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A Newsletter for Brassington

Autumn 2017 Issue 7

Welcome  
to the autumn issue of Brasson Banter 

Generating electricity from cow dung –  
‘Green Energy’ production

Driving out of Brassington, in the direction of Aldwark, you may 
have spotted a strange silver dome which has recently arisen 
over the countryside at Slipperlow Farm, Longcliffe. Neither an 
alien landing nor a new Millennium dome, this is an innovative 
project established by farmer David Hardy to turn slurry waste 
into ‘Green Energy’. Read more about generating electricity from 
cow dung on page 17.

Brassington Fell Race

Photo courtesy Ben Lumley

See inside for a report on 
Wakes Week and photos



2 Useful contacts

Allotments Darren Rippon 540348

Avon Representative Julie Kirkham 540519

Boules Sue Genders 540242

Brasson Banter Heather Leach 540801 brassonbanter@gmail.com

Brassington FC Jo Wragg 540676

Brownies/Guides June Baldwin 540818

Dial-A-Bus 01335 342951 bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk

Fish/Game Van R.G.Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday)

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 01335 343641 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Local Environment Gp Roger Jackson 540801 rogjackson6@gmail.com

Milk delivery Paul Johnson 01246 861087 /  
07974 527096

Miners Arms Karen Richardson 540222

Neighb’d Watch Sandra Atkinson 540628

Netball Sam Mason 540520

Newspapers Peter-MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com

Over 60s Liz Fargent 540469

Parish Council clerk Christine Sutton brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Peak Advertiser Finn Everest 540959

PCSO 4495 Jo Dales Non-emergency 
number:

101 Address: Ashbourne Enquiry Office, 
Compton Road, Ashbourne, DE6 1BX

Photographic Club Richard Wilson 540214 richard.wilson@w3z.co.uk

Pre-school Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com

PTA (FOBS) Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com

Royal British Legion Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com

Recreation Ground Jo Wragg 540676 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings Sam Mason 540520 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School Liz Moorsom 540212 enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin 540818

St James’ Newsletter Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ Rector Canon David Truby 822858

Tea and Toast Anna McGuire 540924 anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk

Village website www.brassingtonvillage.org

Village Hall bookings Lucy Wilson 540214

Village Hall Fundraising Bee Lucas bee_lucas@yahoo.co.uk

Whist Drive Von Maddocks 540251

Ye Olde Gate Inn Mel and Tony 540448 www.oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).



3What’s on & Events

Regular events:

Mon 5.45pm - 7.15pm Brownies meet in the Village Hall (restarts 18th September)
Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Guides meet in the Village Hall (restarts 18th September)
Weds 1.30pm Whist Drive in the RBL (Fortnightly)
Weds 8.30pm Quiz Night at the Gate
Thurs 10.30am - 12.00 Tea and Toast in the RBL (restarts 14th September)
Thurs 6.30pm - 7.30pm Netball on the MUGA
Thurs 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pilates with Louise in the Village Hall (restarts 7th September)
Fri 7.30pm Bellringing practice in Church

Diary Dates for September

Sun 3rd  Cricket Fun Day on the Rec
Mon 4th  Term starts at Brassington School & Pre-school 
Mon 4th 2.30pm Over 60s Social in the RBL
Tues 5th  7pm Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall
Thur 7th 6pm - 8pm Joules Seconds Sale at Hulland Ward Village Hall. Funds for Brassington FC & 

the Motor Neurone Charity. £5 entry. Contact Jo: 540676 or Kerry: 540667.
Fri 8th 2.30pm - 3pm Mobile Library Van outside the School, by the play area 
Mon 11th 2.30pm Over 60s Bingo in the RBL
Thurs 14th 10.30am Tea and Toast restarts in the RBL
Mon 18th  Brownies & Guides restarts

Looking ahead

Sun 1st October 10am - 4pm Antiques Fair in the Village Hall

Please send in details of your event to  
carrod.prince@btinternet.com  
(or see back page for contact details).

Picture Quiz Answers: 

Squeeze gate 1:  
Hillside Lane

Squeeze gate 2:  
Top of Wirksworth Dale 

Squeeze gate 3:  
Through Smithy Croft Farm  
to Carsington Pasture

Brassington Antiques and 
Collectables Fair

Sunday 1st October 
10am to 4pm

In the Village Hall

For over 30 years  
an annual event

Pop up to see what’s on offer

100 Club winner   July    
No: 9   Christine Williams

Thursday 7th September  
at 6pm-8pm.

Hulland Ward Village Hall 
Dog Lane Ashbourne  
Derbyshire DE6 3EG.

Some of the funds raised will be  
going towards the  

Motor Neurone Charity 

£5 entry. 
Those with tickets  
will be let in first.

Please contact Jo on  
01629 540676  

or Kerry 01629 540667

Wanted

Occasional Farm Stone Wall 
Builder – Hours to suit – 
Please contact David Hardy – 
01629 540266

Aluminium Greenhouse

Free for collection. Frame is 
sound and most of the glass is 
OK but will need some panes. 
Receiver to dismantle and 
collect. Call Terri on 541944



4 Brassington Primary School News

The summer term has been an exciting and busy time for pupils and staff at Brassington School. 

Y6 Test Results 
Congratulations to Year 6 – 100% were at or 
above the expected level in Reading, Writing and 
Maths. We are very proud of the school’s high 
academic standards.

Trips and Visits
In July, a whole school trip to Derby visited a 
mosque and gudwara. We were made very 
welcome and learnt about different customs and 
cultures. Dragons Class finished the term with a 

visit from the Mad Scientist who challenged them 
to jump and stay in the air for 3 seconds while 
introducing them to the idea of gravity.

Sports Day 
In true Brassington spirit we just ran a bit 
faster to avoid getting too wet. The school is 
involved with the Sports Partnership based at 
Anthony Gell and this term Annabelle came out 
as the fastest 60m sprinter in all the Gell schools – 
congratulations to her.

Robin and the Sherwood Hoodies

This was our first major production for a while 
and the school was turned into stage and set 
for three weeks. The universal opinion was 
‘best school play ever.’ It kept us all laughing 
with such lines as ‘I haven’t been so shocked 
since I put my electric blanket on my water bed!’ 
A huge thanks go to the staff who worked 
so hard and to the children for a wonderful 
performance.

Over the Hill to Carsington

On the 7th July the older children walked from Brassington 
to Carsington Water to meet their parents for a picnic and 
give an open air samba drumming concert. It was a lovely 
day with many staff and parent volunteers walking with 
us. I heard many wonderful conversations going on with 
much sharing of knowledge and expertise between adults 
and children about lead mining, nature, fishing and sailing. 
Thanks to all who helped.

Goodbyes

We are sorry to say goodbye to our wonderful year 6 – 
Saphi, Tasha, Oliver and Annabelle and also to Miss Rhodes 
and Mrs Buswell. We look forward to welcoming new pupils 
in September.One by one Griffins Class 

disappeared into the rocks …



5St James’ Church

I don’t think that there can be any other place in 
the United Kingdom which does open air services 
like Brassington! Part of the charm of Wakes 
Week is the challenge of leading a service stood 
on one side of the road while the congregation is 
sat outside the pub across the street, with pints 
etc in hand! This year, I at least got a drink to 
keep me going, and as ever I enjoyed the occasion 
enormously, despite having a huge tractor drive 
past half way through the service! Wakes is one 
of those traditions, copied in some form in most 
villages, which speaks of a sense of community 
and belonging. 

At the centre of most villages is the Parish Church, 
and Wakes begins with the marking of the 
Patronal Festival of, in our case, St James. It is 
said that buildings provide us with a sense of 
place, and certainly the iconic buildings in our 
country immediately tell us of the location. 
The Shard in London, the Liver Building in 

Liverpool, the Castle in Edinburgh. Every village 
is unique, and Brassington has its own iconic 
building, its church. It provides a sense of place 
and is a guardian of its history. It remains a 
place of worship too; all the more reason why 
Wakes is significant. Long may this continue.

The application for an 
aerial in the church 
tower continues to 
progress. If you wish 
to discuss it with me, 
then please call me 
on 01629 822858.

With best wishes

David Truby  
(Team Rector, 
Wirksworth Team 
Ministry)

Calendar of September Church Services – all at 9.30am Flowers & Sidesmen

Sunday 3rd Eucharist David Truby 3rd Audrey Seals Ann Barry

Sunday 10th Morning Worship Keith Orford 10th No Flowers Audrey Seals

Sunday 17th BCP Eucharist Kara Werner & Rod Prince 17th Debbie Wain Rita Charlton

Sunday 24th Eucharist Martin Hulbert 24th No Flowers Barbara Paine

September Church Key Rota

4th Angie Woolley; 11th Pat Horrocks; 18th Jane Smith; 25th Phil Bateman

Food Bank

Please bring contributions to the 
Church, particularly canned food 
and dried goods.

Weekly collections are made by 
‘The Jigsaw Project’ – a food 
collection point in Matlock run 
by the Church in the Peak, and 
all donated food goes to needy 
families in rural communities.

Church Access Improvement Scheme

There are movements afoot 
to make the access to Church 
easier for both ambulant 
and disabled persons, and 
particularly wheelchairs.

This will involve re-laying the 
paths and steps, and will of 
course cost quite a bit. The 
current estimates are in the 

region of £16,000, so if any of 
you know of anyone who can 
assist with materials, or if you 
see a fund-raiser for this project, 
then please help! Call Ann Barry 
on 540599.



6 Parish Council Report

Wind Farm Money

This year the Parish Council had an increased 
amount of wind farm money to allocate. 
This comprised £6,000 from Longcliffe 
(amounts for this year and last year) plus 
£4,223 from Carsington, and £1,362 left over 
from last year. This meant that all the groups 
which applied for funding had their request at 
least partially met. The details are listed below. 

Organisations are reminded that the money 
should be spent within twelve months of receipt, 
and only spent on the item it was requested for. 
A copy of all the applications will be found in the 
Public Information folder on the village website.

Contact the Parish Council:
brassingtonclerk@googlemail.com

Organisation What is the grant for Amount 

Guides and Brownies Various activities and materials £1,285

Recreation Ground Portacabin maintenance £1,000

Village Hall Electrical upgrade £1,850

Over 60s Visits and speakers £100

Friends of Forces Ladies Committee Hand rail for footpath outside the RBL £3,000

Church Heating £1,350

Primary School Ipads £3,000

Parish Council Vacancy 

If you are interested, please contact the clerk for 
information.

Introducing the new Clerk to the Parish Council: Christine Sutton

Having recently taken over as Brassington’s Parish 
Clerk and Responsible Financial Officer, I deal 
with the Council’s administration, in addition to 
monitoring and recording its expenditure. I also 
teach for Derbyshire Adult Community Education 
Service. I have just completed a photography 
degree and am presently setting up a small pet 
photography studio.

I don’t live in Brassington itself, but have resided 
in Derbyshire all my life. I am married with two 
children and various animals. I enjoy walking or 
riding in the local stunning countryside.
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Village Pond

Over the summer, the volunteers from the Local 
Environment Group have continued to work to 
improve the Village Pond and the frogs, newts 
and other wildlife which live there have been very 
grateful! One recent Saturday we installed a new 
reinforcing wall, made of ready mixed concrete, 
to help reduce water leakage from the Pond 
and preserve it as open water. Hopefully, by the 
time you read this, other improvements will have 
happened, including a new bench for people to sit 
and enjoy the Pond’s surroundings. Many thanks 
to Hoben International for giving a welcome 
donation, Peter and Robert Carson of Longcliffe 
Dale Farm for digging out the Pond, Mick Harrison 
of Aldwark, who dug the trench for the wall, 
Paul and Stephen Horrobin of Mighty Mix Ltd., 
who supplied the concrete, and R.P. George Ltd, 
for donating the bench.

Parish Council Report

Playground

Led by the indomitable Phil Bateman, a small team 
of volunteers painted the playground. If you have 
ever dropped by on a sunny day after school, you 
will realise what an important focal point of parish 
life the playground is. The Parish Council carries out 
regular risk assessments, and keeps it in a safe state.

It saves money when volunteers are prepared 
to give up time and effort for tasks such as 
repainting – and more importantly all the tedious 
wire-brushing needed to get it ready! Thanks 
go to: Phil and Bridget Bateman, Marcus Field, 
Richard Wilson, Rob and Simon Gough.

Village Improvements

Derbyshire Connect Bus Service: Update

This pilot scheme is now to operate for an 
extra hour at the end of each day, from 
7am to 7pm Monday to Friday and 8am 
to 7pm on Saturdays. In June, passengers 
made 1,018 journeys. Please help to 
ensure the future viability of the service by 
booking a trip! Tel: 01335 342951 or email: 
bookings@derbyshireconnect.org

BEFORE AFTER



8 Wakes Week Report by Terri Barron

Wakes Week 2017 kicked off this year with the Open 
Air Service wonderfully accompanied by the BMW 
Brass Band. The weather held out thankfully. Service 
goers popped in and out of the new look Miners Arms 
(which looks fantastic!) for light refreshments.

Monday saw this year’s Children’s Sports held 
successfully on the school field. The children were split 
into two teams of mixed ages with two of the eldest 
kids (Fraser and Joe) as team captains. This year’s 
races included the usual egg and spoon, sack race, 
three-legged, Velcro ball target throw and hobby horse 
steeple chase. It ended quite spectacularly with the 
obstacle race. The games were declared a draw and 
medals, sweets and biscuits were given to all. This year’s 
sports were funded and organised by Angie Woolley, 
June Baldwin and Terri Barron and were a free event 
for fun!

Tuesday was time for the Car Treasure Hunt with cars 
lined up at the start on Greenway. The course was 
set by last year’s winners Holly Ballard, Ellie Jack and 
Sam Clayton and finished at the Miners Arms for a BBQ 
and prize giving. The winners of the twenty strong field 
were Nicola Genders, Jamie Jack and Adam Ballard who 
will set the course for 2018.

Whist on Wednesday! This was organised by Ann Barry 
and well attended. The stalwart players in the village 
remind me that they are always happy to show new 
players the ropes. They meet regularly at the RBL and 
would be happy to welcome new players of any age or 
ability. The winners this year were Jan Meads (ladies), 
Mel Cachard (mens) and Marguerite of Ashbourne 
(booby).

There was a lot happening on Thursday, with the 
Fell Race organised as usual by Martin Dowson and 
helpers and the Family Boules and raffle organised by 
Sue Genders and a BBQ organised by Angie Woolley, 
Terri Barron and Mark Ryder flipping burgers like a 
demon!

There were 145 entrants (a record number) for the 
Fell Race, with Harry Holmes of Wirksworth coming 
in first and setting a new course record of 27 minutes 
and 28 seconds (Harry broke the previous record 
of 28 minutes set in 2012 by Joel Stevens, also of 

Wirksworth). First female runner back was Ruth Keeley 
of Belper in 36 minutes and 8 seconds. First veteran 40+ 
back Gareth Briggs in 31 minutes and 3 seconds and the 
winning junior was our very own Villager Finn Everest 
in 35 minutes and 56 seconds. The first adult male and 
female villagers back were John Johnston in 31 minutes 
and 23 seconds and Anna Johnson in 44 minutes and 
44 seconds.

The Family Boules began prior to the start of the Fell 
Race with a break to see off the runners and then again 
to cheer them back in. A sudden deluge didn’t halt play 
and in true brasson spirit we carried on regardless. The 
runners up for the adults this year were Jean Gerrard, 
Jan and Keith Meads. Just pipping them at the post were 
this year’s winners Bill Carr, Bill Fargent and Roy Smith. 
Winners of the children’s boules were Austin and Isaac 
Oldfield and Ezara Yeomans.

Friday Night was Quiz Night. A good turnout considering 
the horrid weather conditions and ten teams made for 
a lively atmosphere. This year’s quiz was arranged and 
set by last year’s winners Andrea Brittan, Steve Parry, 
Tim Goodwin and Anna McGuire with rounds including 
famous musical faces picture round, general knowledge 
and music from adverts. The brainbox winners this year 
with the honour/ headache of setting next year’s quiz are 
Marcus and Niki Field, Andrew and Julie Hartley.

Sunday came along with some sunshine thankfully. Ending 
this year’s Wakes Week was the Jumble Trail organised 
by Karen Pope. There were 20+ stalls this year spread 
throughout the village. Along with the stacks of bargains 
there were also ice creams at Val’s, tea and biscuits by 
Gaynor for the RBL funds, Derbyshire breakfasts by Angie 
for Village Hall funds and Cakes for Pre-School on Council 
Square. Sue Genders also had a stall with a 100 squares 
sweepstake in aid of Chernobyl Children.

The Wakes and Village Hall committees would like to 
thank everyone for all their hard work organising this 
year’s events with special thanks to the Miners Arms for 
organising the post Car Treasure Hunt BBQ and to the 
Ye Olde Gate Inn for allowing us to have the Fell Race, 
Family Boules and BBQ. It’s much appreciated!

Thank you also to everyone attending and supporting all 
of this year’s events!



9Wakes – Children’s Sports

Top row (sack race): Isaac Oldfield, Austin Oldfield, Lilli Barron, Iris Waring
Middle row (steeple chase): Fergus Patterson, Jesse Jack, Daniel Glithero
Bottom row: Daphne Waring & Maia Patterson (three-legged race), Delilah Waring & Jessica Glithero (three-legged race),  
Lilli Barron & Maia Patterson (obstacle race)



10 Wakes – Family Boules

Top left: The weather was a challenge at first but finally the rain stopped and we had a beautiful rainbow
Middle centre: The runners up in the children’s boules – Jessica and Daniel Glithero and Oliver Mason
Middle right: The winning children’s team – Isaac and Austin Oldfield and Ezara Yeomans



11Wakes – Fell Race

Top right: Harry Holmes 2017 Fell Race winner (photo courtesy Ben Lumley)
Middle row: Winners – John Johnston (1st local male), Finn Everest (1st Junior), Anna Johnson (1st local female)
Bottom row: Local talent! – Richard Finnigan, Charlie Hampson, Hannah Waring



12 Wakes – Open Air Service

Middle right: Sarah Fellowes, the new musical director of the BMW band
Bottom left: A local farmer passing through!
Bottom right: Jenny Jack receiving a bouquet for all her hard work over the years for the village.
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Autumn Activity

Brassington on the Wild Side by Chris Johnstone

Autumn is typically a time for stocking up in the 
natural world. As the hardest time of year for 
wildlife approaches, most animals are trying to 
build up stores to see them through the winter. 
For Red Deer, it’s quite the opposite!

During October, stags compete in the testosterone 
fuelled mating season known as the rut. The 
best stags will prove their dominance and secure 
mating rights with a harem of hinds. The resulting 
fawns will be born after an eight month gestation 

period, just in time to make the most of summer.

If you’re adventurous and prepared to get up 
early, you can witness the primal performance 
of the rut in the moorlands of the White Peak 
and Dark Peak around Big Moor. Its population 
of Red Deer stags will soon be limbering up for 
another energetic autumn.

To find out more about where to see Red Deer near 
Brassington, visit www.visit-eastern-moors.org.uk

Photo courtesy Chris Johnstone: Deer at Big Moor just north west of Curbar, 16th October 2016

The British Legion gets a new roof!

Brassington Friends of Forces Ladies Committee 
started a campaign in April 2015 to raise 
funds for a new roof. We held many fund 
raising events and received donations from 
local companies, Longcliffe Quarries and The 
Exton Trust each giving £8,000 towards the 
campaign. The total cost of the works was just 
over £36,000. The RBL was officially opened 
on 9th July by Robert Shields, President of 
Derbyshire RBL and owner of Longcliffe Quarries 
Ltd and Lewis Rose, Trustee of the Exton Trust. 
The Ladies Committee would like to thank 
everyone who donated to the appeal and also 
those who attended the opening which was 

a very successful day. The RBL is now available 
for hire. Please contact the Lettings Secretary 
Liz Fargent on 01629 540 469.



14 Miners Arms

t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

Six months into the new 
management at the Miners and 
it’s looking great. We interviewed 
the landlady, Karen Richardson, 
to find out how things are going.

Where are you up to with the 
refurbishment?
Karen: We’ve done everything 
we said we’d do, and more. 
Marston’s chose the colours and 
I think they look great, keeping 
a traditional style, updated to a 
more modern look. We’ve also 
put in a new carpet, furniture 
and stoves. Our new website will 
be up and running soon but you 
can find us on Facebook now.

What about the food?
We’ve got a new chef, Joy, a 
very talented lady. The dining 
area looks fresh and inviting 
and we’ve got a new menu 
at reasonable prices. We’re 
very busy for meals, even on 
weekdays, so it’s a good idea 
to book in advance. We’re also 
open for tea, coffee and cake.

And the beer?
Still Marston’s of course, cask, 
real ales, guest beers, and 
some new products, including 
Strongbow Dark Fruits, 
Caws Light, Carling, Thatchers, 
St Miguel.

So far, so good!
And entertainment?
There’s a new television with all 
Sky Sports, BT Sports, pool table, 
juke box etc. And we’re planning 
more live events in the future so 
watch this space!

Now that the vending 
machine has gone, will there 
be something to replace it?
Milk, bread and eggs are available 
in the pub now and we’re going 
to put a machine on the outside 
wall of the pub for milk and 
hopefully other basics.

Could a shop be on the cards?
Maybe. Watch this space again!
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Brassfest

“The organisers of Brassfest would 
just like to thank the village for their 
support for this year’s event on the 
5th of August. Hopefully all who 
attended had a good time. A bucket 
collection on the day raised £415 
for The Teenage Cancer Trust.”

How are you settling into 
Brassington, Karen?
It’s been a big change but the 
vast majority of people have been 
warm and welcoming and I’ve had 
lots of support. The Miners now 
needs to get back into the heart 
of Brassington where it belongs, 
to become a real community pub 
again. Come along to support us 
and you’ll be made very welcome!

Opening Hours
We are open for the summer 
months from 12 until 11, 7 days 
a week. Food is served everyday 
from 12 - 3 then 5 - 9 (Monday 
to Saturday), Sunday’s 12 - 5.
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Trophy at the end of July. At the time of writing, 
Brassington looks on course to finish the season 
in fifth place out of fourteen teams in the league.

Football

It’s a tough game, Summer League Football. 
Not just because of argy bargy on the pitch and 
the weather, but also because of the relentless 
schedule. Between mid-April and mid-August 
Brassington Football Club plays twice a week, 
normally on Mondays and Thursdays with the 
kick off at 7pm. It’s a big commitment from the 
players. Inevitably they can’t all make every match 
which hands a natural advantage to the bigger 
teams with more players to call on. Nevertheless, 
Brassington have distinguished themselves this 
season with their never give up attitude and 
fitness. Other teams may field a few beer bellies 
but not us. Sheer energy propelled the team to 
the semi-final of the Wayne Tabbard Memorial 

THE 100 CLUB

No, you don’t have to be 100 to join! You simply 
have to choose a number between 1 and 100, 
which hasn’t already been chosen, subscribe 
£12.00/year, and if your number is drawn in any 
month you win £20.00! Any surplus of funds left 
at the end of the year are given to the Church.

If you think you would like to take part just let 
Ann Barry, tel 540599, or any PCC member, 
know and we will sort you out. This is a really 
good way of helping the Church and you get 
something back.

View from the sidelines



17Agriculture

JUNK MAIL

Would you like to control the endless junk mail 
that lands on your doormat, save some trees in 
the process and help out Pete the Postie? It’s 
easy, just contact Royal Mail Customer Services 

and fill in a form on line or have one sent out. 
It only takes a moment and what an impact 
Brassington could have if we said no to junk mail! 
Chrissie Tiedeman

Slipperlow Farm, which has been in the Hardy 
family for five generations, is now run jointly by 
David, son Phillip and grandson Matthew. It has 
always been a dairy farm and currently produces 
milk from over 400 cows which, of course, leads 
to a lot of slurry waste, so it makes a great deal 
of sense to find a way to turn that waste into 
green energy. The rising costs of farm energy, 
the changing face of UK agriculture and political 
uncertainty, meant there was a strong need to 
ensure a stable income for the family business 
going into the future.

So in 2016 the innovative ‘Anaerobic Digestion 
Unit’ was established. The slurry waste from the 
cattle is pumped into a domed tank (the digester), 
where it is stirred and heated (with its own 
power) to produce gas. When separated by the 
stirring and heating, the gas rises to the top of the 
digester. From here it is pumped through a carbon 
filter directly to a gas engine to produce energy in 
the form of heat (hot water) and electricity. Then 
in turn, the hot water from the engine is used to 
heat up the slurry in the digester, maintaining the 
temperature at a constant 40°C. The electricity 
generated is used on the farm, with any excess 
being sold into the National Grid.

After the gas extraction, the slurry (digestate) is 
pumped into the holding lagoon and applied to 
the land, at the appropriate time, as an enhanced 
green fertiliser which is a further cost saving. 
Another advantage is that the aroma, when 
spreading, is greatly reduced, a benefit, as David 
points out, for the farm’s neighbours! Trees have 
now been planted to screen both the digestion 
unit and the lagoon pit.

Generating electricity from cow dung – ‘Green Energy’ production



18 Adverts – for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

R.P. GEORGE LTD
Agricultural Merchants, 
Timber & Ironmongers

Agricultural suppliers for over 70 years 
throughout Derbyshire & Staffordshire. 

Please look on our website to see 
our whole range including gates, 
fencing, drainage, water troughs, 
feeding equipment, animal feed, 

pet and poultry products,  
protective clothing, signs, tools etc.

Bramshall Industrial Estate
Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 8TD

TEL: 01889 562017 
FAX: 01889 562245

 info@rpgeorge.co.uk

YE OLDE GATE INN
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed lunchtime except Bank Holidays but open for evening meals
Tuesday - Thursday – Lunchtime 12.00 noon - 3.00pm

Monday - Thursday – Evenings 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12.00 noon - 11.00pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard  540943

Body Control Pilates® Matwork Classes - Autumn 2017

Monday: Kirk Ireton Village Hall, 9.30am (intermediate)
10.45am (beginner/improver)
Wednesday: Cromford Mill, 9.30am (beginner/improver)
Thursday: Brassington Village Hall, 6.45pm 
(beginner/improver)
Friday: Body In Mind Studios, Darley Abbey, 10am
Friday: Friends Meeting House, Bakewell, 6.30pm 
(beginner/improver)

Thursdays from 6.45pm - 7.45pm in Village Hall, £8. 
Autumn Term classes resume in Brassington on Thurs 7th September 
with a 7 week block to Thurs 19th October, cost is £56.

Contact Louise: 07973 824 884 / 01629 540 498
info@lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk
fb/lppilatesderbyshire
One to one sessions and small group classes available upon request.

www.lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk
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Heading

Adverts – for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Old Farmhouse
Furniture

BESPOKE 
KITCHENS

BESPOKE 
BEDROOMS

BESPOKE 
FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
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Picture Quiz
Where are these squeeze gates?
Answers on page 3

The Back Page

Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views 
and articles on any interesting 
topic, provided that they are 
not anonymous, libellous or 
offensive. 

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team. 

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
October’s Parish Newsletter is 
Mon 18th September 2017.

Please send or drop items and 
dates to Caroline Prince, Red 
Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
December’s Brasson Banter is 
Wed 1st November 2017.

To: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or 
drop off at Ivy Bank House, 
Church St.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Anna McGuire 540924
Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317

Thank you: 

Brasson Banter would like to 
thank our sponsors for 2017:

Longcliffe Quarries Ltd  
& Sibelco UK  
& Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd

Blackberry Muffins
Makes: 12 muffins

Ingredients:
• 240ml milk
• 1 egg
• 3 tablespoons melted butter
• 1 teaspoon vanilla extract
• 250g plain flour
• 80g oats
• 225g dark brown sugar
• 1 1/2 teaspoons baking powder
• 1/2 teaspoon bicarbonate of soda
• 1/2 teaspoon mixed spice
• 1/2 teaspoon salt
• 200g blackberries
• 50g muscovado sugar

1) Heat an oven to 200 C. Line a 
muffin tin with paper cases.

2) Whisk the milk, egg, butter and 
vanilla extract together.

3) Separately, mix the flour, oats, 
brown sugar, baking powder, 
bicarbonate of soda, mixed spice 
and salt in a bowl. Pour in the 
egg mixture. Stir and then mix 
in blackberries. Put the mixture 
into the paper cases and sprinkle 
muscovado sugar on top of each 
muffin.

4) Bake until a skewer comes out 
clean, about 20 minutes. Cool in the 
tin for 10 minutes and then cool on 
a wire rack.

1

2

3


