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Welcome to the 
second edition of Brasson Banter and 
welcome to sunshine, holidays and 
Brassington Wakes Week 24th July.  
“What does Wakes 
mean Nana?” asked my 
Grandson when I said that 
I was doing this piece for 
the Banter.  The quick 
answer was, I didn’t really 
know but that’s never good 
enough for Charlie.  And 
that got me thinking how 
many others like me and 
Charlie all join in, have 
fun and celebrate without 
knowing anything about 
the story that lies behind 
it all.
After a quick look up I 
came across this; 
Historically wakes week 
was when Christians 
celebrated their Patronal 
Festival or Saints day to 
whom the village church 
is dedicated.  In the case 
of Brassington this is St. 
James, one of the Twelve 
Apostles and the date is 
July 25th. 
Wakes became the main 
summer holiday and the 
village still celebrates 
with a host of events 
throughout the week 
starting on the Sunday 
nearest to July 25th.  A 

small group of us try to 
arrange something for 
everyone to appeal to all 
ages; from the traditional 
open air Church Service 
with the Brassington, 
Middleton and Wirksworth 
Brass Band, to children’s 
sports, quiz evening, 
boules, fell race, and the 
strongest man
This year, the week so far 
looks like this:
Sunday - Village Jumble 
Trail, Strong man, and Open 
Air Service
Monday - Children’s Sports
Tuesday - Car Treasure Hunt
Wednesday – An evening 
off this year
Thursday - Family Boules, Fell 
Run & BBQ
Friday - Quiz Evening
Further details and contacts 
will be published in the July 
newsletter.

See ya there 
Angie Woolley

STOP PRESS

Good news! 
Wirksworth Dale cycle and 
pedestrian link to the High 
Peak Trail has been granted 
£100,000 funding – see page 
6 for details.

Three cheers!!! 
Louise McKeown, Sarah 
Owen and Hannah Waring 
ran the Madrid half-
marathon in 2 hrs and 12 
minutes on 24 April.  



Useful contacts

Allotments: Darren Rippon 540348
Avon Representative: Julie Kirkham 540519
Boules: Sue Genders 540242
Brasson Banter: Anna McGuire 540924 brassonbanter@gmail.com
Brassington FC: Jo Wragg 540676
Brownies/Guides: Wendy Slater 540482
Fish/Game Van: R.G. Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday) 
Grocery Van: A.R.Bentley (in Brassington Tuesday pm - Greenway 
  3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).
Milk delivery: Paul Johnson 01246 863094 / 07974 527096
Miner’s Arms: Ian & Sandra 540222
Neighb’d Watch: Sandra Atkinson 540628
Netball: Sam Mason 540520
Newspapers: Peter - MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com
Over 60s: Liz Fargent 540469
Parish Council clerk: Brenda Kirkham     07916 298107 brassingtonclerk@gmail.com
Peak Advertiser: Becca Rippon 540348
Photographic Club: Richard Wilson 540214 richard.wilson@w3z.co.uk
Pre-school: Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com
Primary School: Liz Moorsom 540212 enquiries@brassington.  
    derbyshire.sch.uk
PTA (FOBS): Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com
Royal British Legion: Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com
Recreation Ground & 
MUGA bookings: Andrew Mason  brassingtonrgca@outlook.com
St James’ 
Churchwarden: June Baldwin 540818
St James’ Newsletter: Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com
St James’ Rector: Canon David Truby 822858
Tea and Toast: Anna McGuire 540924 anna.mcguire@w3z.co.uk
Village website:    brassingtonvillage.org
Village Hall bookings: Lucy Wilson 540214
Village Hall  
Fundraising: Bea Lucas 540214 bee_lucas@yahoo.co.uk
Whist Drive: Joan Slater 540482
Ye Olde Gate Inn: Mel & Tony 540448

If you’d like to be included in this list, please send in details of your group to 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com 

(or see back page for contact details)



What’s on
Mon 6pm - 7.30pm Brownies in the Village Hall
Tues 7pm - 8.30pm Yoga with Viv in the RBL 
    (back 15th Sep)
Wed 1.30pm  Whist Drive in the RBL, (fortnightly) 
Wed 7.30pm - 8.30pm Brassington FC training 
Thur 10.30am - noon Tea and Toast in the RBL
Thur 6.30pm - 7.30pm  Back to Netball on the MUGA

Events in June
Sat 4th, 11am - 5pm Open Gardens in aid of St James 
    Church
Sat 4th, 7pm   Summer Concert of Local Talent in 
    Church
Sun 5th, 11am - 5pm Open Gardens in aid of St James 
    Church
Sun 5th, 3pm-5pm  Over 60s Annual Coffee Afternoon 
    in the RBL
Sun 5th, 6pm  Songs of Praise in church
Mon 6th, 9am  Term re-starts for Primary School & 
    Pre-School
Tues 7th, 7pm  Parish Council meeting in the 
    Village Hall
Sat 11th, 3pm - late Street party on Maddock Lake for 
    HM Queen’s 90th birthday
Sun 12th, 9.30am  Morning Worship with a Royal  
    theme in church
Mon 13th, 2.30pm  Over 60s in RBL, “Derbyshire 
    Dialects” with Andy Pollock
Thur 16th    Sports Day at Primary School 
Thur 23rd, 7am-10pm The EU Referendum Election in the 
    Village Hall

Looking ahead to July dates:
Sun 24th   Jumble trail
Sun 24th, 6.30pm  Open Air Wakes Service

Picture Quiz Answers: 
1) The Cemetary gate, Well Street.  2) The Allotment gate, 
Bradbourne Lane. 3) The Churchyard gate, Hillside Lane.

What’s on and Events

To celebrate Her Majesty the 
Queen’s 90th birthday we will 
be holding a street party on 
Sat 11th June on Maddock 
Lake from 3pm till late. There 
will be a tea party first for 
children, followed by party 
games whilst the adults tuck 
in. Music kindly provided by 
Tony Cachart where we will 
all be able to sing along.  
The tea party will be a bring 
and share, so friends and 
family are all invited along, 
but please let Sue (540242) 
or Jenny (540553) know 
numbers.
Optional red/white/blue dress 
and a fancy hat competition.  

Time for Tea
Tony, Mel and Emma 
invite you to treat yourself 
to afternoon tea at The 
Olde Gate Inne (any 
day, 3-6pm, booking 
advisable).  Enjoy 
sandwiches, quiche, 
homemade cakes, scones 
with jam and cream 
and choice of teas and 
coffees – all served on 
Royal Crown Derby.
Tel 540448.

Long Live
Our Queen

Please send in details of your 
group to carrod.prince@

btinternet.com (or see back 
page for contact details).
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NEWS from your primary school

If you would be interested in supporting the primary 
school we are looking for a new Governor from 
the local community. Please contact the school  

01629 540212 to find out more.

‘Have you ever wondered what it would be 
like to go to space? Last Friday astronaut Dr 
Don Thomas came to Brassington Primary 
School to talk to us about space. Don has 
been on four N.A.S.A. missions for a total of 
44 days.

At the age of six years old, Don Thomas had 
dreams of becoming an astronaut. He was 
inspired by Neil Armstrong who had recently 
gone to the moon. Years later, when 
Don was 35, he applied to be a N.A.S.A. 
astronaut but he didn’t get in. Twelve 
applications later he finally managed to get 
into N.A.S.A. and follow his dreams.’ By Abi

‘Don told us that at night you sleep on the 
ceiling and when you are upside down you 
feel the right way up. When you go to the 
loo you have strap yourself in and turn on 
some fans so your waste does not float.’ 
by Elsa

‘I was inspired by Don Thomas to be an 
astronaut because he made it sound really 
exciting and fun to go there. I thought it 
was amazing when he said you can play 
catch with a person by somebody rolling up 
into a ball and throwing them about’ 
by Evie.
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We had a visitor from outer space!We had a visitor from outer space!

Brassington Primary School 
                    

             
News from your school… Mark high res photo ‘astronaut high res’ also sent to you. 
 
We had a visitor from outer space! 
Don Thomas an American astronaut came to our school. He has been to space four times and he was 

amazing. Can you spot him 
here in the middle of the 
picture? 
  
This is what the children wrote: 
‘Have you ever wondered what 
it would be like to go to space? 
Last Friday astronaut Dr Don 
Thomas came to Brassington 
Primary School to talk to us 
about space. Don has been on 
four N.A.S.A. missions for a 
total of 44 days. 
At the age of six years old, Don 

Thomas had dreams of becoming an astronaut. He was inspired by Neil Armstrong who had recently gone 
to the moon. Years later, when Don was 35, he applied to be a N.A.S.A. astronaut but he didn’t get in. 
Twelve applications later he finally managed to get into N.A.S.A. and follow his dreams.’ By Abi 
 
‘Don told us that at night you sleep on the ceiling and when you are upside down you feel the right way up. 
When you go to the loo you have strap yourself in and turn on some fans so your waste does not float.’ by 
Elsa 
 
‘I was inspired by Don Thomas to be an astronaut because he made it sound really exciting and fun to go 
there. I thought it was amazing when he said you can play catch with a person by somebody rolling up into 
a ball and throwing them about’ by Evie. 
 
 
  
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

   

Tootling on our 
trombones

We love to build and we 
are looking forward to 
technology week in June.

Don Thomas an American 
astronaut came to our 
school. He has been to 
space four times and 
he was amazing. Can 
you spot him here in the 
middle of the picture?

This is what the children wrote:

Tootling on our trombonesWe love to build and we are looking forward to 

technology week in June.



Brassington Brownies, Guides & Pre-school

1st Brassington Guides started in April with 
6 girls, but with 34 already on the waiting-
to-join list when they’re old enough.  The 
Guides have decided on their Patrol name 
(Peacocks) and voted for Patrol Leaders. 
(I don’t think they realised that Brassington 
had its own peacocks not long ago). The 
first thing we do is brew up a drink, as by the 
time Guides start the leaders have already 
been working with Brownies for a couple of 
hours.
 Guides are very girl-led, so the first Patrol 
Badge they have decided to do is the Go 
For It Chocolate. They’ve tried Aztec hot 
chocolate with chilli in, and next week will 
design a new chocolate bar and devise an 
advertising campaign for it. They are gelling 
as a group very well, and looking forward 

to summer activities, including camping 
and campfire cooking.  In May we go on 
a holiday to London, doing lots of exciting 
things, including going behind the barriers 
at 10 Downing Street, visiting Buckingham 
Palace and the Tower and going on 
a murder mystery hunt round Canary 
Wharf.  Next year we plan to go to a big 
international camp in Lincoln.
We’ve had great support, with donations 
from Councillor Lewis Rose, Brassington Parish 
Council and grants from Irene Ratcliffe, 
Derwent Valley Lions and Ashbourne Rotary 
Club.  This will allow us to equip the girls with 
maps, compasses and games and crafts 
equipment.
Please contact any of the Leaders for further 
information.  https://www.girlguiding.org.uk

We are in the middle of our summer term 
and have all been very busy! 
As part of our theme “life cycles” we have 
seen chicks hatching, looked at lambs and 
are growing sunflowers from seed to see how 
tall they will grow.  We have talked about 
how we grow from babies to children to 
adults.  We asked children what they would 
like to do when they grow up. One of many 
wonderful responses was:  “Go on a tractor 
and muck-spread”!
Dads and Grandads were invited in May 
to see us at an early breakfast morning, 
enjoying a bacon butty and a lovely chat.  
We have the sports day to look forward to 
and our end of term trip to Doncaster Wild 
Life Park.
Finally we will be saying goodbye to our 
children who will be going to the “Big” 
School on the 15th of July.  We are sure you 
will all do really well. 
Contact details are on the website:  http://
www.brassingtonpreschool.co.uk 

Tel: 01629 540855.  Ask to speak to Andrea, 
the manager, Charlotte or Sally.  Or visit us 
on Facebook.  
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Brassington Brownies and Guides

Brassington Pre-school

T.I.M. Photography
Portrait photography in Brassington

Here to help you create lasting

memories to be shared &

enjoyed for years to come.

                   For information & prices

please contact Leticia on: 

01629 540562
Or email:

 t.i.m.photography8@gmail.com

GARDEN RELAXER CHAIR in beige  
Reclines to fully laid back position with footrest 
and padded headrest. Boxed and unopened.  
Price £50 (RRP £100)  
Tel: 540971 Mary



Parish Council Report  and Community Plan6

Wind Farm Money

Community Plan Update 

Every year, the Parish Council receives £4,100 from the Carsington 
Pastures wind farm to be allocated to local groups. As always, 
it is very difficult to decide how to allocate the money: eight 
organisations applied for funding and in excess of £11,000 was 
requested. The successful allocations are listed below; the money 
will be sent out as soon as it is received by the Parish Council. 
Organisations are reminded that the money should be spent 
within twelve months of receipt, and only spent on the item 
it was requested for. A copy of all the applications can be 
found in the Public Information folder on the village 
website.

Organisation What is the grant for Amount
Guides Items to help set up  new unit £500.00

Brassington Allotments Water supply to allotments  £150.00 

Over 60s Coaches, speakers, insurance  £150.00

British Legion Contribution for new roof  £500.00

Environment Group Speed Signs £1,000.00

Recreation Group Mower for sports field £1,521.00

Local Environment Working Group 
Good News! The County Council has recently approved a substantial allocation 
of funding towards the proposed cycle/pedestrian link to the High Peak Trail via 
Wirksworth Dale. Discussions are continuing with the County Council and landowners. 
Many thanks to all involved for their support, particularly County Councillor Irene 
Ratcliffe and officers at the County Council. We are also planning for the restoration of 
the Village Pond; drafting a Village Design Guide, and working with the Parish Council 
towards speed reduction signs. Members of the group also helped to organise the 
“Clean for the Queen” event in March, when residents and children from Brassington 
Primary School litter picked the village and surrounding lanes. 

Contact: Roger Jackson (01629) 540801   rogjackson6@gmail.com.

Contact the Parish Council: brassingtonclerk@googlemail.com



Parish Council Report  and Community Plan

has been working with the Rural Housing 
Enabler for Derbyshire Dales to carry out a 
Housing Needs Survey, in order to obtain clear 
evidence of the affordable housing need in 
Brassington Parish. The full survey is available 
on the Brassington Parish Council facebook 
page, but, in summary, the survey identifies that: 
4 households with a strong local connection 
are in need of affordable housing. 2 of these 
4 households are families who have moved 
away and wish to return. The majority of the 
affordable housing need identified is likely to be 
met by the turnover of the current affordable 
housing stock. Responding to opportunities in 
the future, the survey would support the building 
of two 3 bed 5 person houses for rent provided 
by a housing association. Many thanks to all 
involved for their work on this, particularly Isabel 
Frenzel who co-ordinated the Survey and wrote 
the report. Discussions are ongoing, and one of 
the next steps will be to consider potential sites 
in the village in conjunction with colleagues at 
the District Council, before any proposals can 
be put together. 
Contact: Pat Horrocks: (01629) 540552   
thehorrocks@gmail.com.

has the task of looking at the best way forward 
for the development of community facilities in 
Brassington. It has begun its work by listing all the 
available community facilities and what they 
are able to offer, and is currently surveying the 
activities and use made of each of the facilities 
before considering how outstanding needs can 
be met. 
Contact: Marcus Field: 07793 009932   
fieldtooth@btinternet.com

produces the Brasson Banter Newsletter
Contact:  Heather Leach: (01629) 540801   
heatherleach6@gmail.com
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The Housing and Development 
Working Group 

The Community Facilities 
Working Group  

The Communications Group

Other Issues
Playground
The playground has had a 
continued programme of updates 
and refurbishments to ensure it is 
both a safe and enjoyable space 
for children and grandchildren to 
use. All of the safety aspects from 
the last risk assessment have now 
been addressed, and a new baby 
swing has been fitted. Volunteers 
are still needed for the painting 
project later this year. Please drop 
an email to the clerk if you can give 
up some time to help.

Planning
The Parish Council has discussed 
a range of planning applications. 
As always, if you have submitted 
a planning application, it is useful 
if you can attend the relevant 
meeting to explain your application.

Flooding 
There are concerns about flooding 
on the road out of Brassington. This is 
to be explored, to see if drains need 
clearing.

Dog Fouling 
Please clear up after your dog! 
There has been a particular issue in 
the gitty connecting The Gate to 
Hillside.

Meetings 
The Parish Council meets in the 
village hall at 7pm on the first 
Tuesday of each month. Anyone 
is welcome attend, and there is 
a short time at the start of each 
meeting for members of the public 
to speak concerning items on the 
agenda.



Dear Madam,
In the first issue of your newsletter Professor McGuire suggested that the spelling ‘Brasson’ should be corrected to ‘Brass’n’.  While there might be some grammatical justification for this, the spelling ‘Brasson’ has, in fact, been an accepted contraction of Brassington for a long time. 
In the Enclosure Map and Schedule of 1808, ‘. . . dividing, setting out and allocating the . . . open fields, meadows and pastures, common and waste ground . . .’ the village is referred to as ‘Brassington otherwise Brasson Common’, these alternatives having been fastidiously recorded by the commissioners, ‘educated gentlemen’ from Nottingham, Staffordshire and Derbyshire .  According to the excellent ‘Life and History of Brassington Village’,  published by the local W.E.A. class in 1966, the name ‘Brasson’ is found as early as 1620 in records preserved at Belvoir Castle . 

The ‘numerous (modern) sources’ mentioned in support of the alternative ‘Brass’n’ incorrectly favour the use of the apostrophe; in olden times, before the apostrophe arrived from France in the sixteenth century, and especially before English spelling began to be standardised in the eighteenth century, local people would have spelled the shortened form as they heard it. 
It is not my intention to incite a Pedants’ Revolt, but, since oral and written tradition both favour ‘Brasson’, and since local people still habitually use the name, I would argue that there is no need to ‘correct ’ the title of your newsletter – it has history and tradition , rather than punctuation , on its side. 
 Yors etc.,
             David Henderson       

Your letters8

Dear Brasson Banter,

Thanks for a very interesting and 

informative first issue of The Brasson 

Banter.

 I would like to comment on the 

letter regarding the abbreviation of 

Brassington to BRASSON.  I am born 

and bred Brasson  (69 years living 

in the Village) and can’t recall our 

Village name ever been abbreviated to 

Brass’n .

 We’ve never been big on what ’s 

“correct ” in BRASSON and I for one 

would hate to see the old traditional 

way of spelling the name changed 

for what is supposedly the accurate 

abbreviation .   (As for the metal 

cleaning product, my Uncle married 

and lived in Derby for over 40 years, 

but whenever we visited or spoke 

on the telephone his first words were 

almost always what ’s happening in 

good old Brasso.)

Please leave the traditional 

abbreviated name as it ’s always 

been and carry on the good work as 

BRASSON BANTER .

 Regards, Josie Rippon ,

             Meadow Rise, Brasson

Please write to us about local issues, village life, opinions, suggestions, appreciations, 
moans and groans. We welcome all letters but are not able to publish anything anonymous, 
offensive, or libellous and reserve the right to shorten if necessary. Drop in or email your letters 
to the editor.

So the Brasson v Brass’n 
controversy is settled – 
Brasson it is! – Ed.
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Dear Brasson ,How will rural folk cope now?
I think the withdrawal of the rural bus 

services is atrocious. Does the ‘caring’ 

government, which is cutting money to all 

councils, expect we rural people to starve 

or die through not being able to shop, or 

indeed get to see a doctor? This withdrawal will see many vulnerable 

people socially isolated and should not be 

allowed to happen . Some services on each 

route should be kept, for which I am sure 

the majority of users would be willing to 

pay.

Liz Fargent – Maddock Lake

Carsington Car Park Fees
Last issue, Vanessa Smith wrote complaining about high parking fees at Carsington for local 
people using the shops for a few minutes. Brasson Banter asked Severn Trent to comment 
and have received a response - see edited points below. Full text at Brasson Banter page on 
the village website.  

Dear Brasson Banter,

I hope I can clarify the car park prices at Carsington 

Water for your readers.

We offer two tariffs at the visitor centre, £4.70 for 

the whole day, or £2.50 for up to two hours. The 

two options are based on visitor feedback which 

showed that most visitors either spend the whole 

day on site or spend a couple of hours. The rates 

have remained at the same rate for several years. 

For frequent visitors an annual parking permit 

offers unlimited parking for two vehicles for £45. 

The income generated from the car parks is used 

to help fund the site, pays for maintenance and 

improvements for paths, playground and visitor 

centre, plus woodland, wetland, and grassland 

habitats. Tariffs are based on visitor feedback and 

we’re happy to receive suggestions to help us find 

the most appropriate tariffs when we revisit our car 

parking policy.

Yors etc.,
John Matkin

Visitor Site Supervisor – Carsington Water

Property Operations, Severn Trent Water

More please! – 
Send us your 
letters.



The Wirksworth Team Ministry

Our community in action
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I remember, 
as a child, 
seeing a TV 
programme 
about 
children in 
Australia 

who lived on remote sheep 
stations in the outback.  They 
would do their schooling via 
a radio link with their teacher 
hundreds of miles away. This 
was long before Skype was 
ever invented.  At the time 
I thought that it would be 
brilliant—getting to play with 
all that radio equipment and 
not having to actually go to 
school.
Education is, however, more 
than just learning - despite all 
the targets and tests imposed 

on the system in recent years 
- it remains about shaping 
and building character in our 
children. 
School is one form of 
community, but there are 
others, including the virtual 
communities on line (some 
of which can be less edifying 
than others)!  Human beings 
are naturally gregarious—
we need each other in our 
exploration of life.  For me, 
as a Christian, having the 
community of the Church 
has enabled me to shape 
my life, through sharing 
experience with others. 
Sometimes people talk about 
not needing to go to church 
to be a Christian. It may be 
true, but Christians the world 

over go to church, not just for 
their own sakes, but because 
they see a need to build 
community together, with its 
strengths and weaknesses.
School, the pub, church- 
these are all aspects of our 
communities around the 
country, and the viability or 
otherwise of each of them is 
an indication of the health 
of that community. It’s for 
all of us to work together to 
ensure that these “tokens” of 
community life remain with us 
for the future.
 
With my best wishes to all 
readers of “Brasson Banter”.   
David Truby, Team Rector - 
Wirksworth Team Ministry. 

Sunday 5th 6.00pm Songs of Praise Rod Prince 
Sunday 12th  9.30am Morning Worship Rod Prince
Sunday  19th 9.30am BCP Eucharist David Truby & Peter Lewis
Sunday  26th  9.30am Morning Worship Rod Prince

  5th June No flowers Audrey Seals  
12th June June Baldwin Rita Charlton 
19th June No flowers Brian Barry   
26th June Liz F & Jean G  Barbara Paine
the church is open every day from 
May to September as a quiet place for anyone 
who wishes to visit

Calendar of Church Services in June 

Rota for:-  Flowers           Sidesmen

100 Club Winner
for May:  Hazel Lidington



My Brassington –  by Pat Horrocks

In addition to the retail shops in the village 
there were other facilities.  Newspapers were 
delivered by Marjory Yates, newsagents 
based in Town Street.  I never remember 
seeing her legs, or feet, as she wore a large 
pair of black wellingtons all year round.
In Dale End was the forge,” Blacksmiths 
Smithy”, run by Joss Taylor – he still shod a few 
shire horses for local farmers, although this 
activity was coming to the end of its life.  I 
used to go and pump the bellows for the fire – 
it was helpful to keep in his good books as he 
was great at replacing the runners on sledges 
each winter.
Once or twice a year a man would turn 
up on a cycle and set up shop there, to 
sharpen scissors and knives.  Also there were 
the occasional Asian door to door salesmen 
wearing turbans – rather startling in those 
days.
Just round the corner in Kingshill was the 
Cobblers Shop – I was sent round there with 
shoes to be “ soled and heeled” –  the walls 
were black as coal inside and the atmosphere 
full of pipe smoke as many of the “old boys of 
the village” would congregate there to chew 
the fat, while Mr Mellor carried out his repairs.
S Handley delivered loose coal, tipped on 
the road.  It was fetched in by bucket load 
with much swilling of the road, pavement 
and path afterwards.  Mr Stafford from the 

Miners Arms ran a 
taxi service.  Only a 
handful of people 
had their own car at 
that time and the bus 
services were limited.
Mr Stevenson 
from Town Street 
delivered fruit and 
vegetables once 
a week, although 
many people grew 
their own veg in 
their gardens.  I 
remember there was 
some reluctance to 
purchase tomatoes 
from him as it was 
questionable what 

“fertiliser” he used to grow them!!
Milk was fetched in cans from local farmers, 
one of my jobs each morning before school.  
There would be several kids doing the same 
errand.  We sometimes used to have a 
competition, to see who dared swing the 
full can over their head, without spilling it – 
thankfully Mr Spencer was very sympathetic if 
one of us stupidly spilt all the day’s milk.

Our community in action
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R.P. GEORGE LTD
Agricultural Merchants, 
Timber & Ironmongers

Agricultural suppliers for over 70 years 
throughout Derbyshire & Staffordshire. 
Please look on our website to see our 
whole range including gates, fencing, 
drainage, water troughs, feeding 
equipment, animal feed, pet and poultry 
products, protective clothing, signs, 
tools etc.

Bramshall Industrial Estate
Uttoxeter, Staffs ST14 8TD

TEL: 01889 562017  FAX: 01889 562245
 info@rpgeorge.co.uk



Gardening Suggestions by Bill Fargent12

It’s a sunny 16th of April as I try to imagine 
what I’ll be doing in the garden in June, 
not made easy by the changeable and 
distinctly unpredictable weather.  Is snow 
really expected in the next few days?  What 
exactly is normal for June? Blazing-as I 
remember long, very long, ago in the days 
of my youth or wet and miserable as now 
seems the norm!  Let’s be positive and go 
for blazing!
Hopefully the last frost will have happened 
so it’s time to plant out the hardened off 
bedding plants.  Pinching out the growing 
tip encourages greater flowering, there’s 
still time to do this with fuchsias.  I tend to do 
this with begonias and petunias a couple 
of weeks prior to putting them out.  During 
these months it pays to dead-head plants 
regularly to encourage further flowers and 
to pick flowers for display regularly.  From 
June on Liz is out most evenings checking 
the sweet peas and later in the season 
removing seed pods.
In the veg garden it’s a matter of harvesting 
crops regularly and keeping up with the 

watering.  It’s better to water the soil with 
a good soaking than to wet the surface 
which can encourage weeds, lead to 
surface rooting exposing the plant to 
disease and wastes water.  When earthing 
up spuds drop in a few blue slug pellets.  It’s 
the slugs underground which attack the 
tubers, being underground also keeps the 
pellets away from birds and hedgehogs.

Summer’s also a time for protecting your 
crops; soft fruits need netting and carrots 
need protection from the dreaded root 
fly.  It is debateable if companion planting 
helps as the flies are wind borne; I’m trying 
fleece this year.

Fingers crossed for a warm, productive, 
summer.

t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc
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Our grateful thanks go to Longcliffe Quarries 
Ltd for sponsoring ‘Brasson Banter’ edition 2.
Here is a note from their Chairman, Robert 
Shields: 
“We are the UK’s leading independent 
supplier of high purity calcium carbonate 
& limestone 
powders, 
granules and 
aggregates.  
The Company 
was established 
in 1927 by 
my great-
grandfather, 
John Shields 
and it is still 
family owned 
today – one of 
the very few 
independent 
hard rock 
quarries left in 
England and 
one of the 
largest.
We employ over 150 people, some of whose 
forbears also worked for the Company, and 
we’re proud of the fact that many others 
have been with us more than 25 years.
We hope the benefits of such independence, 
loyalty and cohesion are immediately 
apparent to our customers. Our management 
structure is very flat – there are no hierarchies 
– so that decisions are made quickly and 
responses to customer needs are both 
immediate and supremely flexible.
Longcliffe’s ethos has always been customer 
orientated and we have two clear and 
important goals:
•  To provide our customers with the 

material they need, when they need it, at 
the right price.

•  To pursue our business in a manner that is 
entirely sympathetic to the environment.

The company often hosts visits by local 
primary and secondary schools, and is a 
regular venue for student groups studying 

geology, chemistry and environmental 
science from nearby Universities.
Our products are used in an incredible 
variety of applications ranging from animal 
& pet feeds, concrete, construction projects, 
fertilisers, glass manufacture, landscaping and 

water treatment to 
adhesives & sealants, 
asphalts, carpet-
backing, paints, 
plasters, plastics and 
rubber.
The quarrying 
industry has a vital 
role in maintaining 
and improving 
biodiversity, 
and Longcliffe 
is passionately 
committed to the 
protection of the 
environment. We 
always strive to be 
a good neighbour 
and our substantial 
investment in 

environmentally-friendly measures will ensure 
a lasting legacy for the benefit of the future 
generations.”

Natural Chemistry - Pure Science!
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Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates
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Granulated Lime
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Adverts - for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents14

Finnigan’s Rake

Richard 
Finnigan

Gardener

       Tel: 
    01629 540943
finnigansrake@ 
btinternet.com

Jamie Jack (JCJ Services)
• Plastering • Rendering
• DIY and small building 
  works
No job too small

STORAGE
New Shipping containers situated in Brassington   

Size: 20ft x 8ft x 8ft  
Suitable for all types of Secure Storage. 
Valuable/Classic Car Machinery, Tools

Will hold contents of an average 
3 Bedroom House.

£60 per month
Tel: 01629 540370

Mark Taylor Electrical Service
   We are able to provide the following services with NO VAT:

• New Kitchen Electrical Installations
• Inspection Certificates Domestic & 
 Commercial
•  Full /Part Rewires
• Fault Finding
• New Consumer Units
Tel: 01629 820283   Mob: 07708 098883  
 email: mark13taylor@gmail.com

COAL FROM TAYLORS FULES
Quality washed doubles £230 per 

tonne (£11.50 per 50kg bag)
Economy ovals Ideal for multi fuel 
stoves & cookers £290 per tonne 

(£14.50 per 50kg bag)

Minimum order applies 

Tel:  01773 741212 

Please call for a free quotation:

07801 365460

Contact Details for 
Patrick McLoughlin MP
Member of Parliament for 
West Derbyshire: 

Tel: 0207 219 3511
Email: patrick.mcloughlin.mp@parliament.uk 

Post: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

Yoga Classes
at the RBL HQ, (or when unavailable, at Bradbourne Church Hall)

Tuesday evenings 7pm - 8:30pm, Suitable for all abilities
Cost: Pre-book & pay for 3 sessions £21 (£7 per session) 

Drop-ins welcome at £8 per session (subject to availability)
For more info and/or to book contact: 

Viv Senior (FRYOG qualified tutor)

01629 540392 
Please note: In severe weather conditions 
classes may be cancelled at short notice.

Beginner to Intermediate 
level tuition for acoustic 

and/or electric guitar with 
personalised lesson plans so 
you can learn what you want!

£5/half an hour.
Contact Will Cruddace for 

more details:

TEL: 01629 540 595
MOB: 07880 362 367

E: william.cruddace@w3z.co.uk

The UK’s leading independent 
supplier of high purity

Calcium Carbonate & 
Limestone

Powders, Granules & 
Aggregates

TEL: 01629 540284
Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk
www.longcliffe.co.uk

Guitar Lessons

Brassington, Matlock, Derbyshire.   Tel: 01629 540284   Fax: 01629 540569
sales@longcliffe.co.uk     www.longcliffe.co.uk

Natural Chemistry...Pure Science

The UK's leading independent supplier of
               high purity calcium carbonate & limestone
       powders, granules and aggregates

Suppliers of

Construction Materials

Drainage Stone

Decorative Aggregates

Agricultural Lime

Granulated Lime

Industrial Powders

C A L C I U M  C A R B O N A T E S

Copestone Dry Stone Walling
Happy to meet to discuss any 
work whether repairs or new 
walls. 
Please call 01335 372056.  
Information also available 
on http://copestonewalling.
blogspot.co.uk
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Adverts - for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242 15

Old Farmhouse

Furniture

BESPOKE 
KITCHENS

BESPOKE 
BEDROOMS

BESPOKE 
FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk



Just before Christmas the 
lives of some good friends 
of ours were shattered by 
the bomb-shell of cancer. 
In September I will be 
completing the Venice to 
Rome Cycling Challenge, 
620 km of pain and beauty, 
to let them, and 
others, know that, through 
Macmillan  . . . . . . . .they are 
not alone.     
Please give to https://
www.justgiving.com/Phil-
Bateman4 

or if you would like me to 
dedicate your donation to 
someone, 
please let me know and I will 
carry their name en-route.  
Or donate £10: text VTOR62 
to 70070. Tel Phil 01629 54099. 

Grazie!

The Back Page16

Brasson Banter 
Editorial Team:
Anna McGuire   540924
Heather Leach   540801
Sue Genders   540242
Jacqui Lansley   540968
Michelle Walsh   540737
Vanessa Smith   541832
Caroline Prince   540475
Deadline for inclusion 
in September’s Brasson 
Banter: 1st September 2016.   

To: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or drop off at at Ivy Bank 
House, Church St.  

The deadline for inclusion in 
the April Parish Newsletter is 
Friday 1tth June.
Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline 
Prince, Red Lion Hill. Tel: 
540475  Email: carrod.
prince@btinternet.com

Editorial Policy: We 
welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting 
topic, provided that they 
are not anonymous, 
libellous or offensive.  The 
views expressed in articles 
or advertisements are not 
necessarily those of the 
editorial team.Items may 
be condensed where 
necessary.

Publication schedule: 
Parish news: 
Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Sept & Nov: 
Brasson Banter: 
Mar, Jun, Oct, Dec

Picture Quiz - 
Where are these gates? 
Answers on page 3.

1

2

3


