
chapels all organised trips to the 
seaside once a year on Websters 
buses which were very popular. 

These buses were a lifeline for 
many villages as very few people 
had their own transport – only a 
bike between them.

Most local men walked to work – 
the railway station at Longcliffe, 
Harboro Brick Company, (Hoben), 
Golconda Mine, (Sibelco), Ben 
Bennets, Longcliffe Quarries 
and Ivonbrook Quarry on the 
Via Gellia. There were quite a 
number of farmers in the Parish 
and most had cart horses until 
the new-fangled tractors arrived. 
The Parish employed its own 
full-time “lengthmen” to keep 
the verges tidy, sweep the roads, 
footpaths and jittys.

There were only a few small 
lorries in the village and the roads 
were very quiet – you could play 
cricket or tennis on the road all 
evening and never see a car. 
Once December appeared we 
were all wishing for snow and 
we were never disappointed 
– so building snowmen, snow 
houses and sledging occupied 
us every day until it went dark. 
Sledges were also used to fetch 
goods from the local shops and 
coal from Longcliffe station yard 
– until in later years the local 
council provided snow ploughs 
to the villages.

A
ldw

ark lane

by Pat Horrocks

t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc



7Parish Council News
Contact the Parish Council:
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Parish Council Meetings are on the first Tuesday  
of every month at 7pm in the Village Hall

There have been some changes on the Parish Council 
recently, so why not drop in to a meeting to support 
the new team? 

The council are grateful to everyone who gives up 
their time to be a councillor, but particular mention 
must be made to John Allsop, who has recently retired 
from his position after a record-breaking 36 years 
of service. John has been a stalwart member of 
the council, and has consistently given his time and 
expertise to a whole range of issues. We wish him a 
well-deserved rest from Parish business. 

Thanks go to the following, who have been welcomed 
on to the council: John Hedger, Hugh Jones and 
Alan Maier. Following the resignation of the Clerk, 
Lesley Brown has been appointed as her replacement, 
and has resigned as a councillor. There is therefore 
a further vacancy for a councillor to be co-opted 
(see notice opposite).

PARISH COUNCIL OF BRASSINGTON

NOTICE OF VACANCY  
IN THE OFFICE OF PARISH COUNCILLOR

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to Section 
87(2) of the Local Government Act 1972 that ONE 
CASUAL VACANCY exists in the office of Councillor for 
Brassington Parish Council.

If anyone is interested in becoming a Parish Councillor 
for Brassington they should declare their interest in 
writing to the Parish Clerk to:

Mrs. L. Brown, Holly Cottage,  
Well Street, Brassington. DE4 4HJ 
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Closing date for applications –  
Friday 15th December 2017

Further information about the work of the Council can 
be obtained by contacting the Clerk 

Signed: L Brown Clerk to the Council

New Village Website
If you have looked at the Brassington Community 
Website recently, you will have noticed that much of 
the information on it is out-of-date and information 
that should be on it isn’t. It is looking rather sad 
and neglected! 

All that is about to change! 

As you read this, a small, dedicated team is working 
away preparing a brand new website. The new 
website is funded by the government’s Transparency 
Fund, which was set up to make sure Parish Councils 
had the opportunity to provide detailed information 
about parish meetings and finance. This information 
will all be easy to access on the new website.

In addition, we would like to make it an interesting 
and functional website for those of us who live in 
the parish, plus those who like to visit us. With this in 
mind, we are looking for:

• People to send information about their community 
group or organisation and keep it up to date

• People to help run the site, develop the content 
and upload material – full training will be provided!

• If you can offer any help at all, please contact 
Philip Buckley on philip.buckley@w3z.co.uk

Watch this space for the launch date!
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Griffins Class Trip to London.
“On the 16th of October 2017 my class and I went 
to the British Museum. We had to be at Cromford 
station for 8:30am, but most of us got there sooner. 
Eventually our train pulled into the station and we all 
piled on. We switched trains at Derby. When we finally 
arrived in London we walked out of St Pancras Staion 
and along Euston road which had three lanes of traffic 
on each side. After a while the British Museum came 
into view. It’s beautiful, just like the Parthenon.”

Evie Hale

“At the British Museum in London we got a lecture on 
mummification. We found out that at around 3000BC 
in Ancient Egypt the Egyptians buried their dead in 
sand. This was a brilliant way to do it because what they 
wanted to do was preserve the bodies. About 1500 years 
later they started burying bodies in pyramids and taking 
out all the internal organs and dehydrating them.”

Toby Everest

Phoenix Class had an exciting morning out on the 
field learning to be Explorers inspired by their new 
class book ‘Shackleton’ which is all about Shackleton’s 
expedition to the Antarctic.

Dragons Class have designed and made a beautiful 
castle for their role play area complete with draw 
bridge and crenellations. they also had a lovely time 
entertaining their grandparents earlier in the term.

iPads for the school
We are very grateful to the Parish Council for 
their contribution to the purchase of a class set of 
iPads. The iPads are due to arrive at school on the 
13th November all loaded up with educational apps. 
We plan to have photographs of them in use for the 
next Brassington Banter.

Brassington Primary School News

Top Rate at The Gate Inn by Andy Peace

Good old fashioned hard work 
has seen Mel and Tony drag the 
kitchen at Brassington’s Olde Gate 
Inne into the 21st century. An 
impromptu inspection by the Food 
Standards Agency in October saw 
the all-important Hygiene Rating 
rise from 1 under the previous 
tenant to a top notch 5 now. 
Brand new wash up facilities in 
the former scullery have freed up 
space in the kitchen itself making 
the whole enterprise much easier 
to keep clean.

The redevelopment is brilliantly 
timed as award winning chef Phil 
Joy takes the reins at the four 
hundred year old pub. The Chester 
native and two time winner of 
Wales Chef of the Year has already 
worked his magic on the menu. 
Innovations include housemade 
beef candles for dipping with meat 
courses, and a ‘posh ploughmans’ 
with pickles and sauces all made 
from scratch on the premises. 
Meanwhile his cake and bread 
baking skills saw The Gate raise 

£525 for the Church Accessibility 
Fund at the coffee morning in 
September.



91st Brassington Guides

We’ve had a busy summer and 
autumn this year. Guides went 
for a week’s camp to Poacher 17 
in Lincoln with 5,000 Scouts and 
Guides from all over the world. 
The activities included a working 
fairground, high ropes, trapeze, 
cycling, ten pin bowling, zorbing, 
and lots of others. We had a 
sub-camp tea party, and a Minions 
closing ceremony with fireworks, 
starring ‘Diversity’. There was 
an international tent, and even 
showers. Guides camped in our new 
tents, and we joined in sub-camp 
games like Volleyball. Everyone 
got at least one craft a day, and 
12 activities, as well as others they 
could queue for like fire walking. 
It was wet and windy but fun.

We did lots of preparing for camp, 
including knotting, camp cooking, 
tent practice and barbecues. We 
made Terramundi money pots, had 
an afternoon sailing at Carsington 
Water, and a Viral attack wide game. 
We also followed Kevin’s trip across 
the USA, making life size totem 
poles, and a gold rush challenge 
building a shelter and making food. 
Our Patrols are just doing Go For 
It challenges on: Junior bake-off; 
Animal Antics; and Random! 

We took 8 Guides to Glenbrook 
at Bamford in October to do the 
Survival Badge – this included 
building a shelter, finding the way 
to places, packing a rucksack, 
and working out what to do in 
an emergency.

We were lucky enough to have 
a grant from the Parish Council 
Wind farm for outdoor activities, 
and from the Big Lottery Fund for 
camping equipment.
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Unexpected Visitors

Brassington on the Wild Side by Chris Johnstone

Walking through Brassington, 
it doesn’t take long to spot 
one of the many bird feeding 
stations provided by residents. 
A well stocked feeder may 
keep garden birds satisfyingly 
fed all year round, but the cast 
of birds enjoying the bounty 
often changes as autumn and 
winter progress, providing a 
great opportunity for those who 
enjoy watching and admiring the 
feathered diners.

The first change that most of 
us will notice is in the volume 
of birds attending our feeders. 
During winter, there are fewer 

insects to eat and the garden 
birds that gorged on caterpillars, 
larvae and other protein-rich 
morsels during summer, are now 
more reliant on the seeds and 
fatty products commonly seen 
at our feeding stations. Unlike 
for humans, fat is not such a bad 
part of the birds’ diet. With the 
main aim through winter being 
simply to survive, fatty food 
sources are perfect for ensuring 
the birds have sufficient energy 
and warmth to survive the colder 
months. As such a reliable source 
of food, it’s no wonder that our 
gardens become like fast food 
stops for hungry birds.

Another change to look out 
for is the types of birds visiting 
our gardens and village. On the 
fields around Brassington, look 
out for flocks of Redwing and 
Fieldfare. These relatives of our 
Song Thrush migrate south from 
Russia, Scandinavia and Iceland 
to escape the coldest weather. 
Feeding on berries and fruit, they 
are especially fond of orchards 
and hedgerows in Autumn 
before they move on to the 
earthworms of more open land 
as the fruit crop dwindles.

Perhaps the most subtle change 
occurs in the bird species we are 
most familiar with. For example, 
did you know that blackbirds 
migrate? Although their sojourn 
might only be as little as tens 
of miles to slightly warmer 
conditions, their former habitat 
(your garden) may quickly become 
occupied by another blackbird, 
itself migrating from a wee bit 
further north. A tell-tale sign of 
a newcomer to your garden is 
heightened wariness. If your once 
bold blackbird now skulks in cover 
before venturing out to collect 
some food, the chances are it’s 
not the same bird you were 
watching through the summer.

A message from the Huttys
Thank you to everyone who has helped and 
supported us through a very difficult time over 
the last few months. Everyone’s kindness and 
generosity has been really humbling and we are 
overwhelmed by the amount of donations that 
Ben has received for his chosen charities. His 

target has been exceeded twice and he is now 
over £6,000. Thank you all so much. We are 
lucky to live in such a wonderful community.

Maria, Nick, Amie and Ben xx

Photo courtesy Chris Johnstone: Juvenile blackbird
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Winter Word Search

Kidz Corner by Amber Arthur

Pre-School News
At the start of this term we were inspected by 
OFSTED. Our overall evaluation was GOOD. The 
inspector was very impressed by the relationship the 
staff have with the children, their parents and each 
other. A good grade is very hard to get nowadays 
with all the changes and strict policies with regards 
to safeguarding. We were absolutely overjoyed 
when, during the feedback, the inspector told the 
management team that we are a very good setting.

The children have been busy this half term making 
harvest soup, carving pumpkins, leaf printing, 
making firework paintings and chocolate apples 
ready for bonfire night.

We have lots of exciting activities planned for the 
lead up to Christmas

Everyone is welcome to attend our Christmas 
concert on Wednesday 6th December at 11am. 
Tickets are on sale at pre-school. Please come along 
to the Christmas Fair on Thursday 7th December 
from 2pm - 4pm. We rely on our fundraising 
events to provide new toys and exciting activities 
for the children.

On Friday 15th December the children and parents are 
going on a magical adventure to the North Pole and 
hope to find Santa at the adventure farm at Burton.

2018 Film Releases
Some  family films to look forward to…

The Incredibles 2 Wreck-it ralph 2 Madagascar 4 Duck Duck Goose Gigantic

chilly
fireplace
frost
hibernate
hot chocolate
migrate
penguin
polar bear
snowflake
snowman
white
winter

F S N O W M A N Y P V W R U E

X I U E I L I G O F I A R H T

U C R C T U O L D N G K L I A

C S E E G I A Z T S O R F B R

C N O N P R H E O M H Q C E G

H M E P B L R W C Y P K M R I

I P D E E K A L F W O N S N M

L O A G T O Q C I Z U C P A U

L R Z A K O C P E I J J D T Z

Y T H O T C H O C O L A T E J
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Brassington Local Environment Group

Local Activities

Brassington Football Club
There is no doubting Brassington 
FC’s stamina but even so, the string 
of victories at the end of season 
which saw the club snatch fourth 
place in the final standings was a 
tremendous achievement. To cap it 
all, Brassington beat Biggin 4-1 in 
the final of the Consolation Cup.

Even more remarkably, this end 
of season success was achieved 
(mostly) without Brassington’s star 
player. Midfielder Ben Cartwright 
was voted best player by both his 
teammates and the supporters at 
the End of Season Presentation 
Evening in October.

At the same time, the manager’s 
trophy went to Captain Karl Allsop 

with the assistant manager singling 
out Ben Ormsby and the Captain’s 
trophy going to Harry Sponage 
Delaney.

Best young player was 16 year old 
Sam Parsisson and outstanding 
goal keeper Linesh Sriparam. Last 
but certainly not least, striker Joe 
Redfern was not just Brassington’s 
top scorer with more than 30 goals 

to his name but also top scorer for 
the entire Summer League.

But for a run of sustained bad 
luck at the start of the season 
Brassington FC would have been 
right up there. The team ended up 
just two wins behind second placed 
Doveridge, and only four behind 
eventual winners Mappleton over 
26 matches. This all bodes extremely 
well for next year, preparations for 
which have started already. Winter 
training kicked off in mid-November 
and continues weekly until the end 
of March. New players are always 
welcome. Join the training sessions 
on the Small Astro at Wirksworth 
Leisure Centre from 7:30-8:30 on 
Wednesday evenings.

Brassington Footpaths Survey
Did you know that there are thirty 
six footpaths and bridleways, all 
rights of way, within the Brassington 
Parish Boundary?

A group of volunteers, co-ordinated 
by the Communications and Local 
Environment Groups, is carrying 
out a survey of these paths over 

the autumn and winter, checking 
signposts, stiles, gates, obstructions, 
etc. The results will be reported 
to the Parish Council and to the 
County Council Rights of Way 
Officer which will make the case 
for any necessary improvements 
and provide useful information for 
residents and visitors.

Over the summer the new 
bench has been installed beside 
the village pond and various 
other improvements have been 
undertaken. The pond is looking 
good, the wildlife is thriving, 
and the group will continue to 
manage and look after it. We’ll 
be organising a litter pick in the 
spring. More details later. New 
members are welcome. Contact: 
rogjackson6@gmail.com. 540801.
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Local lad Phillip Charlton – Farmer and Steel Fabricator.

Farming Today

Sycamore Farm in Brassington, a 100 acre farm 
bought in the early 1950s by Phil’s father and 
grandfather, was primarily a dairy farm milking 
between 35-40 Friesian cows twice daily, plus 
rearing 20-30 younger Friesian cattle into future 
dairy cattle.

After spending well over twenty years working in 
the steel industry, including three at Wilmorton 
College in Derby, Phil was ready for a change, 
and in 1995 he joined his father full time in the 
family business.

In 2003, with milk prices so low, and his father 
being well over the age of retirement, the 
decision to cease dairy farming was taken. Having 
knowledge and experience of the steel industry, 
he decided to combine farming with steel 
fabrication and welding repairs.

Sycamore Farm is now concentrated on sheep 
and beef production, and Phil keeps around 
100 Texel cross sheep – which lamb towards 
the end of March, and 20-30 Limousin and 
Limousin cross suckler cows – which usually 
calve throughout the summer. This work now 
takes approx two thirds of his time, and allows 
him time to put his experience gained prior to 
joining the family farm into steel fabrication 
– specialising in ornamental gates, railings, 
fencing and security grills etc.

He also carries out repairs and alterations for many 
farmers, mainly dairy farms throughout Derbyshire 
and Staffordshire, but in recent years – due to poor 
returns, many farmers have ceased milk production 
so this work is now diminishing. Nowadays most of 
his steelwork is for private customers throughout 
the Peak District, and he has also carried out work 
for Chatsworth Farms and the Peak Park Authority.

DO YOU NEED PLANS DRAWN?

SERVICES INCLUDE

• Site Consultation & Design Advice
• Drawings for: Conversions, Extensions,  

Refurbishments etc.
• Sketch to CAD Drawings
• Planning Advice and Application Submission
• Building Regulations Advice & Submission
• Planning Appeals

Please call: 01629 700487
For a free site consultation.

enquiries@apestates-design.co.uk

www.apestates-design.co.uk
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Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

R.P. GEORGE LTD
Agricultural Merchants, 
Timber & Ironmongers

Agricultural suppliers for over 70 years 
throughout Derbyshire & Staffordshire. 

Please look on our website to see 
our whole range including gates, 
fencing, drainage, water troughs, 
feeding equipment, animal feed, 

pet and poultry products,  
protective clothing, signs, tools etc.

Bramshall Industrial Estate
Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 8TD

TEL: 01889 562017 
FAX: 01889 562245

 info@rpgeorge.co.uk

YE OLDE GATE INN
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed lunchtime except Bank Holidays but open for evening meals
Tuesday - Thursday – Lunchtime 12.00 noon - 3.00pm

Monday - Thursday – Evenings 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12.00 noon - 11.00pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard  540943

Pilates with Louise on Thursday’s from  
6.45pm - 7.45pm in Brassington Village Hall 
and at Peak Village in Rowsley on Friday’s at 
6.30pm. Cost £8. Classes also in Cromford, 
Kirk Ireton and Darley Abbey.  

Louise Patterson  
Body Control Pilates® Qualified Instructor  
Tel: 01629 540498 / 07973 824884  
www.lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk 
fb/lppilatesderbyshire
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Heading

Adverts – for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Old Farmhouse
Furniture

BESPOKE 
KITCHENS

BESPOKE 
BEDROOMS

BESPOKE 
FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
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Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views 
and articles on any interesting 
topic, provided that they are 
not anonymous, libellous or 
offensive. 

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team. 

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
January’s Parish Newsletter is 
Mon 11th December 2017.

Please send or drop items and 
dates to Caroline Prince, Red 
Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion 
in March’s Brasson Banter is 
Thurs 1st February 2018.

To: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or 
drop off at Ivy Bank House, 
Church St.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Anna McGuire 540924
Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317

FLORENTINES &  
CHEESY OLIVE SCONES

Florentines – Makes: 18
Ingredients:
• 50g butter
• 50g demerara sugar
• 50g golden syrup
• 50g plain flour
• 25g red cherries(or glace)
• 50g chopped candied peel
• 50g mixed nuts
• 175g chocolate

Preheat oven to 180ºC / 350F / gas 4. 

Line 3 trays with baking parchment.

Melt butter, sugar and syrup in pan 
and add flour, cherries, candied peel 
and nuts.

Put 6 teaspoons on each sheet and 
bake for 8 - 10 mins. They should be 
golden brown. Put them on a rack 
using a palette knife and let them cool. 

Melt 1/2 chocolate either over hot 
water or in microwave and then stir in 
remaining chocolate until melted.

Allow to cool a little. Then spread a 
little melted chocolate on to the base 
of each Florentine. Allow to set with 
chocolate side up.

Cheesy Olive Scones
Ingredients:
• 225g self raising flour
• Pinch salt
• Half tsp dried English mustard
• 55g butter
• 30g mature cheddar cheese, grated
• 20 olives roughly chopped
• 5floz milk

Heat oven, lightly grease a baking sheet.

Mix together flour, salt and mustard. Rub 
in butter. Add cheese (reserving some to 
sprinkle on top) and olives. Stir in milk to 
make a soft dough and pat to 3/4 inch 
(2 cm) thickness. Cut out scones. Put on 
baking sheet and brush top of scones 
with milk. Sprinkle tops with last bits of 
cheese. Cook for 12 - 15 mins.

Thank you: 

Brasson Banter would like to 
thank our sponsors for 2017:

Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd, 
Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd, 
Sibelco UK and  
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd

Thank you
A huge thank you to all 

the distributors who deliver 
all our newsletters around 

the village and beyond.


