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Welcome  
to the autumn issue

AUTUMN 2018

Wakes Week starts with 
Wheelbarrow Race!
The race started from the 
end of Maddock Lake with 
the 1st checkpoint at the 
Miners Arms and then onto 
Ye Old Gate, dashed down to 
Flakes Barn then Sunday Cottage 
and back to the Gate with a 
finish at the Miners Arms.

The teams were aided or 
hindered by a ½ pint at each stop 
and a shot of whiskey & ½ pint at 
the finish!!!!  The winners were 
1st Jamie Jack & Adam Ballard, 
2nd Rob Frith & Gareth Williams, 
3rd Mark Allcock & Janet Gosling. 
Winners of the best fancy dress 
was Scooby & Shaggy  
(Rob & Gareth). Jo Wragg
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Brassington celebrates 
Wakes Week with 
lots of wonderful 

community activities. 
Photos and reports 

inside.
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The Open Air Service

The theme of the Open Air Service reminded us of just how lucky we are, not only to live in and around Brassington 
but to be able to enjoy the spirit of the community and all that it offers. Our very own Reverend Rod outlined 
the many organisations, which range from cradle to grave; Pre-school to Over Sixties and just about everything 
in-between. The BMW brass band accompanied the service, which was, as always, very well attended. Angie Woolley

The Wheelbarrow Race

Winners Jamie Jack & Adam Ballard
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Children’s Sports

Still very hot on Monday evening but that did not lessen the field any. We had 26 entrants in total ranging from 
age 2 – 12 in two teams. The races were even-stevens until the obstacle race, which we thought would be the 
decider. … However, it was the parachute scores that clinched a win for Team Daniel with a score of 19 to 17 
over Team Delilah. There were no losers as everyone received a medal and a treat … including complimentary 
Pimms for the spectators. Terri Barron
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Car Treasure Hunt

22 teams set off from Greenway in the hope of coming 2nd – to win wine & chocolates – rather than 1st 
and having to set it next year! A closely fought contest saw THE CAMERON OAKS win with 126 points 
followed closely in 2nd place by THE BALLACKS with 124 points. On the way, teams had to count the number 
of times they saw the word FARM, which surely in rural Derbyshire would only be once or twice! Only 
THE COCK & 2 GOSLING team correctly identified that there were 51 signs. One of the five treasures to collect 
on the way was an anagram of the team names and a selfie in a phone box.

A huge thank you to the Miners Arms for putting on a bbq and donating the 1st prize – a £40 meal voucher.

Here are a few of the teams taking their phone box selfies. Adam Ballard

Wednesday Whist

The Whist evening went well with local participants and those travelling from Ashbourne Duffield & Turnditch. 
Prizes were awarded for the first and second place Ladies & Gents. We had some very generous donations of 
raffle prizes, so that took some time and the evening did not end until 10.45pm. Ann Barry

Thursday Evening Boules

Boules saw three teams of three for the children’s match and the winners were Daniel, Jessica & Ollie. The adults, 
with six teams of three, fought it out for that all important trophy at the end of the night. The victors were Chris, 
Jane & Tim … with Boz as cheer leader and chief sausage taster & Lilly and Ezara selling raffle tickets for the 
many prizes that were donated. Sue Genders
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Kenny Malton Lucy Bednall

The Fell Race

Despite the 30C temperature and the threat of torrential thunderstorms, 169 people turned up for the Fell Race this 
year. And all of them finished. Over the last few years the race has got bigger and bigger. This has meant that the 
queues to get through the various stiles and gates at the start of the race have got longer and longer. This year the 
race was run in reverse so with the kind permission of Alan Maier, the route went straight up the fields to the north 
of Wirksworth Dale with the bonus of views over Carsington Water from the trail. Alan also kindly left the gates 
open so that there was no bunching on the stiles.

Boules winners

The first person back this year was Kenny Malton of 
Shelton Striders in a time of 30:06. He was followed 
home by Max Wainwright of Dark Peak Fell Runners 
and Robert Donald of Shelton Striders.

First lady was 14 year old Lucy Bednall of Buxton 
Athletic Club in 36:25 followed by Shelley Fairey of 
Matlock AC and Catherine Wilson of Beeston AC.

Report continues overleaf
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t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

Quiz night
Ten teams battled it out in a very well run evening (in the pub by 10!!!).  Six rounds of ten questions with a 
picture round for the interval … I still don’t believe that was Al Pacino. The winning team was as shocked as 
the runners up with Bill, Richard and Kay taking first place and the dubious honour of setting next year’s quiz. 
The Three Degrees Liz, Jean & Jane a very close second and their sigh of relief was palpable.

Finale Jumble Trail
Rain Rain go away … Alas, our wish was not granted but the folk of Brassington were not to be thwarted. 
Those that had cover set up early ready and waiting for customers. Although not as many as usual battled the 
elements, there were a few and after bagging a bargain some took refuge in the Legion HQ for cream teas.  
Thanks to all those that took part and we hope that next year the weather will be kind to us. Karen Pope

Here’s just a selection of the feedback already received: 

“Just want to say what a fantastic race 
you guys have put on again this year.”

“I’ll definitely be back next year – a well 
organised race with scenery, a good pub at 
the finish with quick food goes a long way.”

“Couldn’t fault it.”

If you’ve any suggestions for things we could 
do differently next year, please let us know 
at fellrace@brassington.org.uk Alun Jones

The Fell Race (continued)

Once again, the event was only possible with the help of a large number 
of people. The marshals, Colin and Sandra Atkinson, Angela and Roger 
Glithero, Paul Christmas and Liz Fargent; – the start and finish pit crew 
who got everyone registered and timed across the finish line; Elaine 
Stone, Susan Reeves, Paul Warren and Roger Jackson. – Phil Buckley 
and Chris Johnstone for the fantastic photographs. Angie Wooley and 
the BBQ crew for feeding everyone and the Gate for keeping everyone 
watered. Alan Maier and Phil Charlton for the use of their fields. Sam 
Mason and Jo Wragg for the use of the recreation ground parking. The 
biggest challenge for this event is car parking and with 169 people, most 
of whom drove, the car parking field was the most essential helper! 

All the competitors for taking in the heat and the hills in such good 
humour. All the supporters for providing such a great atmosphere for 
the whole event. 
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Please send in details of your event to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page for contact details).

Regular events:

Mon 5.45pm - 7.15pm Brownies meet in the Village Hall
Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Guides meet in the Village Hall
Tue 9.30am - 11.30am NatWest Bank Van at Memorial Hall, Wirksworth
Wed 8.30pm Quiz Night at the Gate
Thu 10.30am - 12 noon Tea & Toast in the Royal British Legion (re-starts 13th September)
Thu 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pilates with Louise in Village Hall (re-starts 6th September)

Diary Dates for September

Sun 2nd 2pm Brassington Cricket Match on the Recreation Ground, the Green
Mon 3rd    Term starts at Brassington Primary School and the Pre-School
Tue 4th  7pm Parish Council meeting in Village Hall
Thu 6th 6pm - 8pm Joules Seconds Sale, Hulland Village Hall, contact 

Jo (540676) or Kerry (540667)
Thu 6th  6.45 - 7.45pm Pilates with Louise restarts in Brassington Village Hall
Fri 7th  Start of the Wirksworth Festival which runs till Sun 23rd Sept
Sun 9th 3pm Annual Clipping Service at St Mary’s Church, Wirksworth
Mon 10th 2.30pm Over 60’s - Alyssum Arm Chair Yoga in the RBL
Fri 14th 2.30pm - 3pm Mobile Library Van parked outside school, by the play area
Thu 27th 7.30pm PCC meeting
Fri 28th 3pm Macmillan Coffee Afternoon fundraiser at The Old Gate Inn
Sun 30th 10am - 4pm Antiques Fair in the Village Hall – now in its 30th year – funds 

raised this year for Brassington Over 60’s and Brassington Village 
Hall – further details please contact Bill Fargent (540469)

Future Dates for your Diary

Fri 19th Oct  Half Term starts at Brassington Primary School and the Pre-School
Wed 24th Oct 7.30pm “The Thankful Village” live comedy drama in All Saints’ Church, Bradbourne 

Tickets £10, call 07495 349002 – email: bradbourneboxoffice@btinternet.com
Mon 29th Oct  Term re-starts at Brassington Primary School and the Pre-School
Sun 11th Nov 6.30 pm Nationwide Memorial – 100 years since the end of World War One at the Royal 

British Legion, Brassington – further details please contact Josie Rippon (540512)
Friday 14th Dec 7.30pm “Bonfire Radicals” live folk/world music in All Saints’ Church, Bradbourne – 

Tickets £10, call 07495 349002 – email: bradbourneboxoffice@btinternet.com

What’s On & Events

What’s On & Events

Miners Arms under new management – again!

Andrew and Karen Richardson are 
managing the Miners Arms from 
August 14th, and are now open for 
business with a new chef.

Food served daily Tuesday to 
Saturday and Sunday lunch.

Opening hours: 
Sunday 12 noon – 11pm  
(Food served 12 noon – 4pm) 
Mon to Sat 12 noon – 11pm (Food 
served Tues to Sat  
12 noon – 2pm and 4pm – 8pm)

All welcome, including dogs, 
walkers, cyclists and children

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 
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Memory Lane

November was a time of great 
activity for building bonfires – in my 
earlier childhood we just had a small 
bonfire in our garden and fireworks.

From being 10 years old, we 
became more adventurous and 
there would be at least three 
large bonfires, one at West End, 
another in the allotments, where 
the bungalows are now and ours 
at Dale End.

Great competition went on to 
have the biggest in the village. We 
would be rushing about for weeks 
before, fetching any old wood we 
could get from around the area and 
old tyres from Longcliffe Quarries. 
We would merrily roll these down 

Longcliffe Dale – I remember one of 
the lads letting his go and it beat us 
all into the village. Thankfully traffic 
was much less then and apart from 
Mr Spencer’s wall, no damage was 
done. No pocket money that week!!

All the families in each area would 
join in with fireworks, bonfire toffee, 
baked potatoes and Parkin biscuits 
etc and Brassington was lit up on 
November the 5th. A great time was 
had by all. Clearing up all the debris 
over the next week was not as much 
fun, but we had to do it.

My Brassington – by Pat Horrocks

Walk to d’feet MND – Thank You

A big thank you to all my wonderful 
family and friends for sponsoring and 
supporting me on my amazing walk 
to d’feet MND, up and down the 
glorious hills and dales of the scenic 
White and Dark Peaks of Derbyshire 
– starting from Brassington and 
including Dove Dale, Longnor, 
Tideswell, Castleton, Hayfield, Kinder 
Scout – where the heavens opened, 
the wind blew, the rain came sleeting 
down along with the mist, and I had 
to take shelter under the convenient 

Trig point I was just passing, until 
other walkers eventually came by – 
then up onto Win Hill, Hathersage, 
Baslow, Chatsworth, Winster, 
Bonsall, Matlock, Cromford Canal, 
then finally back home along the 
High Peak Trail, meeting some of 
my lovely family on Middleton Top, 
who walked back with me along the 
trail to Brassington. After seven days 
of walking (returning home each 
evening) and 120 miles later it was a 
great feeling that I had completed – 
without any blisters – my challenge, 
and am overwhelmed to have 

received – to date – £2,300 for 
Motor Neurone Disease research.

Thank you so much, Sue Genders

Brassington Marriage Vows 
Renewal

It was with great delight and 
happiness Karen and Tim Pope 
renewed their wedding vows in 
Brassington Church and reception 
at The Olde Gate on May 19th 
2018 sharing the limelight with 
the Royal Wedding of Prince 
Harry and Meghan Markle. Their 
wedding was twenty five years 
ago to the date and time exactly 
at Gretna Green in Scotland.
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Thank you, thank you, thank you!
So much to say and too little space 
to say it in, so:-

Thank you to all who were involved 
in Open Gardens this year and for 
your support of the church.

Thank you to all who supported Rod 
Prince on the day of his ordination 
as a deacon and for coming along 
to his first Wakes Service.

Thank you to Mel and Tony at the 
Gate for their continued fund-
raising efforts as we move towards 
Phase 2 of making the church more 
accessible. The money keeps rolling 

in, and we will be consulting with 
our architect soon to look at the 
possibilities for a more accessible 
entrance. Given the fact that the 
church is a Grade I listed building 
this will be more complicated than 
the work thus far. Someone who 
has ‘mobility issues’ spoke to me 
the other day after a wedding in 
church. He had previously been to a 
Christening and had found getting 
up the path really difficult. The new 
path made it so much easier for 
him, and he was very appreciative.

Thank you to the late Don and 
Judy Charity who have given a very 
generous legacy to the Patronage 

Fund in their wills. Their executors 
have told me that they wanted to 
give something back to the village. 
This means that we will be able to 
start work on all of the important 
jobs that have been delayed 
through lack of funds.

Thank you for your patience over 
the installation of the telecoms 
aerials in the tower. New legislation 
at the end of last year has led to a 
delay as the legal people sort out 
the wording of contracts.

With my prayers and best wishes,

Canon David Truby (Team Rector)

St James’ Church
St James’ Church

Brasington Church Services in September Flowers Sidesmen

Sunday 2nd 9.30am Eucharist Lindsay Pearson No Flowers Ann Barry

Sunday 9th 3.00pm Morning Worship Rod Prince Ann Barry Audrey Seals

Sunday 16th 6.00pm BCP Eucharist Bob Rhodes No Flowers Barbara Paine

Sunday 23rd 9.30am Eucharist Keith Orford June Baldwin Brian Barry

Sunday 30th 6.00pm Eucharist David Truby No Flowers Chris Sheppard

Church key rota for September: 3rd David Henderson, 10th Jane Smith, 17th Phil Bateman,  
24th Elaine Moorhouse, 1st October Brian Barry

100 Club Subs Reminder
The new 100 Draw Year started 
in August, so your renewals are 
now due! Members pay just 
£12 a year and any funds left 
over at the end of the year go 
towards Church costs. It is a 
simple way of supporting the 
Church with something in it for 
you! If you would like to join just 
let Ann Barry (540599) know 
and she will sort you out.

VACANCY
The present Parochial Church Council Secretary will be retiring at the AGM in 
April 2019, after many years.  

The position is non-remunerable and involves taking the minutes for five 
meetings/year, typing these up and forwarding them with the Agendas to the 
relevant members. There may occasionally be some additional letters to send.

The only qualifications you need is the ability to use a computer and to type 
as full training will be given on the protocol for meetings.

Applicants need not be regular Church attenders or possess a halo! 

If you think you would like to do this job, please get in touch with 
Rev Rod Prince on 540475.

Autumn Confirmation Service
Have you ever considered being CONFIRMED? There is to be a Confirmation Service at Ashbourne on Sunday 7th October 
for anyone from within the Carsington Deanery wanting to take this next step in their faith. If you are interested in joining 
other candidates currently being prepared, or just to find out more, please speak to a member of clergy or give your name 
to Sheila at the Team Office.
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 1 From the car park in Wirksworth Dale, walk 
downhill and turn left into Brassington. 
Continue down the hill into the village and 
down the steep hill.

Point 2 – The Smithy Barn sign

 2 At the Smithy Barn sign, after the white house on 
the left, (there used to be a finger pointer) turn 
left up a track between two buildings (this goes 
through private property, please keep straight, on 
the footpath).

At the end of the track, go through the small 
wicket gate on the right. The footpath leads 
diagonally across the field, through a squeeze 
gate and another field. A second squeeze gate 
takes you into a third field.

 3 Follow the finger pointer and turn left up the 
field (a short climb). At the top of the field, climb 
through another squeeze gate and turn right.

Point 4 – The view back towards Brassington

 4 Follow the path along, through the squeeze gate, 
and then curve around up the hill, through an area 
of old lead mines, past “two fingers” rocks on 
your left, and finally descend to a “hidden valley”.

 5 The path crosses a track via two squeeze gates and 
continues diagonally to the corner of the field.

Cross the stile and continue straight up the hill to 
the top (keeping to the left of the trees). A single 
gatepost marks the route.

Point 6 – The pond

 6 A well-earned bit of flat and downhill now! From 
the gatepost, go slightly left towards the lonely 
squeeze gate 100m away (bearing 80º if you have 
a compass). Continue roughly straight on. Pass 
the small pond on your left. 

Length: 5 miles. Allow about 2 hours.
Start/Finish: Wirksworth Dale car park
Difficulty: Moderate. Some stiles and two steep climbs.
Road sections: are shown in bold

This is only a rough guide – you need to 
take a 1:25,000 map with you. Make sure 
you take care when walking on roads.

Brasson Walk:  
The Fell Race Route

Brasson Walk: The Fell Race Route
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Point 6 – The view of the reservoir

Carsington reservoir will gradually become visible 
spread out on your right.

 

Point 7 – The trail bordered by trees

7 The path leads down to a gate with a stile. This 
leads into a trail bordered by trees.

Point 8 – The lane down into Carsington

 8 Climb over the stile next to a gate and into 
the lane leading to the village of Carsington.

Point 9 – The steep climb out of Carsington

 9 Where the lane joins the main road through 
Carsington, immediately turn left between 
two houses up Mining Lane. (There is a 
finger pointer).

The track rises and goes up a flight of steps and 
through a small gate. The path then climbs very 
steeply to a way marker post and then bears right 
and under the telephone wires and on toward the 
wood and another way marker post.

 10 The path flattens out and follows the side of the 
wood. At the wall, the path turns 90º left – don’t 
go over the stile.

Point 11 – Looking back from Manystones Lane

 11 Staying to the left of the wall, head toward the 
turbines and a good view of Harborough rocks. 
There is a way marker post by the little wood, 
marked ‘Old Knoll’, continue until you meet 
Manystones Lane at a stile.

 12 TAKE CARE crossing the road. Go over three 
stiles and onto the High Peak Trail. Follow the 
High Peak trail left and turn left immediately 
before the works. Watch out for bikes.

 13 Follow the track to the end and turn right onto 
Manystones Lane. Walk along the road 300m to 
the stile (by the farm gate) on your left, at the 
corner of the field.

Point 14 – Back down to the car park

 14 Follow the left hand wall around the field and 
down and over the stile at the bottom. Turn right, 
200 metres down the lane to the car park.

Brasson Walk: The Fell Race Route
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Aldwark, the hamlet… what can 
we say…? We’re 2 miles north of 
Brasson, 1,078 ft above sea level, 
our own micro climate, 31 residents 
between the age of one and 83, 
the worst wi-fi known to mankind, 
almost no phone reception, and 
most of us don’t know how to send 
an email!…

We’re alternative! We love a lot 
of food and booze – we’re often 
grumpy – in fact we are one big 
and happy dysfunctional family! 
We brew our own beer, we have 
our own holistic therapist, a couple 
of nurses and a pharmacist. What 
more could we need? In the 
summer we are inundated with 
tourists, cyclists, Duke of Edinburgh 
students and delivery vans.

In the winter we are most happy 
when we are snowed in. Apart 
from that, if you find yourself in 
Aldwark you’re lost! We take the 
Aldwark signs down to discourage 
visitors! Once there were numerous 
knickers belonging to a resident 

(who we will not name), which 
were hung on one of the outer 
bushes as a further deterrent!

Over the years there has been 
plenty of drama – more drama than 
you get on the BBC! But at the end 
of the day, we’re all here for each 
other. Currently one of the most 
exciting thing that has happened 
is finding a hedgehog!!!! So if you 
find yourself thinking you might pop 
up to see us, for a beer, a spot of 
reflexology or some fresh eggs, do 
not worry – as we all will welcome 
you with open arms!

Tatterfilarious Missus!  
Jen Lomas and Sandra Cooper

What a Small World!

Another local resident, John Etches, 
whose family has also farmed here 
for many years recalls how he and 
his wife Michelle recently visited 
their daughter Lorna and her kiwi 
husband Shane in New Zealand. 
They visited a Tui Brewery Museum 
in Mangatainoka, on the North 
Island, and found reference to a 
‘gentleman’ named Henry Wagstaff 
who apparently lived in Aldwark 
in the 1880’s. It was reported that 
Henry left his family behind and 
emigrated to New Zealand – settling 
in a place called Wanganui, near 
Wellington, on the North Island. 
History says that HenryWagstaff 

went on to discover the famous 
Tui Brewery which still produces 
the popular Tui beer today. John’s 
son in law did more research and 
purchased a book called ‘The 
Spectacular and Utterly True 
History of Tui ‘ written by James 
Griffin, in which is recorded “As 
good a place as any to start the 
attempted story of the life of Henry 
Wagstaff is a village, a tiny dot on 
the Google map called Aldwark, in 
Derbyshire, in England. It lies at the 
southern end of the Peak District 
National Park, and is surrounded 
by other villages with quaint 
English names like Darley Dale, 
Belper and Wirksworth. Actually 
‘village’ is far too grand a term for 

Aldwark. Aldwark, in the middle 
of nowhere with no one there, 
has been described as ‘somewhat 
bleak’ and near Aldwark within the 
zone of bleakness is Hill Top Farm 
which is where Henry’s parents 
lived…” and where Mick and Jill 
Harrison now live – enjoying their 
lovely home with their delightful 
cottage gardens, and meeting lots 
of interesting people staying in their 
converted holiday cottages.

Aldwark

Aldwark
Aldwalk’s oldest resident – 
Rosie Smith aged 83 – whose 
late husband George’s 
family has farmed here for 
generations, and their son 
David still continues the 
family tradition today
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Aldwark Artisan Ales  
at Lydgate Farm.

The idyllic hamlet of Aldwark has 
changed over the last fifty years 
from being an agricultural hamlet 
with five main small farming families 
to now include tourism, with several 
holiday cottages, and even has its 
own micro brewery.

Eighteen months ago, Jen Lomas, 
Ian and their two kids Fran and Max 
set out to convert the old milking 
parlour on their farm into a shiny 
new brewery, and after a fair bit of 

blood, sweat and tears they did it! 
Farming a few beef cows and sheep 
on a small hill farm was proving to 
be like pushing water up a hill. Ian 
worked part time at Wirksworth 
Pharmacy and wanted to make use 
of some of the potential Lydgate 
Farm has to offer to enable them to 
sustain a life in Aldwark.

They brew with water from their 
own borehole, and coming from 
130 metres down, the water is cold 
and crystal clear. Ian uses his science 
base to create great recipes. The 
cows eat the brewers’ grain, and 
Jen sells the beer. It has turned out 
to be a pretty good idea.

So now, days at Lydgate Farm 
(which has been in the Lomas family 
for three generations) are far from 
boring! They are hectic, productive, 
sometimes stressful, but mostly 
filled with life and fun.

Recently Longcliffe Quarries Ltd has 
very kindly offered to sponsor their 
brewery with an automatic bottling 

plant, which will help massively 
with expansion and to get the beers 
nationwide. Soon their website will 
have an online shop where Aldwark 
Artisan Ales can be bought and sent 
all over the country. Exciting times 
ahead!

Jen Lomas – Follow us on 
Facebook, Twitter and Instagram. 
www.aaabrewery.co.uk

Aldwark

Fran and Max tending their sheep

Jen and Ian hard at work in their brewery Amazing views from Lydgate Farm

– a local small and friendly hamlet
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Parish Council Report
Parish Council

If you have a few minutes over the summer, wander 
down to the Village Green, which is next to the 
recreation ground. The Parish Council and Environment 
Committee are looking at working together in order 
to get greater usage of the Village Green, and would 
welcome ideas from the residents of Brassington. It 
could well be that the pump that once stood on the 
corner could be installed back in position, and maybe 
local children can get involved in designing some new 
plant layouts for the green. A number of people feel 
that the green is not used and, I dare say, a number 
of people do not even know we have a green. There 
could well be funding available for the project – we 
just need the views and ideas of the locals, so get in 
touch if you have any brainwaves.

The Parish Council would like to welcome two new 
members, Sara Longmate and Steven Gough. We 
would also like to thank Lesley Brown who resigned 
as a Parish Councillor so that she could take over as 
Parish Clerk on a voluntary basis when the previous 
clerk resigned. Lesley is doing a sterling job. The 
Council is having a summer recess, but will be back 
working for the village and surrounding areas in 
September. The Parish Council can be contacted at any 
time on brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Help with Heating
Does someone you know live in a home that’s hard 
to heat in winter? If so, they may be eligible for a free 
new heating system from Derbyshire County Council’s 
Healthy Home Programme. The offer is available to 
residents in Brassington parish and other areas off the 
gas grid. you know would benefit from this scheme, 
see full details opposite.

DO YOU NEED PLANS DRAWN?

SERVICES INCLUDE

• Site Consultation & Design Advice
• Drawings for: Conversions, Extensions,  

Refurbishments etc.
• Sketch to CAD Drawings
• Planning Advice and Application Submission
• Building Regulations Advice & Submission
• Planning Appeals

Please call: 01629 700487
For a free site consultation.

enquiries@apestates-design.co.uk

www.apestates-design.co.uk

The Village Green
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Brassington Footpath Survey 2018
Over the winter months, braving 
rain and snow, a hardy band of 
Brassington volunteers, surveyed 
all 32 public footpaths and 4 
bridleways in the Parish. The group 
looked at how well the routes 
are signposted, the condition of 
gates and stiles, any obstructions 
or problems, and accessibility. 
We found that many repairs and 
improvements are needed to make 
Brassington’s footpath network as 
well-maintained and accessible as 
possible, so that residents and visitors 
alike can continue to enjoy our 
precious countryside. Next, we plan 
to discuss how the improvements 
can be achieved with the County, 
District and Parish Councils plus 
local landowners. Some practical 
improvements could be undertaken 
through voluntary effort, and we’ll 
be looking for more help from 
interested local residents. Contact us 
if you want a copy of the report.

Village Pond
Over the spring and early summer 
the Environment Group has 
continued to improve the area 
around the Pond, clearing more 
space around the new bed and 
planting it with a colourful display 
in time for Open Gardens. Having 
successfully worked over the last 
year to reduce leakage from the 
Pond, we reckoned without the 
heatwave conditions of the last few 
months which have resulted in the 
Pond, like many others in the area, 

drying up! The invasive grass which 
choked the Pond until it was cleared 
two years ago has also grown back 
and so we have started clearing it 
again through work sessions. If you 
are prepared to give a hand with 
this on the odd Saturday morning 
over the next 2 months, you would 
be really welcome – dates on the 
Parish Facebook page.

Litter and other nasty stuff!
The last Community Litterpick was 
in March when local volunteers, 
including children from the School, 
cleared verges and lanes around 
Brassington. Over 12 full bags of 
litter were collected, including some 
fascinating items such as a starter 
motor and plastic car fairings. 
Much of the litter on verges comes 
from cars, lorries and cyclists. 
We’re sure that Brassington people 
would not be so thoughtless as to 
chuck stuff out of their vehicles. 
Another painful aspect of the 
Litterpick, was finding full dog poo 
bags chucked into hedges, left for 
someone else to take away (us!). To 
that tiny minority of dog owners 
who are responsible, good marks 
for realising that dog dirt has bad 
health impacts on children and 
livestock, but bad marks for leaving 
even more plastic in the countryside. 
Please, pick up your dog’s poo in 
a bag and dispose of it in a bin. 
Another Litterpick in November 
and we’d appreciate your help

20 MPH Rural Pilot Project
As Banter readers are aware, 
Brassington was chosen to be one 
of the places in Derbyshire where 
the County Council is to pilot a 
20 MPH speed limit. Traffic speeds 
in the village was one of the most 
important issues for local residents 
when the residents survey was 
undertaken in 2014. The Council 

listened and eventually decided to 
give it a try. Now, however, the 
whole idea is being reviewed and 
the future of such a 20 MPH zone 
is under question. Both the Parish 
Council and the Local Environment 
Group have written to Councillor 
Simon Spencer, the Cabinet Member 
responsible at the County Council, 
asking him listen to Brassington 
residents and the 20 MPH speed 
limit to be implemented. If you feel 
strongly about it, you could also 
write to Councillor Spencer.

Local Environment Group
Local Environment Group

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

Call us on

A local family run business 

Houses, Sheds & Garages cleared 
throughout Derbyshire

Fully Licensed

Discreet & Professional
service carried out 

01773 827464 | 07398 969149



16 On the Wild Side – by Chris Johnstone

The Peak District has had a poor 
track-record when it comes to the 
custody of birds of prey.

The Hen Harrier, a sensitive 
moorland predator, has long been 
persecuted for its partiality to a 
grouse or two and not surprisingly, 
other birds of prey have been caught 
in the resulting cross-fire. Common 
Buzzards are no exception.

Unfortunately, the debate over how 
damaging raptors truly are to game 
bird populations is likely to continue 
and species such as the Hen Harrier 
will remain vulnerable. However, 

while Hen Harriers remain confined 
to our moorlands, buzzards have 
managed to broadly overcome 
persecution and their ability to 
adapt to life near humans has 
made them a common sight above 
Brassington, as well as more built-
up areas such as Wirksworth and 
Ashbourne. I even see them circling 
the skies around Glasgow on my 
occasional trips up North.

The buzzard’s tricks for survival are 
laziness and a varied diet. Rabbits and 
rodents spring to mind when thinking 
about a typical bird of prey’s diet, but 
buzzards will happily eat frogs, small 

birds and earthworms too. The most 
rewarding meal for a buzzard though 
is one that does not move.

A buzzard has to expend almost no 
energy in catching carrion, so one 
of its favourite perches tends to be 
on a fence-post or telegraph pole at 
the side of the road, where roadkill 
is never too far away. This choice of 
perch gave rise to one of my favourite 
nicknames for the buzzard and one 
that I remember from growing-up in 
Scotland – the ‘telegraph post eagle’.

Closer to Brassington, you’re in 
with a good chance of spotting a 

buzzard almost every day. Individuals 
and often pairs, routinely patrol the 
skies over Rainster Rocks and the 
hills towards Carsington Pastures. 
Using warm air, they rise from the 
ground to glide around with little 
to no effort (another testament to 
their laziness) and they can survey 
large areas of land in search of their 
next meal. When soaring, you can 
identify a buzzard by the shallow 
‘V’ shape of its wings, ending with 
individual feathers that spread out 
like fingers. Typically, they keep their 
tail fanned and make a sound not 
dissimilar to a cat’s miaow, but more 
high pitched.

The Telegraph Post Eagles

For the last 5 years, I have 
been fortunate enough to 

watch and photograph several 
buzzards from a purpose 

built hide on the outskirts of 
Wirksworth. With this setup, 
I’ve been fortunate enough 
to witness a whole host of 
behaviours and build up a 
wide portfolio of images.
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Allotments Darren Rippon 540348

Avon Representative Julie Kirkham 540519

Brasson Banter Heather Leach 540801 brassonbanter@gmail.com

Brassington FC Jo Wragg 540676 jojo.karl@hotmail.co.uk

Brownies/Guides June Baldwin 540818

Derbyshire Connect Bus 01335 342951 bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk

Fish/Game Van R.G.Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday)

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 01335 343641 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Local Environment Gp Roger Jackson 540801 rogjackson6@gmail.com

Milk delivery Paul Johnson 01246 861087 / 
07974 527096

Miners Arms Andrew and  
Karen Richardson

540222

Neighb’d Watch Sandra Atkinson 540628

Netball Sam Mason 540520

Newspapers Peter-MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com

Over 60s Liz Fargent 540469

Parish Council clerk Lesley Brown brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Peak Advertiser Finn Everest 540959

PCSO 4495 Jo Dales Non-emergency 
number:

101 Address: Ashbourne Enquiry Office, 
Compton Road, Ashbourne, DE6 1BX

Pre-school Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com

PTA (FOBS) Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com

Royal British Legion Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com

Recreation Ground Jo Wragg 540676 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings Sam Mason 540520 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School Cathy Kinsella 540212 enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin 540818

St James’ Newsletter Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ Rector Canon David Truby 822858

Tea and Toast Anna McGuire 540924 anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk

Village Hall bookings Melissa Barron 540368

Village Hall fundraising Terri Barron

Village website www.brassington.org.uk

Whist Drive Von Maddocks 540251

Ye Olde Gate Inne Mel and Tony 540448 www.theoldegateinne.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).

Useful Contacts
Useful Contacts
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Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

YE OLDE GATE INN
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed lunchtime except Bank Holidays but open for evening meals
Tuesday - Thursday – Lunchtime 12.00 noon - 3.00pm

Monday - Thursday – Evenings 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12.00 noon - 11.00pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard  540943

Pilates with Louise
Pilates with Louise on Thursday’s restart on 

6 September from 6.45pm - 7.45pm in Brassington 
Village Hall. Weekly classes also in Cromford, 

Kirk Ireton Rowsley & Darley Abbey. New classes 
in Sally Montague Studio in Ashbourne. 

Contact Louise Patterson  
Body Control Pilates® Qualified Instructor 

Tel: 01629 540498 / 07973 824884 

www.lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk fb/lppilatesderbyshire

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Contact Sue Genders 540242

The Clayrooms is the perfect 
venue to host your bespoke 
event. From children’s parties to 
hen parties to corporate events.

We o�er a rich and varied 
programme of workshops and 
events throughout the year.

pottery studio o�ering workshops, courses and memberships

                           
hello@theclayrooms.co.uk
www.theclayrooms.co.uk

facebook/theclayrooms
@theclayrooms

The ClayRooms
Derby Road
Ashbourne
DE6 1BE
07725362329 / 07595095512

Tel: 0207 219 3511

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970   Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Adverts for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts
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Old Farmhouse
Furniture

BESPOKE 
KITCHENS

BESPOKE 
BEDROOMS

BESPOKE 
FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Advertsfor business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts
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Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views 
and articles on any interesting 
topic, provided that they are 
not anonymous, libellous or 
offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
October’s Parish Newsletter is 
Monday 17th September 2018.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
December’s Brasson Banter is 
Thursday 1st November 2018.

To: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Michelle Walsh 540737
Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like  
to thank our sponsors:

Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd,  
Spencer Bros. (1903) Ltd,  
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd,  
Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just 
want tell us what you think, 
email brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or give us a call. No experience 
necessary. 

Apologies

Apologies to Longcliffe Quarries 
Limited for misquoting their 
company name as Longcliffe 
Industries in the St James’ 
Church Access Fundraising 
report in the Brasson Banter 
Summer 2018 issue 10.

The Back Page

The Back Page
Traditional Parkin

Ingredients
200g butter, plus extra to grease tin
1 large egg 
4 tbsp milk
200g golden syrup 
85g treacle
85g light soft brown sugar
100g medium oatmeal or rolled oats
250g self-raising flour 
1 tbsp ground ginger

Method
Heat oven to 160C/140C fan/gas 3. 
Grease 22cm/9-inch square tin – line 
with baking parchment.  

Beat the egg and milk together.

Melt the syrup, treacle, sugar and 
butter until the sugar has dissolved.  
Remove from the heat, mix together 
the oats, flour and ginger and stir 
into the syrup mixture, followed by 
the egg and milk.

Pour mixture into the tin – bake for 
50 mins to 1 hour or until the cake 
feels firm and slightly crusty on top.

Cool then wrap in parchment and foil 
and keep for at least 3-5 days … the 
longer you keep it (up to 2 weeks) 
the softer and sticker it becomes.


