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Welcome to the fourth 
edition of Brasson Banter 

Our Church is involved in many areas of village life 
with	people	of	all	ages.		The	Parish	leaflet	combines	
with the Banter to make sure we all know what 

is going on in our community.  Events organised by the 
Church this year include the Quiz Supper, Open 
Gardens, Talent concert, Tea & Toast, Wakes 
Week, Harvest and Remembrance Services, 
Gift Day, School play, Christmas and Easter 
services,	and	of	course,	confirmations,	baptisms, 
weddings, funerals.  Home visits by the clergy 
are important to people in times of ill health or 
personal	difficulty.		The	Church	is	a	historic 
building open to visitors from May to 
September and is a collection point for 
Food bank donations.  Where would we 
be without it?

STOP PRESS • STOP PRESS
Miner’s Arms Business as 
usual, including food and 
B&B but what’s the future 
for The Miner’s Arms come 
February 2017?  
Brassington School to 
become an academy?  
The school has announced 
to parents: “The following 
decision was made 
by a majority vote [of 
Governors] at the meeting 
on 29 September 2016: “To 
apply to join QEGS Multi 
Academy Trust, subject to 
   caveats…””
  So big changes afoot for  
our 150 year old school.  
What do you think?



Useful contacts

Allotments: Darren Rippon 540348
Avon Representative: Julie Kirkham 540519
Boules: Sue Genders 540242
Brasson Banter: Anna McGuire 540924 brassonbanter@gmail.com
Brassington FC: Jo Wragg 540676
Brownies/Guides: Wendy Slater 540482
Fish/Game Van: R. G. Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday) 
Grocery Van: A. R. Bentley (in Brassington Tuesday pm - Greenway 
  3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).
Milk delivery: Paul Johnson 01246 863094 / 07974 527096
Miner’s Arms: Janet & Stephen 540222
Neighb’d Watch: Sandra Atkinson 540628
Netball: Sam Mason 540520
Newspapers: Peter - MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com
Over 60s: Liz Fargent 540469
Parish Council clerk: Brenda Kirkham  07916 298107 brassingtonclerk@gmail.com
Peak Advertiser: Becca Rippon 540348
PCSO	4495	Jo	Dales	 	 	 Ashbourne	Enquiry	Office 
Non-emergency number: 101 Compton Road, Ashbourne, DE6 1BX
Photographic Club: Richard Wilson 540214 richard.wilson@w3z.co.uk
Pre-school: Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com
Primary School: Liz Moorsom 540212 enquiries@brassington.  
    derbyshire.sch.uk
PTA (FOBS): Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com
Royal British Legion: Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com
Recreation Ground & 
MUGA bookings: Andrew Mason  brassingtonrgca@outlook.com
St James’ 
Churchwarden: June Baldwin 540818
St James’ Newsletter: Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com
St James’ Rector: Canon David Truby 822858
Tea and Toast: Anna McGuire 540924 anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk
Village website:    brassingtonvillage.org
Village Hall bookings: Lucy Wilson 540214
Village Hall  
Fundraising: Bea Lucas   bee_lucas@yahoo.co.uk
Whist Drive: Joan Slater 540482
Ye Olde Gate Inn: Mel & Tony 540448

If you’d like to be included in this list, please send in details of your group to 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com 

(or see back page for contact details)



Regular events:
Monday 5.45pm - 7.15pm Brownies meet in the Village Hall
Monday 7.30pm – 9.00pm Guides meet in the Village Hall
Wednesday 1.30pm Whist Drive in the RBL, (fortnightly) 
Wednesday 7.30pm – 8.30pm Brassington FC training at Wirksworth Leisure Centre

Diary Dates for December:
Saturday 3rd  11am – 3pm Gift Day in St James Church
Tuesday 6th  1pm Over 60s Christmas Meal at the Olde Gate Inne 
Tuesday 6th  7pm Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall
Wednesday 14th Brassington School Christmas play
Thursday 15th  Brassington School Christmas play
Tuesday 20th  3.15pm Bauble race, £1 per bauble (from FOBS tel 540498), 
   £50 cash prize.
Tuesday 20th  End of term for Brassington School and Pre-school
Friday 23rd  2.30pm-3pm Mobile Library Van outside the School, by the play area
Friday 23rd  7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service in church
Saturday 24th  6pm Children’s Crib Service in church
Sunday 25th  9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist in church 
Thursday 29th   Christmas Waste Collection (Grey bin only)

January 2017:
Tuesday 3rd   Term starts at Brassington Pre-school, INSET day at School
Wednesday 4th  Term starts at Brassington School
Thursday 5th   Christmas Waste Collection (Grey bin only)
Garden Waste – Collections are suspended for the weeks commencing 26th December & 
2nd January

Picture Quiz Answers: 
1)House attached to Miner’s Arms. 
2) The Knoll, Maddock Lake. 
3) The George, Church Street.

Thank you
Brasson Banter would also like to thank our 
sponsors for 2016: Hoe Grange Holidays, 
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd, Massey Bros Transport, 
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd and Spencer Bros 
(1903) Brassington Ltd.

What’s on and Events

Please send in details of your group to carrod.
prince@btinternet.com (or see back page for 

contact details).
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Place it at the edge of your 
property on your green/ 
recycling day between 
Monday 9th January & 
Friday 3rd February. 
Trees no longer than 
5ft.  Remove 
decorations and 
pot. 
You can recycle 
non-glitter Christmas 
cards in your blue bin 
insert or blue bag.

Recycle your real 
Christmas tree



We are all familiar with the 
Christmas story; a baby 
born in a manger, his 
parents sharing their space 
with the animals because 
there was no room at the 
inn.  We love to tell this 

familiar story every year; it’s part of a pattern 
which provides a marker for the stages of our 
lives, like birthdays, anniversaries and other 
family occasions when we gather together. 
No one would want to dispel the rosy picture 
that the birth of Jesus has become for us, but 
it’s worth thinking about some of the realities 
of the world that he was born into and the 
similarities with the world that we live in now.
The Gospels of Luke and Matthew are the 
only two which include what is known as 
the “birth narratives”.  The stories of Jesus’ 
birth are about a family that couldn’t get 
accommodation, about a child born in 
poor surroundings, about a world that was 
in turmoil where a foreign power occupied 
the land.  They described a reality which was 
difficult	for	many	people,	and	as	the	writers	
told the story of their Saviour’s birth, they 
wanted us to understand that this gift from 
God was a gift to the poor, and the people 
“on the edge”.
How does the story of Jesus’ birth relate to us 
other than as tale alongside all of the others 
that are often told at Christmas?  For me, it 
tells us that we have a responsibility to work 
for the common good, to build a community 
in which people are not excluded; a 
community where children are able to grow 
secure safe and healthy.

We can do that together, in many ways; one 
way to do so is by supporting the “Jigsaw” 
Foodbank, which is run by the churches in 
Matlock and Wirksworth.  By simply making a 
small donation of food to the food bin in the 
church porch we are able to support over 
sixty needy families in this area. 
You might decide to do something positive 
at Christmas time, and so mirror the intention 
of the God who is generous—the God 
who gave us of himself in the shape of a 
vulnerable child.
When it comes - have a lovely Christmas.
David Truby 
(Team Rector, Wirksworth Team Ministry)

The Wirksworth Team Ministry4

Gift Day
St James Church will be holding its annual Gift Day on Saturday 3rd December between 

11am and 3pm. A variety of activities are planned to cater for all ages, with crafts for 
children,	a	Christmas	floral	arrangement	demonstration,	bell	ringing	and	some	carols.	

Homemade soup, tea/coffee and mince pies will be served. All are very welcome. This 
is an opportunity for those who are not regular givers to donate money in support of the 

pastoral running of the church. Please give generously.

Support “Jigsaw” Foodbank; donate food 
to the food bin in the church porch



The Wirksworth Team Ministry   5

The Wirksworth Christmas Tree Festival
starts with the switching on of the tree lights 
during the Town Carol sing on Wednesday 
14th December 2016; the Trees will be in 
church for viewing from Thursday 15th 
December 2016 until Monday 2nd 
January 2017. 

Saturday 17th December will be a 
special “Christmas Tree Festival Day” with 
performances in church from Wirksworth 
Schools, Choirs, local groups & organisations 
throughout the day. Craft activities will be 
available for children and refreshments on 
sale from 10.30 am to 4.00 pm. No charge for 
entry: donations welcome.

Sunday 4th Eucharist Kara Werner 
Sunday 11th Morning Worship Rod Prince
Sunday 18th BCP Eucharist David Truby
Friday 23rd 7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service David Truby & Rod Prince
Christmas Eve, 6pm Children’s Crib Service Rod Prince
Christmas Day, 9.30am Christmas Day Eucharist Martin Hulbert & Rod Prince
Sunday 1st January NO SERVICE. All parishes to St Mary’s Wirksworth for Team  
 Eucharist at 10am
Sunday 8th Jan, 9.30am Morning Worship  Liz Thomas

Sunday 4th 11am Christingle Service David Truby & Lindsay Pearson
Wednesday 14th 7pm Town Carol Service with 
 “switch on” of lights for 
 Christmas Tree Festival in church David Truby
Christmas Eve, 11.30pm Midnight Eucharist Naomi Barraclough & 
  Lindsay Pearson
Wednesday 28th 7.30pm Christmas Carol Service David Truby
Sunday 1st January 10am Team Eucharist David Truby & 
  Naomi Barraclough
Sunday 8th January 6pm Team Epiphany Carols  David Truby & Lindsay Pearson

4th Dec Ann Barry Audrey Seals
11th Dec  No Flowers Rita Charlton
18th Dec June Baldwin Ann Barry
25th Dec  No Flowers Barbara Paine
1st Jan No Flowers Brian Barry

Calendar of Church Services –  St James Brassington

St Mary’s Wirksworth

Flowers & Sidesmen 100 Club Winner
November: 30 Mary Robinson

Sunday 11th December at 2.45pm 
A concert by the Wirksworth 

Community Orchestra in 
St Mary’s Church



t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

Parish Council Report

Village Website
We are exploring the idea of building a 
new village website. Get in touch if you 
are interested.  Experience useful, but 
enthusiasm more important.

Changes on the Parish Council
Ray Smith and Lesley Brown have joined 
the council, with Ray taking over as Chair.  
We would like to thank them for stepping 
forward.

Cars
The increasing number of cars in the 
village means parking is more of an issue. 
Please park carefully, avoiding corners 
and double parking – a narrow space 
might not allow access for buses, tractors 

or emergency vehicles. Both of our pubs 
have large car parks; please use them. If 
you have a holiday cottage, encourage 
your guests to park responsibly. Any views 
on how to improve parking would be 
welcome.

Village Maintenance
•  A number of villagers have expressed 

concerns about the appearance of 
the village.  This is now hopefully in 
hand, with the jitties and verges now 
being tidier. 

•  Plans are now underway to tidy the 
cemetery hedge and garden.

•  Finally, if you have any expertise on 
Japanese Knotweed, we would love to 
hear from you!
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Contact the Parish Council via the clerk, Brenda Kirkham: 
7 Ashes Lane, Fenny Bentley. DE6 1LD   07916 298107  brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Cllr Phil Bateman
Bridget	and	I	moved	to	Brassington,	from	Chesterfield,	in	2004	for	
a more relaxed rural lifestyle. I retired from my job as a Primary 
Head Teacher and, although I miss the fun of working with 
children, I don’t miss Ofsted!  We consider ourselves to be very 
lucky to live in Brassington, which is not only a beautiful place, but 
also has a warm, friendly and supportive community. I wanted to 
put something back into the village, so I decided to stand on the 
Parish Council. In these times of central and local government 
cuts I want to work with my fellow councillors to try to preserve 
the environment and the community here in Brassington, and to 
enhance and develop them for future generations.

Meet the Parish Council – in alphabetical order! 



On 12th October Brassington Local Environment Group held its launch meeting. The new 
organisation, which came out of the Community Plan, was formed to conserve, protect 
and enhance the local environment of Brassington. Working in partnership with the Parish 
Council, the group will look for more resources, aiming to give the environment of our Parish 
a	higher	profile	and	to	involve	more	local	residents	and	organisations.	

The Group will 

•  continue to organise twice yearly Community Litterpicks, so that the village and wider 
Parish is kept clean and tidy. 

•  aim to make the Village Pond on Middle Lane a place for local residents and visitors to 
enjoy	and	for	wildlife	to	thrive;	the	first	stage	of	this	has	started	with	the	clearance	of	
the vegetation which choked the Pond - many thanks to Peter and Robert Carson of 
Longcliffe	Dale	Farm	for	this;	and	also	to	Hoben	International	for	their	financial	support	for	
other aspects of the project. 

•  to produce a Village Design Guide,	which	will	influence	the	design	and	look	of	residential	
development in the Parish, whether new housing, extensions or conversions. This will be 
fully discussed with the Parish Council and the Planning Authority, and will be subject to 
community	consultation	before	it	is	finalised.	

•  work with supportive companies in the Longcliffe area to explore how improvements can 
be made to the environment of that part of the Parish. 

While Brassington needs some limited development to make it sustainable in the long 
term, it is crucial that the unique environment of Brassington village and the wider Parish is 
protected and, where possible, improved. This was a big message from the Community Plan 
consultation, and is what the new Group is all about! 

Come and join us! Contact Roger Jackson (540801) 
email: rogjackson6@gmail.com.

Brassington Local Environment Group launched!  7

The village pond, possibly late 19th Century. The village pond 2016, prior to renovation.



A Safer Neighbourhood8
Sandra Atkinson our Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator interviews PC Rachel Baggaley.

SA What is Ashbourne Safer 
Neighbourhood Team?

RB Safer Neighbourhoods is all about 
each area having a dedicated local 

team making the community a safer and 
more pleasant place to live. It also gives 
residents the opportunity to set their area’s 
policing priorities to help tackle problems 
that matter to them the most, such as anti-
social behaviour or speeding. We will then 
work with partners and local agencies to 
address the concerns. 
Brassington is part of the Tissington and 
Carsington Safer Neighbourhood Team 
(also includes Fenny Bentley, Mappleton, 
Hognaston, Kniveton and Parwich) based 
in Ashbourne. This in turn is part of the 
Derbyshire Dales Local Policing Unit (LPU) 
which incorporates most of the Peak District 
National Park, from Hathersage in the North 
to Sudbury in the South. The LPU is one of 
five	which	form	part	of	the	North	Division	of	
Derbyshire Constabulary. 

SAThat sounds like a big area to cover; 
so who is in the team?

RB Alongside myself there are PC 
Amanda Tyas and PCSO’s Adam 

Hine, David Seabridge and Joanne Dales. 
However there are other PCs, PCSOs 
and Special Constables working on Safer 
Neighbourhood teams across the High Peak 
and Derbyshire Dales. 

SA Is	anyone	specifically	allocated	to	Brassington?

RB PC Amanda Tyas and PCSO Joanne 
Dales are your Brassington Safer 

Neighbourhood	officers.	

SA What are the priorities of the Safer 
Neighbourhood	Team,	specifically	in	

Brassington?

RB Raising awareness of security is 
our current priority to help prevent 

burglaries and theft from vehicles over the 
autumn and winter months, particularly 

as the darker nights draw in. We are also 
targeting speeding motorists and anti-social 
behaviour at derelict buildings in Ashbourne.  

SA We are very lucky and experience 
very little crime in the village but we 

have had a few incidents in the last year; 
what can we do to try and mitigate this?

RB The Derbyshire Dales is one of the 
safest areas in the country, however 

it is always good practice to look after your 
own security and how you can boost this. 
From walking round the village my advice 
would be to:-
•  Ensure that sheds, garages and other 

outbuildings	are	fitted	with	good	quality	
locks with no valuables left on view. It is 
always worth security marking tools and 
other valuables to help deter thieves. 

•  Ensure that house keys are not left in the 
locks and that car and house keys are left 
out of view. 

•  Consider installing security lighting or 
CCTV around your property. This acts as a 
good deterrent to thieves. 

•  Don’t advertise to thieves. Ensure that 
packaging from new goods is disposed of 
properly, such as shredding and putting in 
the recycle bin. 

•  Remain vigilant and report any suspicious 
activity to us on 101. Always dial 999 if a 
crime is in action. 

SA Why do you think it is important for us 
to have a Neighbourhood Watch in 

the village?

RB The aim of a Neighbourhood Watch is 
to bring neighbours together to create 

a strong, friendly and active community 
where crime and anti-social behaviour is less 
likely to happen. In Brassington this will be 
second nature to many of the residents. A 
village where the residents care, trust and 
respect each other is more likely to be a 
community that enjoys a good quality of life.



SA What makes a Neighbourhood Watch 
work well?

RB When I am helping other villages set 
up a Neighbourhood Watch scheme 

I often use Brassington as an example. You 
have a “street” coordinator for each part 
of the village so no one in the community 
gets forgotten. I like the way as NW Co-
ordinator you welcome each person to the 
village, not only inviting them to join the NW 
but also telling them about village clubs, 
noticeboards and website so they can get 
involved and quickly feel part of the village.

SA Thanks for that positive feedback. 
What do you think are our challenges 

going forward?

RB I think we need to be vigilant 
about safety on the telephone and 

computer. Fraud and identity theft are 
a growing concern and we need to be 
particularly vigilant to support those in the 
village, especially the young and elderly, to 
the dangers this may present.

SA Thanks for your time Rachel; don’t be 
surprised if you and the team receive 

a few more questions next time you are in 
the village.
The Safer Neighbourhood team can be 
contacted by calling 101, or by sending 
them a message using the Contact Us 
section of the website here:www.derbyshire.
police.uk/Contact-Us 

A Safer Neighbourhood  9

Sgt Andrew 
Wordsworth 
2306

PC 
Rachael Baggally 
2204

PCSO 
Adam Hine 
16759

PCSO 
David Seabridge 
16757

PCSO 
Joanne Dales 
4495

Sandra Atkinson, Neighbourhood Watch Co-ordinator, and PCSO Seabridge 16757 during Operation Illuminate roadshow 
where residents were offered face to face security advice along with discounted security products.



My Brassington – Pat Horrocks10
In the bad winters of the ‘40s and ‘50s the 
menfolk all turned out to dig out the village 
on a regular basis as winds would blow in the 
snow again overnight. In the worst snow in 
1947 a large Canadian snow blower had to 
be used eventually to relieve local villages. 
People	were	very	self-sufficient	then	and	
baked their own bread and had a store of 
vegetables etc. but men still had to walk to 
Wirksworth with ponies to fetch vital supplies.
I can remember many winters when the 
workers going up Wirksworth Dale would dig 
steps in a massive drift some 10 feet high 
where the picnic area is today. In later years 
the County Council left piles of grit (no salt 
in it) in the old quarry area at Wirksworth 
Dale and the lengthmen would fetch barrow 
loads down to throw on the pavements and 
roads.
In the 1950s the snow was fantastic for kids 
– sledging was at a premium. Charltons 
big meadow, the Allotments (where the 
Bungalows are now) were full of kids building 
snow ramps and tunnels to extend the 

exhilaration. Also Longcliffe Dale – on a 
good run from the top you could reach the 
Vicarage – a long walk back but worth it. 
There was one large sledge “Big Bertha” that 
could seat eight, but it took some dragging 
back up the hill – we would be out there 
until it was going dark, day after day, only 
returning home for food and to change 
sodden socks.
The school remained open as the teachers 
lived in the village but we could make some 
super slides in the yard, snow houses and 
snowball	fights	in	the	field	at	playtime,	no	
health and safety then, but I only recall the 
odd minor injuries - none life threatening.
The Websters school bus to Wirksworth, 
unfortunately for some of us older kids very 
often managed to defy the snow, although 
I remember we had to all get to the back 
of the bus and bounce like mad to improve 
traction. Also some of the bigger boys 
were outside pushing us up the hills – great 
excitement but I am sure this would be 
frowned on today.

Defibrillators
There are now three Public Access 
Defibrillators	in	Brassington:	
1  On outside of the RBL.  Accessible 24/7.  

Call 999, and if the patient is in need of 
a	defibrillator,	the	call	taker	will	give	you	
the location and access code to the 
cabinet if the unit is within 500 metres of 
the address.

2  Inside the Village Hall. Only accessible 
when Hall in use.  Will be located on 
outside wall when funds are available to 
buy a cabinet.

3  Inside Rec Ground Pavilion. Unit only 
accessible when Pavilion open.

	No	specifically	trained	individuals	are	
required.	The	defibrillator	will	‘talk’	the	
instructions out loud for the user to follow.
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The school 
were proud 
to receive the 
School Games 
Silver Sports 
Mark. This is 
recognition of 
the school’s 
commitment to 
sport over the 
year. Despite 
our small size we 

have had teams in rugby, football, netball, 
cross country, gymnastics and swimming, all 
competing within the Anthony Gell Cluster 
events and school to school matches. The 
football team has thrived under Mr Lansley’s 
benign guidance. We are also recognised 
for providing sporting opportunities for the 

keen and the 
not so keen 
by offering a 
wide range 
of activities 
including sailing. 
Two members 
of staff have 
completed 
sports teaching 
qualifications	
so we can 
continue 
to increase 
sporting 
opportunities 
over the next 
year. Well done to everyone, staff and pupils 
for achieving this award.

School Games Silver Mark 11

R.P. GEORGE LTD
Agricultural Merchants, 
Timber & Ironmongers

Agricultural suppliers for over 70 
years throughout Derbyshire & 

Staffordshire. Please look on our 
website to see our whole range 

including gates, fencing, drainage, 
water troughs, feeding equipment, 

animal feed, pet and poultry products, 
protective clothing, signs, tools etc.

Bramshall Industrial Estate
Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 8TD

TEL: 01889 562017 
FAX: 01889 562245

 info@rpgeorge.co.uk

Sir Richard Arkwright and Cromford Mills
After	finding	out	about	Cromford	Mills	the	children	
decided that it was more interesting to be in school 
because when you worked at the mill you had to do the 
same thing every day and only got one half   day on 
Sunday.
There were lots of working children at Sir Richard’s Mills, 
they worked for him and they all had different jobs. They 
did it very well. 
They all wanted 
to get money for 
their family so they 
worked as hard as 
they could.



Letters12

Dear Brasson Banter,

Volunteers Needed for ReadyCall Macmillan

Many of us approach the end of one year and the beginning of a new one 

thinking about what we can do differently. Here’s a great opportunity to make 

some changes, meet new people and have a huge positive impact within your 

community. 

Readycall Macmillan is a charity offering a befriending service throughout 

the Derbyshire Dales to vulnerable or lonely people aged 60 and over, 

sometimes people with a disability, or dealing with life limiting conditions 

and health issues including cancer. 

Befriending can take many forms, from a pop in and a cuppa, to trips out, 

maybe shopping, visiting a cafe, transporting to medical appointments. We also 

offer practical befriending support – dog walking, curtain hanging, etc. We ask 

our befriending volunteers to commit to offering an hour or two, either weekly 

or fortnightly. 

In turn , volunteers are well supported by the organisation . We provide all 

out of pocket expenses to volunteers, free training and continuous support 

for you in your role .  A new user who has recently started seeing a volunteer 

commented; “I was so impressed and grateful . I tell everyone about how good 

the service is.”

What better time to make a change than 2017? If this is something you would 

be interested in please do get in touch and we’ll tell you all about the service 

and take it from there . Call on 01335 348600 or email donna@vcspd.org 

Yours,
Donna Crump 

Dear Brasson Banter,You may remember that I decided to 
take on this challenge to raise funds 
for Macmillan Cancer Support after 
a good friend was diagnosed with 
cancer last Christmas.  I did it!  And it was an amazing adventure 

from start to finish. Your support has been overwhelmingly generous. 
My personal total was £3,500 and 
altogether the group raised over £250 
000, to make sure that families devastated by cancer do not face the 

future alone. Thank you!             Phil Bateman

POST CARD



11The Three Peaks Challenge 13

On the 13th August 2016,  5 young men and 
1 lady set off on the three peaks challenge.  
It soon became clear to all six of them as 
they began their journey at the bottom of 
Ben Nevis that this was clearly no joke, as 
it had been when discussing it over a pint! 
The challenge aimed to raise money for two 
charities which had greatly helped Gareth 
Williams and Rob Frith.
In July 2012 Gareth suffered a terrible 
accident in the remote area of Hope Valley 
and needed the air ambulance which 
arrived within 12 minutes and immediately 
started treatment before whisking Gareth off 
to hospital.
 In April 2015 Rob & Heather Frith became 
proud parents of twin girls, Olivia & Isabelle. 
Unfortunately Isabelle suffered from HIE 
(Hypoxic Ishemic Encephatopathy - a 

lack of oxygen to the brain) 
and received wonderful support 
from the NICU units at Derby & 
Nottingham. 
Gareth, along with his brother 
Stuart and three friends, raised 
over £3000 for the Air Ambulance. 
Rob raised £2000 for both NICU 
Units.
Gareth & Rob would like thank 
everyone who supported them 
on this challenge and for all their 
donations and sponsorship.

                Thank You!

MESSAGE FROM A SPONSOR
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd was founded in 
1956 by the late Allan Robinson at a small 
unit in Longcliffe, Derbyshire. The business 
expanded and has gone from strength 
to strength and relocated to its current 
purpose-built 5 acre location in Longcliffe, 
where	both	the	head	office	and	workshop	
can be found.  As in the late ‘50s the 
company is still fully independent and 
family run, but now with the help of their 
accomplished staff, Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd 

has become a 
well-established 
name throughout 
the quarrying 
and surrounding 
industries, offering 
numerous 
services from steel 
fabrication and 
site maintenance 
to crane hire and 
transport.
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Adverts - for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents14

Finnigan’s Rake

Richard 
Finnigan

Gardener

 Tel: 
 01629 540943
finnigansrake@ 
btinternet.com

Jamie Jack (JCJ Services)
• Plastering • Rendering
• DIY and small building 
 works
No job too small

STORAGE
New Shipping containers situated in Brassington 

Size: 20ft x 8ft x 8ft 
Suitable for all types of Secure Storage. 
Valuable/Classic Car Machinery, Tools

Will hold contents of an average 
3 Bedroom House.

£60 per month
Tel: 01629 540370

Mark Taylor Electrical Service
 We are able to provide the following services with NO VAT:

• New Kitchen Electrical Installations
• Inspection Certificates Domestic & 
 Commercial
•  Full /Part Rewires
• Fault Finding
• New Consumer Units
Tel: 01629 820283 Mob: 07708 098883  
 email: mark13taylor@gmail.com

COAL FROM TAYLORS FUELS
Quality washed doubles £230 per 

tonne (£11.50 per 50kg bag)
Economy ovals Ideal for multi fuel 
stoves & cookers £290 per tonne 

(£14.50 per 50kg bag)

Minimum order applies 

Tel:  01773 741212 

Please call for a free quotation:

07801 365460

Contact Details for 
Patrick McLoughlin MP
Member of Parliament for 
Derbyshire Dales: 

Tel: 0207 219 3511
Email: patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk 

Post: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Beginner to Intermediate 
level tuition for acoustic 

and/or electric guitar with 
personalised lesson plans so 
you can learn what you want!

£5/half an hour.
Contact Will Cruddace for 

more details:

TEL: 01629 540 595
MOB: 07880 362 367

E: william.cruddace@w3z.co.uk

The UK’s leading independent 
supplier of high purity

Calcium Carbonate & 
Limestone

Powders, Granules & 
Aggregates

TEL: 01629 540284
Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk
www.longcliffe.co.uk

Guitar Lessons

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
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Copestone Dry Stone Walling
Happy to meet to discuss any 
work whether repairs or new 
walls. 
Please call 01335 372056. 
Information also available 
on http://copestonewalling.
blogspot.co.uk

FREE 2 matching Tub Chairs 
covered in a cream fabric; 
contact Sandra 540628

Hand made designer jewellery crafted from 
vintage and antique sterling silver cutlery.

Designed and made in Brassington

Tel: 01629 541944 
www.dandelion-silver.com



Finnigan’s Rake

Adverts - for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242 15

Old Farmhouse

Furniture

BESPOKE 
KITCHENS

BESPOKE 
BEDROOMS

BESPOKE 
FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk



Set oven to 400 deg F, 
Gas mark 6, 200 deg 
C.  Put the mincemeat 
in an oven proof dish. 
Reserve 8 peach slices 
for the top of the 
crumble and chop the 
remaining peaches 

and spread on top of the mincemeat.  Make the 
crumble	by	sieving	the	flour	into	a	bowl,	rub	in	the	
butter until the mixture resembles breadcrumbs.  Stir in 
the sugar and the ground almonds.  Cook in the oven 
for 25 minutes or until the crumble is golden brown.  
Decorate with the remaining peach slices and glace 
cherries.  Serve with custard or cream.   

The Back Page

Christmas Peachy Crumble

Picture Quiz
Where are these weathervanes? 
Answers on page 3.
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Brasson Banter Editorial Team:
Anna McGuire  540924
Heather Leach  540801
Sue Genders  540242
Jacqui Lansley  540968
Michelle Walsh  540737
Caroline Prince  540475
Deadline for inclusion in March’s Brasson Banter: 
Wednesday 1st February 2017. 
To: the editor, preferably by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or drop off at at Ivy Bank 
House, Church St. 

The deadline for inclusion in the January Parish 
Newsletter is Monday 12th December.
Please send or drop items and dates to Caroline 
Prince, Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: carrod.prince@
btinternet.com

Editorial Policy: We welcome news, views and articles 
on any interesting topic, provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive. The views expressed 
in articles or advertisements are not necessarily those 
of the editorial team.Items may be condensed where 
necessary.

Publication schedule: 
Parish news: Jan & Feb, Apr & May, Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov 
Brasson Banter: Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

 

 

 

4	oz	flour
2 oz butter
2 oz ground almonds
2 oz soft brown sugar
8 oz mincemeat
1 medium tin sliced peaches
glace cherries


