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John Constable found his inspiration 
from the area surrounding his 
home, The Dedham Vale, and 
famously said “I should paint my 
own places best”. 

The same is true for our own local 
professional, landscape artist, 
Roger Allen. For Roger finds the 
inspiration for his stunning paintings 
in the drama of the landscapes that 
surround Brassington.

Originally from Harpenden, Roger 
knew he wanted to be an artist 
from the age of eight. Having 
studied art and qualified as a 
teacher, Roger spent many years 
transferring his skills to his students 
before heading north and finding 
himself living in the tranquil setting 
of Hoe Grange. Twenty years later, 
he continues to find inspiration from 
the dramatic Derbyshire landscape 
that is his canvas.

Roger Allen
‘On the edge’ – Roger Allen

continued on next page

ROCK HARD BRASSON –
HOPTON WOOD STONE 10-11

Wishing all our readers a very  
Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year



2 Roger Allen

Roger finds that the variety of 
landscapes around Brassington 
provides him with an abundance of 
opportunities to capture the true spirit 
of the Derbyshire countryside. It is this 
variety that has kept Roger here for so 
long, from the natural randomness of 
grazing land to the highly manicured 
parklands and lawns of Derbyshire’s 
many stately homes. Whilst Roger 
enjoys painting throughout the 
Dales, his favourite places are the 
Dark Peak and Dovedale. Both, 
he says, are dramatic landscapes 
offering diverse canvasses of the Peak 
cuts its majestic way through the 
limestone and everything in between, 
provides Roger with his inspiration.

Roger believes in painting the full 
and real landscape rather than 
some picture postcard imagined 
idylle. Many of his landscapes will 
include the livestock that populates 
the countryside around us; the 
determined stare of the sheep in ‘On 
The Edge’ to the contentment of the 
‘Winter Cattle Yard’, highlighting 
the stark realities of farming in the 
Dales. Though Roger is not averse 
to capturing other aspects of our 
stunning landscape, including the sun 
rising over Carsington Water, or the 
quirkiness of a Wirksworth side street.

Roger has had his work displayed 
twice at the Summer Exhibition at the 
Royal Academy and is a member of 
the Royal Watercolour Society. He has 
appeared in the Sunday Times and is a 
frequent contributor to the Derbyshire 
Open Art Exhibition held at Buxton, 
where one of his works is part of the 
permanent collection. Roger displays 
at the Cromford Gallery and has his 
own website (www.rogerallen.co.uk). 
Roger can even be found in one of 
our local pubs! Ye Olde Gate has 
many of Roger’s prints on display, 
and for sale, making Christmas 
shopping a very enjoyable experience. 

continued from previous page



3Alpaca Walking Experience

Alpacas? One of the questions I am 
asked the most is ‘why alpacas?. 
My response is usually ‘why not 
alpacas’? I find that when people 
think of alpacas they have a very 
fluffy, cute, and cuddly image. 
Other people tell me that they 
know that they originate from 
South America but know very little 
else about the animals. However, 
alpacas are a part of the camelid 
family and they’re extremely 
inquisitive, friendly, calming and 
very therapeutic. From the feedback 
we receive, most people who 
come to walk our alpacas are 
intrigued by these adorable animals 
and go away feeling de-stressed, 
relaxed, and happy, so a bonus 
for the good old mental health.

A brief background: Always up for 
a challenge and a new project, back 
in November 2019, we decided to 
offer an added extra for our holiday 
guests and the general public, so 
we bought 8 male alpacas and set 
up ‘Alpacas at Carsington’ Alpaca 
Walking Experiences. We were busy 
but then COVID changed our world 
in 2020 and we had no choice but 
to close our self-catering cottages 
and the alpaca walking experiences. 

Lockdowns brought a lot of time to 
think and reflect, and we decided 
to set up ‘Rustic Retreats’ as the 
business name and developed our 
website www.rustic-retreats.uk. 
However, there is life after COVID 
thankfully, and 2021 has brought 
us our busiest year yet! We had 
a fantastic sign designed by local 
man Jo Beach at Meadow Signs & 
Graphics and it was put at the end 
of our drive to advertise the Alpaca 
Walking Experiences. As soon as the 
sign was erected, we had lots more 
interest from locals and tourists alike. 

We have 3 self-catering holiday 
properties all with their own private 
hot tub, 2 of which are situated 
at Owslow Farm where we reside, 
and Jacks Cottage in Brassington. 
Alpaca walking has become a very 
popular activity internationally. We 
recently decided we needed more 
help to keep up with demand. 
We were extremely lucky to find 
Christine Sutton of Windley. 
She is a trained teacher, and she 
also has her own alpacas and is 
extremely knowledgeable regarding 
Camelids. She leads all the alpaca 
walks around our land at Owslow 
Farm, highlighting the picturesque 

Peak District, and will answer any 
questions. We’ve recently created 
customised and personalised 
clothing with the ‘Alpacas at 
Carsington’ logo, and these can be 
purchased from our website soon.

Alpaca Walking Experience
by Natalie and Andrew Oldfield



4 St James’ Church

Brassington Church Services will continue with a Communion service on the first Sunday of the 
month and Morning Prayer led by June Baldwin on the third Sunday of the month. 

Church Services Flowers

Sun 5 Dec 9.30am Communion Service with Rod Prince June & Wendy

Fri 17 Dec 7pm Candlelit Carols with Rod Prince ALL

Sun 19 Dec 9.30am Morning Prayer with June Baldwin

Fri 24 Dec 6pm Crib Service for all the Family with Rod Prince

Fri 24 Dec 11.30pm Midnight Communion with Rod Prince

Sat 25 Dec 9.30am Christmas Day Communion with Bob Rhodes

Sun 26 Dec 10am St Stephen’s Day Team Communion Service at St Mary’s

Daily Zoom services will continue for the time being, with 9am Morning Prayer and 5pm  
Evening Prayer as well as the weekly Zoom online Team Service at 9.30am every Sunday

To join online: Go to this link and follow instructions on your screen: https://zoom.us/j/2732241372 

100 Club Winner: December No: 7 – Sam McCloed

St James’ Church
“All I want for Christmas is my two 
front teeth!” – So began a song 
which my grandmother taught 
me many years ago. I guess that 
as one grows older, the memories 
of previous Christmas celebrations 
inform the way that we observe the 
latest one.

For various reasons it looks as though, 
this year, Stella and I will be on our 
own on Christmas Day. The family 
are all doing other things. A new 
baby is due for Alice, our daughter-
in-law, married to our son Chris just 
before Christmas. Our daughter, 
Heather, and her family have moved 
to Cornwall because of a new job. My 
mother-in-law will be staying with my 
brother-in-law and his family this year.

There’s a bit of me which looks 
forward to it. Having spent the 
previous day running around the 
team taking crib and carol services, 

and presiding at a midnight mass, 
and then getting up to do it all again 
on Christmas Day, I’m tempted to 
spend the afternoon in bed! We 
may do just that, but with a bottle 
of wine and in front of the telly! 

Inevitably, though, there will be 
something missing. I suspect that 
much of the conversation will centre 
around the family and what they 
will be doing, or remembering the 
days when a friend of ours would 
get dressed up as Father Christmas 
each year when the children were 
small and call in to give them their 
presents. It worked well for a while, 
until our observant four-year-old 
daughter “twigged” that Santa 
wore the same sort of glasses as 
Uncle John!

However we understand or 
express it, family is as important an 
ingredient of Christmas as all those 

lovely things that you put into a 
Christmas pud. It is wholly significant 
that at the centre of the Christmas 
story is not just a baby Jesus – but 
a holy family. The incarnation of 
God took place within the context 
of family, and that family nurtured 
the child Jesus until the day when he 
was ready to begin his ministry. 

These days, family is experienced 
and expressed in many ways. 
Sometimes, people’s experience 
of family can be nothing short of 
tragic, but mercifully that doesn’t 
happen all that often. Often 
we experience it as a gift which 
nurtures us, sustains us, and makes 
us the people that we are. Do 
appreciate what you have in the 
people around you and have a 
lovely Christmas together.

With best wishes
David Truby
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What’s On & Events
Diary Dates

Sat 4 Dec 11am-3pm Gift Day in Church with festive activities, carol singing, refreshments and a tour
Tue 7 Dec 7pm  Parish Council meet in the Village Hall
Wed 15 Dec 3pm & 6pm Joules Seconds Sale at The Royal Oak Mayfield in aid of Brassington FC and 

Children’s Charities. Tickets £6 in advance from Jo 07745 184832 or Kerry 
01629 540667

Mon 20 Dec 2pm & 6pm Infants School Nativity in Church
Tue 21 Dec  Brassington School Bauble Race at 3.15pm, and End of Term
Wed 22 Dec  INSET Day at Brassington School. Brassington Pre-School End of Term

2022

Tue 4 Jan  Parish Council meet in the Village Hall  
Mon 10 Jan  Spring Term starts at Brassington School and Pre-School
Wed 12 Jan  EGM for Local Environment Group at 7.00pm at the Village Hall 
Fri 31 Jan  INSET Day at Brassington Pre-School 
Tue 8 Feb  Parish Council meet in the Village Hall
Fri 18 Feb  End of Tern for Brassington School
Fri 25 Feb  End of Term for Brassington Pre-School 
Mon 28 Feb  Brassington School restarts 

Library van – December date not issued by DDDC yet

Christmas & New Year Bin Collections in Derbyshire Dales

As Christmas falls over a weekend this year there will be no change to collection days over the festive & New 
Year period. Collections will take place on Weds 22 & Weds 29 December and Weds 5 January 2022.

Garden Waste collections are suspended from Monday 20 December to Friday 31 December inclusive. If you 
subscribe to the Garden Waste scheme you can recycle your real Christmas tree. Place it at the edge of your 
property on your green/recycling day between Monday 3 January and Friday 28 January. Trees need to be 
cut down to no longer than 5ft and please remove decorations/pots.

Gift Day in the church –  
Saturday 4 December from 11am to 3pm

The annual Gift Day at Brassington Church will be going ahead this 
year (Covid restrictions permitting) with a range of craft activities. 
Light refreshments including mince pies, a brew and homemade 
soups will be served from 12 noon to 2pm. In addition Bridget’s 
fabulous Christmas decorations, Barbara’s crocheted blankets, Val’s 
greeting cards and some other seasonal items will be on sale. Rod 
will be doing his annual tour of the church and there will be Carol 
Singing with the Henderson family and friends. See the programme 
on the Gift Day leaflet posted through your door. This year we 
hope to be back in the church and invite everyone to call in for some early Christmas cheer. 

Brassington Parish Leaflet

The Parish Leaflet is issued 6 - 8 times a year and contains regular updates on events and activities in and around 
Brassington Parish. It is distributed to over 200 households and costs just £3 per annum which goes towards the 
upkeep of the church. If you wish to receive it from January 2022, please contact Sue on 540242 or Caroline on 
540475.   



6 A Boxing Day Winter Walk

As you come out the Olde Gate Inn, turn left towards 
The Hall.

Left at Footpath sign opposite The Hall.

Head gently downhill towards gap between bushes.

Right, with sports field on your left, following faint 
path as it gently contours around hill. At corner, take 
well-hidden channel through bushes, and go through 
metal gate at the end turn left towards telegraph pole.

Go through a gate 10 metres to left of corner 
telegraph pole, follow yellow blaze.

Continue straight ahead with the stream on your left.

Turn left after the gate, following general course of 
stream to the next yellow blaze Go over stile to left 
of the gate then do not cross 2nd stile on your left, 
continue straight to next gate.

Head over stile to left of metal gate, with bushes 
surrounding, and continue in same general direction. 
Climb over a wooden stile in between metal fence and 
turn left. Follow overgrown footpath on left, to a gate, 
that will cross small wooden bridge.

Straight across the field to next yellow blaze and cross 
through step stile.

Cross wooden stile/studded plank over stream; cross 
stile and head slightly right diagonally to next fence 
100 metres ahead.

Pass through the gate and continue straight.

Go through low wooden gate, across concrete narrow 
bridge, and over to small metal gate on the right.

Follow white arrow across field to metal gate and 
continue straight through slit-stile and over the fence.

Continue along narrow path with wire fence borders 
on both sides.

Go between two narrow tree-trunks and follow up 
the hill to next yellow blaze over little stile in the fence.

A Boxing Day Winter Walk
We are meeting on Boxing Day at 
10.30am outside the Olde Gate Inn.

Netherton Circuit is just under a 
2-hour circular walk.

Low/Medium difficulty (couple of 
tricky stiles and quite narrow beam 
crossing over streams).

All are welcome, dogs must be 
on leads. 

by Rachel and Ashley Summerfield



7A Boxing Day Winter Walk

Continue through overgrown 
narrow path – beware of electric 
fence!

You should now be outside 
Netherton Hall farmland.

Mid-point of walk - turn right on 
Brackendale Lane.

After Park Farm, when there is a 
concrete bridge on your left, do not 
miss on other side of road a well-
hidden stile in brambles. Cross stile 
and slightly retrace your steps on 
other side of the barbed wire, bear 
left, with barbed fence continuing 
on your right, slightly uphill.

Through slit-stile at the top and 
straight on.

Bear rightish, following edge of field 
with house on right.

Between bush and water trough, 
once past buildings head diagonally 
through fields heading away from a 
white satellite dish.

Go through the gate at the top, up 
the little mound and left between 
stream and telegraph poles.

Head under some wires, walking directly to silver 
metal roof and closer to the corner of a derelict 
building.

Go left with barbed fence on right and follow slightly 
uphill, go over another stile between brambles.

Straight under telegraph wires towards silver gate; 
heading to workshop with metal roof (belonging to 
new Chair of Brasson Banter!)

Through a yellow gate, head left following outer 
boundary of barbed wire fence towards little shed, 
where there is a yellow blaze and footpath sign.

Go through little gate and follow Nether Lane back up 
to village.

Right at end of Nether Lane back to the Olde Gate Inn 
for a well-earned pint!! Excellent, that’s some pudding 
walked off!

If you cannot meet us on Boxing Day then please feel 
free to complete the winter walk at your leisure.

A Boxing Day Winter Walk



8 Covid Highs and Lows

Rachel Hatch’s past year…
What were your highs and lows of Covid times?

“The first thing that comes to mind are the financial 
and mental-health implications. It was tricky. But in a 
funny way the “mend and make-do” approach was 
a challenge I found satisfying. It was stressful, but I 
did feel a sense of achievement at getting through it 
successfully – I remember designing meal-plans and so 
on; it felt good to be able to adjust and cope.

“At first – literally for about a week! – it was exciting 
to be able to watch unlimited daytime TV. But I soon 
realised how important work is. Put simply: I enjoy 
having a clear purpose, and I really need colleague 
and client communication. The planning, judging, and 
arranging of a busy schedule is good for the mind; gives 
you pride. Being on the move drives more motivation. I 
appreciate this all much more now. It makes your brain 
tick – better to be double-busy than to be isolated!!

Tell us more about what was good?

“I had the idea of cleaning the church for free, as a 
trial. I was just so bored, and suddenly there was a lot 
to do, with 100-year-old cobwebs. They seemed to 
like what I did, because word got around, and I got 
the job for the whole Parish Churches.

“I was always out with the dogs, this extra time 
outside was also great. When the weather was good, 
we set up a paddling pool, picked fruit from the trees, 
got to know the neighbours better. I liked the sense 
of looking out for each other and forming new bonds. 
I remember standing outside to listen to the cornet 
for Remembrance Day & clapping for the NHS. I also 
remember what a highlight it was simply to go to the 
shops - sometimes just creating the need to go to the 
butcher for a bit of human contact.

“The biggest highlight was probably the lambing & 
helping with the sheep-feeding in winter. I learnt how 
to drive the tractor through tight gaps in walls. It was 
great to learn something new, and to be appreciated 
for cooking a hot meal for everyone at the end of a 
challenging day. I was very happy – even with lamb 
slop under my nails and my hair being wrecked! I now 
know those fields inside-out. 

What did you learn about yourselves?

“The best feeling was the sense of purpose and being 
needed; helping; being outside. It all goes back to 
purpose: 1-week of daytime TV is enough! Work isn’t 
just about pay: you get structure to your life, and you 
get dignity from doing useful things.

“I also learnt that you need your support network, 
and you need to develop coping mechanisms. You 
must discover what you need to do to stop yourself 
drifting downhill.

Hopes for the year ahead.

“I hope the country stay fully open; that we don’t go 
into lockdown again – ever! I’m looking forward to 
working hard on my business, working through all the 
challenges; keeping things right on-track!”

Covid Highs and Lows
Past Points and Future Aims

Children’s Toys for Christmas distribution by the Jigsaw Foodbank

If you wish to give a Christmas gift for children who would otherwise go without, please do so for the Jigsaw 
Food Bank. They are asking for brand new toys for boys and girls aged 1-14 years, and suggestions include:  
Duplo/Lego, puzzles, games, annuals, craft kits, felt tips and paper. Toiletries, hats, gloves, and scarves are 
also required. ALL UNWRAPPED PLEASE! You can drop them off (by Saturday 3rd December) at Red Lion 
House, or leave at the Team Office in The Maltings, Wirksworth during open hours (Mon to Thurs 9.30am to 
12.30pm). Thank You
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Mel and Tony’s past year…
What were your highs and lows of Covid times?

“We loved every minute! The village really came 
together – in a socially distanced way! The weather 
was fantastic, which always helps. People were always 
walking past, and we’d chat over the wall. For us to 
chat in a sociable setting – rather than from behind 
the bar – made it all seem more like play than work.

“We got loads of jobs done around the house and 
in the pub; loads of maintenance…jobs you’d never 
normally have had time to do.

“I (Mel) was able to spend quality time with my father. 
We had a small bubble; we had time to play games. I 
discovered I’m a jigsaw-aholic! It was like meditation; 
a great way to recharge. Tony discovered Airfix kits 
again, aeroplanes, after not having done them for 
decades. It was wonderful to both be sitting doing 
these hobbies, and being happy, even when not 
talking to each other.

Tell us more about what was not so good?

“Not seeing people beyond the bubble enough. We 
missed seeing a lot of customers. I confess we even 
started to forget some names. But there was a big 
social scene on a Saturday night, when we offered a 
take-away service, sometimes 50 people in the queue. 
But - my god…was it cold!!

What did you learn about yourselves?

“That there is life beyond the pub! It was really nice 
to see people in a social context; not to have to be 

behind the bar. I realised how much I miss people who 
I like to walk past in the street, but for one reason or 
another are not pub regulars. The jigsaw thing helped 
me discover the pleasure of finding calm, quiet time. 
It’s nice to re-set the clock and stop all the fast pace 
and busy-ness.

Hopes for the year ahead.

We’re beginning to think about handing over the pub. 
We’re ready for an easier life; we just haven’t got the 
same energy, and it’ll be nice to devote what energy we 
have got to family stuff. We’re not worried at all about 
having too much free time. When we eventually hand 
over, I’ll miss it, but I’m looking forward to the break. 
The pub’s our baby…we’ll miss it, but overall, (as you’re 
kind enough to say) we’ve been looking after it well.”

Covid Highs and Lows
Past Points and Future Aims

Cheque for the Florence Nightingale Hospital

Phil Moran handing the cheque to the palliative 
team at the Florence Nightingale Hospital in Derby, 
in memory of Ann.

Phil has his home-grown pickles for sale in 
the Gate Inne, with all proceeds going to the 
Brassington Royal British Legion.
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James Bond’s favourite stone is mined on Brassington’s doorstep.

A lockdown re-read of the James Bond novels - in 
order, naturally - revealed the full glory of one of the 
world’s finest stones. Early on in Goldfinger, Bond 
visits the Bank of England. As he walks through the 
entrance hall, he notes the spacious vistas of polished 
Hopton Wood Stone.

Hopton Wood Stone (HWS) was originally quarried 
at Ryder Point off Manystones Lane, but the seam 
stretched, basically, from around there all along 
Via Gellia to Brassington Moor and Longcliffe. The 
main workings closed in the mid-1960s, but it is still 
quarried in smaller quantities today. 

It turns out that the Bank of England is not alone is 
displaying Hopton Wood Stone (HWS) in its most 
prominent positions. So do the Houses of Parliament, 
Chatsworth, Westminster Abbey, and the Albert 
Memorial. Oscar Wilde’s tomb in Paris is built entirely 

out of the stuff. Poignantly, so are more than 120,000 
Commonwealth War Grave headstones. 

HWS is an extremely hard, exceptionally pure, 
limestone thanks to its formation in near perfect, 
tranquil conditions, including a topmost layer of great 
clay (decomposed lava) which protected the stone 
deposits from later water erosion.

This hardness is brilliantly demonstrated on the 
Moot Hall, on a side road opposite the Co-op in 
Wirksworth. The sandstone facade of the former lead 
mining law court building was recently restored, but 
the side walls show how it has eroded over time. The 
decorative HWS panels on the front, however, are as 
sharp and crisp today as they were when first carved 
200 years ago. This hardness also means HWS can be 
as highly polished as marble, hence the impressive hall 
at the Bank of England.

A great deal has happened since the last issue of 
Brassington Banter. First our application to the 
Midlands Energy Hub for an RCEF grant has been 
successful: we are now in the process of setting 
up a contract with a firm of consulting engineers 
to complete a feasibility study into all that will be 
entailed in creating a community heating system here 
in Brassington. To ensure that the project can receive 
the grant on behalf of the village, and pay for any 
expenses incurred, a community interest company 
has been set up and registered at Companies House: 
this is ‘Brassington Community Heating CIC’. 

By now every household in the village should have 
received a questionnaire concerning its heating 
and hot water energy needs. We hope that you 
will complete & return these (to The Gate Inn, the 

Church porch, or Bill & Liz Fargent’s front door as 
already detailed): the information is important and 
expected to help our consultants in formulating 
and costing their proposals. To encourage a good 
response there will be draw for several lucky 
questionnaire returns at the Gate Inn on Wed Dec 22.

No doubt you will have been following news from 
the COP26 Conference in Glasgow. Even if you 
previously had doubts, I am sure that you will by 
now be aware that your heating costs will, inevitably, 
increase substantially if immediate action is not taken. 
More worryingly, you may also have noted that, 
if the 1.5˚C temperature rise is passed (as at seems 
highly probable) our children & grandchildren will 
have to deal with some currently barely imaginable 
consequences of this climate change. It is to be hoped 
that, if successful, our project can, as well as save you 
money, show what can be done within this district 
and beyond to mitigate these effects: to succeed 
we will, however, need the support of the whole 
Brassington community.

Brian Barry

Rock Hard Brasson – 
Hopton Wood Stone by Andy Peace
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Brassington Annual Cricket Match

Brassington annual cricket match was attended by 
a large and enthusiastic group of village ‘cricketers’ 
of all abilities. 

With great gusto and, some would say, solid 
ability, villagers from all ages and genders were 
selected randomly to form two sides. After a 
keenly fought contest an honourable draw made. 

A superb cricket tea was then consumed by all 
involved with pledges to play in next years’ event. 

Thanks to all who helped, prepared and provided 
teas. Many thanks to our fantastic umpiring duo 
and the people of Brassington. 

We look forward to next year’s event with 
anticipation.

Photos of the match, taken by Brassington’s 
talented young photographer, Ben Hutty,  
can be seen on the village website:  
https://www.brassington.org.uk/ 
index.php?p=galleries/grand-cricket-match-2021

The other great quality of HWS is the colour, ranging 
from light creamy white to dove grey; light brown 
varieties also exist but are much rarer. The entrance 
hall of Rod and Caroline Prince’s house on Red Lion 
Hill in Brassington features a prominent flagstone 
which is almost half and half cream and grey which, as 
I understand it, is rare indeed.

The question is, which other houses or buildings 
in Brassington used HWS? It was most commonly 
used decoratively, as in Moot Hall, but, as it could be 
quarried in such large pieces, was sometimes used for 
structural elements too. Your quoins, lintels and gable 
ends could be worth another look.

Thanks to Dennis Redfern for his original heads up on 
Hopton Wood Stone. Further information on HWS can 
be found at Hoptonwoodstone.co.uk

Mobile Phone Mast

The Parish Council have been working hard for the 
past 6 months in trying to deliver a decent and 
reliable mobile phone signal for the village.

We have an agreement in place with Clarke 
Telecom, providers for 02 and Vodaphone (other 
providers can bolt on later) to provide a mast. 
However, there are some difficult hurdles to 
overcome. Three sites have been identified and for 
various reasons have been unsuitable. The site needs 
to be within 500 yards of the village, but outside the 
conservation area and have power.

The Royal British Legion has been identified as a 
good potential site and with their permission we 
propose to pursue this option. A 5 g signal would 

be available for most, if not all, of the village and 
the RBL would receive rental income for the mast 
to enable them to continue their good work and 
maintain their building as a facility for the village.

There is a downside, however, the Mast is around 
17 metres tall, and we would need to seek planning 
permission

The Parish Council believe that the positives far out 
way the negatives and feel in the 21st century this is 
something that we now need to address. 

We would welcome feedback from the village – 
please approach a councillor direct, or email Clerk 
Lesley Brown with any thoughts/comments at 
brassingtonclerk@googlemail.com

John Heath – Brassington Parish Councillor

Moot Hall, Wirksworth
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As we head forward into shorter days and long 
evenings, it seems like the right time to focus on bright 
things ahead. 

In 1953, the programme for the Brassington 
Coronation Celebrations makes cheerful reading, and 
your Parish Council are looking forward to planning 
and supporting an equally uplifting occasion next 
year. June 2nd 1953, started with the sound of church 
bells and an open-air service. Displays of maypole 
dancing occurred during the day - any of you who 
remember taking part, and would like to pass on the 
necessary skills, may like to get in touch so this could 
be resurrected in 2022. The school children put on a 
coronation play, and there were adult and children’s 
sports events. A street party could be a good way 
of bringing the village together in 2022. If anyone 
is interested in organising this, contact the clerk for 
some guidance information which explains the rules 
and regulations we must comply with today. The 
Parish Council is planning to provide the beacon which 
will link with others across the country.

Back to current Council activities:

The Christmas lights will be put up at the start of 
December, and it is hoped that Cllr Wain will once 
again decorate the arch at the start of the footpath 
which has added to the festive appearance in the past 
few years.

Purchasing a defibrillator to be situated at the 
Recreation Ground is under serious consideration. 
Thanks go to Louise Oram who came to a meeting 
to give information, and supplied quotes for the 
cost involved

Parking continues to be a problem, and possible ways 
of easing this will be discussed at the next meeting. 
Yellow lines are not in keeping with the streets of 
Brassington, but it is difficult to come up with a plan 
which will ensure safety and allow residents to park 
conveniently outside or very near their homes. Parking 
permits may also be considered.

The Planning Department has alerted the Council 
to the presence of ash dieback in the village; this is 
particularly worrying as there are so many ash trees 
in Brassington. Councillors are very concerned about 
the spread of the disease, and will consider what, if 
any, measures can be taken to prevent the need for a 
future cull.

The Local Environment Group is unfortunately having 
to disband, but litter picks will continue. Thanks go to 
those who took part in the most recent village clean up.

Finally, a plea to all who bring flowers to the cemetery. 
DDDC will not empty bins filled with mixed rubbish, 
so it is imperative that plant waste is separated from 
wrappings and plastic. Unfortunately, that corner of 
the cemetery is now a real eyesore, and the Parish 
Council is considering removing the bins altogether 
in the hope that people will take their rubbish home. 
This will be a last measure but paying £50 for each of 
the two green bins is an unnecessary waste of public 
money. Please dispose of rubbish thoughtfully. 

Parish 
Council

A reminder that our village public access defibrillator 
is located on the wall outside the Royal British Legion, 
and is accessible at all times.
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Environment Group facing closure … 
but money available for small projects

Brassington Local Environment Group has been 
active for 6 years helping to improve and protect the 
environment in and around Brassington, and much 
has been achieved. There is, of course, so much 
more to do, and at a time of growing environmental 
awareness, the need for active local groups has never 
been stronger. However, at the Group’s last AGM in 
September there was a need for new people to come 
forward to take on leadership roles in the Group, and 
that unfortunately did not happen. Because of that, 
the Committee has decided that sadly it has no choice 
but to close the Group and distribute its remaining 
funds in accordance with its constitution. Unless there 
are new offers to take leadership roles in the Group, 
an Extraordinary General Meeting will be held at 
7 p.m. on Wednesday 12 January 2022 in the Village 
Hall. The purpose of the meeting will be to dissolve 
the Group, and to approve the distribution of the 
remaining funds. The Extraordinary General Meeting 
is open to all residents of Brassington Parish to attend, 
and all are warmly invited.

The Group’s remaining funds are just over £600, 
although this may change slightly. To distribute the 
funds in accordance with the Group’s constitution, 

the Committee is inviting expressions of interest 
from not-for-profit organisations in Brassington to 
undertake projects which fit with the Group’s overall 
aim, which is to “protect, conserve and enhance the 
local environment of the Civil Parish of Brassington”. 
Organisations thinking of applying should email for a 
full statement of the Group’s aims and what needs to 
be included in the expression of interest. Expressions 
of interest should be by email, with a deadline of 
31 December 2021. The Committee will meet in early 
January to make recommendations, and final decisions 
will be made by the Extraordinary General Meeting on 
12 January 2022. Please send emails to Roger Jackson, 
Interim Secretary (rogjackson6@gmail.com).

Independent Mortgage Broker
Including First Time Buyers  

with just 5% Deposit,  
Re-Mortgages, Clear Debt, 

Raise Funds, 
Poor Credit History

Contact Karen  
01629 540761 or 07548 640652

karen@premiermortgageservices.com

Your home may be repossessed if you do 
not keep up repayments on your mortgage 

You may have to pay an early repayment charge 
to your existing lender if you re-mortgage

The Little Farm Shop, Winn Farm,  
Kniveton, Ashbourne, DE6 1JJ

Mobile – 07539 339136

Email – info@thelittlefarmshop.co.uk

Useful Contacts

We have (gratefully) received so 
many contributions in this issue, 
that we have no space for the 
Useful Contact list. 

Please refer to previous issues 
of the Banter or the Parish 
Newsletter for the full list.

Normal service will be resumed 
in the March 2022 issue!
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THE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington
01629 540448

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’

Monday evening from 5-11pm (food 
served 5.30-7.30pm – Meals £8.95)

Tuesday – closed

Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from 
12noon-3pm (food 12-2pm), and 

5-11pm (food 5.30-8.30pm)

Saturday – open all day  
(food times as Wed-Fri)

Sunday – open all day  
(food 12noon-4pm) 

Menus posted on facebook

oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

COMMUNITY FUND

Support by

Making a difference
together

Specialists in pre-cast products of wall panels, 
ready-mix concrete, stone sand etc.

S&P
SERVICES
—LONGCLIFFE—

Haulage specialist
Groundworks

Aggregate Sales
Facebook:

S&P Services – 
Longcliffe Ltd.

—    Mighty Mix Ltd    —

Covering Derbyshire Peak District National Park • 
Nottinghamshire • Staffordshire

Tel: 01629 540 894   Email: sales@mightymixltd.com 
Facebook: Mighty Mix Ltd

We won’t be beaten on price! Call today for a no-obligation quotation

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 
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Old Farmhouse Furniture

BesPoKe KitChens
BesPoKe Bedrooms
BesPoKe Furniture

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts

Oliver Beresford

Builder 
& Plasterer

07713 049 493 /  
01629 540 332Email toucanscaffold@gmail.com

Tel: 07851 859 359
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The Back Page

Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting topic, 
provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
January’s Parish Newsletter is 
Monday 13th December 2021.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
the March Brasson Banter is 
Tuesday 1st February 2022.

Send to: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@outlook.com 
or drop off at Smithy Barn, 
Town Street.

Banter Editorial Team:

Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Hayley Wilkinson 07725 939446
Hugh Jones 540790 
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924
Rachel Summerfield
Ashley Summerfield

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just want 
tell us what you think, email 
brassonbanter@outlook.com 
or give us a call. No experience 
necessary

Pail EndPail End
A Holiday Let for TwoA Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943Kathy & Richard 540943

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970 Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Adverts

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like  
to thank our sponsors:

Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd, 
Ben Bennett Jr Ltd, 
Hoben International Limited, 
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd


