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Up the hill, not far away on a craggy
outcrop, we find the Brassington
Royal Observer ‘Above Ground’
Observation Post. This was built in
1943 for aircraft monitoring during
the Second World War.
This was followed in the 1950’s by
the construction, in an adjoining
field, of the Brassington ‘Below
Ground’ Monitoring Post’ to help
mitigate a potential nuclear attack
during the Cold War.
Read the full story on pages 2-3.
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Royal Observer Post, Brassington

Royal Observer Post,
Brassington
By Frank Johnson, Secretary of Ashbourne
Section, Coventry Royal Observer Corps
Association (CROCA)
A little-known incident has
been recounted by Eddie
Castledine: ‘One night during
the Second World War, the
ROC at the Observation Post
reported seeing bomb flashes
to the South West, and thought
Coventry was being bombed.
But, having contacted Coventry,
they discovered that all was
quiet there that evening. The
following day, they heard
that Bristol had been bombed
heavily in the night, and it was
Bristol they had seen!’
Brassington ‘Above Ground Brick Constructed’ Observation Post
This ‘above ground’ Brassington
Post was opened in 1943, with
training provided for the newly
recruited Observers.

Brassington Post was stood down
for a short period in 1945, but soon
made operational again in response
to a nuclear threat from the Soviet
Union, and Eastern pact countries.

Brassington was designated as
Hotel 2 (H2) and reported to the
Derby Operations Room, then later
to the Coventry Group Control.
It was designated a Granite
Following recognition of the
(code name) Post, due to its position Brassington ‘Below Ground’
Observer Corps contribution
on high ground. In order to warn
Monitoring Post (Number 32)
towards the winning of the ‘Battle
friendly aircraft, it was fitted with a
of Britain’ in 1940, King George VI
The ‘below ground’ Monitoring Post
special bracket to carry flares.
bestowed on it the title ‘Royal’, and
was built in the 1950’s, in response
thus it became known as The Royal Brassington Post needed to be
to the Soviets targeting Western
Observer Corps. It was decided
manned 24/7, and observers
Powers with nuclear missiles, and
to improve the coverage of Posts
were recruited locally, including
manned aircraft also carrying
all over the UK, and some 1,800
Joseph Gould, Harold Brittain,
nuclear bombs. The Western Powers
Posts were built, approximately ten
Evelyn Brindley, Tom Stafford and
built up a so-called deterrent of
miles apart. Twenty-five Operations Sam Lees. Sam Lees recalled a time aircrafts and missiles. The Cold War
Rooms and five Sector Controls
Brassington Post played a part in
continued with our V-Bomber Force
were included to gather and use the the ‘shooting down’ of a German
being replaced by Polaris Missile
information. Data collected was used bomber which raided the Rolls
launching submarines, and Poseidon
by the RAF, other armed services,
Royce factory in Derby, by working
equivalents are new deployed to this
local authorities and any other
with other Posts, their operation
day. USA and NATO had their own
organisation that found it useful.
rooms, and the RAF!
systems in place too.

Royal Observer Post, Brassington

The Cold War Posts were equipped
with instruments, which included
a Ground Zero Indicator, used in
conjunction with other Posts, to
determine the position and height
of a Nuclear Burst. Also, a bomb
power indicator and, to measure
radiation from fallout, a Radiac
Survey Meter. Each Post reported
information from these instruments
to their respective centre controls,
where the results were assimilated.
Brassington Post, now designated
D1 (Delta One), was operational
throughout the Cold War period.
In October 1962, Cuba invited the
Soviets to erect missile launch sites
in their country and a flash point
developed. Obviously, the USA
did not like this on their doorstep,
and President Kennedy issued
an ultimatum that they must be
removed. The situation developed
when Soviet ships approached to
deliver more missiles.

the general public, in order not
to alarm and provoke the Soviets
unnecessarily.

When the Cold War ended in 1991,
the Corps was stood down.

Brassington’s Posts (both above and
Due to Government spending cuts in below ground) were designated as
1968, the Corps were greatly reduced Grade II listed buildings in 2010.
in strength, resulting in the nearby
More information about this can be
Hulland Post being shut down.
found in Google – ‘Brassington Royal
Most Hulland members moved over
Observer Post’. More information
to Brassington Post, which was at
about the Royal Observer Corps
this time under manned. These
can also be found in ‘general use’
included Frank Johnson (who, on
Google, following the links.
the retirement of Joe Gould, became
As is the norm with such
the Head Observer), Sam Lees (who
organisations, an Association was
continued, despite his disability, to
formed, and exists to this day in the
give valuable service for several more
form of The Royal Observer Corps
years), Frank Evans, David Hough,
Association, and ex-Brassington
John Hall, Elsie Redfern (latterly
members still attend the meetings
the Post Instructor), Roy Sandall,
at their local Ashbourne Section of
David Lane and Micky Simmonds.
the Coventry area (CROCA).
Other Brassington recruits included
Robert Gerrard, Eddie Castledine
Frank Johnson
and Peter Saunders.

The Western defences were
brought to a high level of readiness,
including Brassington Post.
Fortunately, the Soviet Premier,
Khrushchev, backed down and
removed the missiles from the area,
and World War Three was averted.
Frank Johnson has since found
that many people, even those who
lived through this period, were
largely unaware of the gravity of
the situation, as the Government
of the day kept the full facts from
The last march down from Brassington Post, in 1991, when the Corps were stood down
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St James’ Church

St James’ Church
You can date a person these days by
the way in which they describe their
music. Anyone over 50 talks about
their records. People in their thirties
often refer to their CD’s. Anyone
younger goes on about streaming
their music! The technology keeps
changing, but the love of music
continues. People love music because
it lifts their spirits and speaks of
something beyond the mundane.

all, just a load of rubbish. Others
may think a little deeper, unwilling
to commit to a life of faith but
nevertheless captured by the
themes of life and death and the
possibility of something beyond that
the Easter story deals with.

a discussion which began soon after
the historical events which led the
disciples from being a defeated group
of followers to highly motivated
group of people determined to share
the “Good News.”

In the end, those who believe do
Easter, with the preceding drama
so, having taken a step of faith, for
of Holy Week, takes up the vast
there can be no proof other than
majority of space in the record of
the change in the lives of those
Jesus’ life which we read in each of
first followers seen in the record
Likewise, the drama of the Easter
the four Gospels. What separates
of scripture. Easter will remain the
story points to eternal realities
Jesus from any of the other prophets great mystery which is in the nature
which are vividly rooted in the last
who were around at the time is the of all great truths. In the Eastern
days of Jesus’ life. However, we hear claim that in some way death wasn’t Church that mystery is summed
see or read the record of those last the end of his story, and the Gospel up in the great shout of praise on
days, their power to capture the
writers wanted to make sure that
Easter Day, a shout which has been
imagination of people remains.
the resurrection accounts were put
taken up by the Church throughout
down on record for everyone to see. the world. “Alleluia Christ is Risen Lent is a time when we might
he is risen indeed!”
reflect upon what it all might mean The actual nature of that resurrection
for me. Some may say, nothing at
remains a subject of great discussion, Canon David Truby (Team Rector)

Church Services

Flowers

Sun 6 Mar

9.30am

Communion Service with Rod Prince

June & Wendy

Sun 20 Mar

9.30am

Morning Prayer with the Lay Team

Ann B

Sun 27 Mar

9.30am

Mothering Sunday Communion Service with Rod Prince

Sun 3 Apr

9.30am

Communion with David Truby

Sun 10 Apr

9.30am

Palm Sunday Communion Service with Rod Prince

Sue Scott

Daily Zoom services will continue for the time being, with 9am Morning Prayer and 5pm Evening
Prayer as well as the weekly Zoom online Team Service at 9.30am every Sunday
To join online: Go to this link and follow instructions on your screen: https://zoom.us/j/2732241372
Jigsaw Foodbank Update
The Foodbank operates in Matlock and District. More
contributions may be needed when the impact of the
rising food and fuel costs hit home. You can leave
them in the large white collection bucket in the church
porch, at “Maldons” on Hillside or contact Caroline on
540475 if you want them to be collected.

These are items they would be grateful to receive more
of: Tins (large & small) of tomatoes, macaroni cheese,
potatoes, meat (eg minced beef and onion), custard,
rice pudding, fish (not just tuna), tinned fruit. Long-life
milk, Angel Delight, treats (eg chocolate biscuits).
Toiletries: shower gel, deodorant, shampoo etc.
Please no baked beans for now.

Open Gardens
Brassington has a huge variety of gardens and
courtyards of character and interest. In previous years,
this has been celebrated through the bi-annual St
James’ Brassington Open Gardens Event. After a hiatus
of two years, due to national events, the St James PCC
feel that they are able once again go ahead with this,
with a planned date of Saturday 11th and Sunday 12th
June 2022, 1100 - 1700.
Traditionally, this has always been a very well
supported event, not only by those who have
generously opened their gardens in previous years, but
also by the visitors who visit the village to view them.
It is hoped that those who took part previously will
support the event again, plus that there will be also an
addition of ‘new’ gardens to add to the interest. The
proceeds from the event are in aid of St James’ Church,

What’s On & Events
this is raised through the sale of programmes, and by
garden owners kindly doing a little extra in the form
of selling refreshments such as tea, coffee, cakes, ice
creams, cream teas or home-made produce.
Organising this event depends on the assistance of
willing volunteers to fulfil a variety of roles either
prior to the weekend (approaching local firms for
sponsorship, providing publicity, notifying local press
and radio) or on the Open Days themselves in the
form of selling programmes.
If you wish for your garden to be included in this
event, require further information on what is involved,
particularly with regards to remaining ‘Covid-safe’ or
would like to assist with the organisational aspects,
please contact Louise Oram (PCC Secretary) on
LouOram@aol.com or on 540597.

WHAT’S ON & EVENTS
Diary Dates
Tue 1 Mar
7pm
Wed 2 Mar		
Fri 4 Mar		
Wed 9 Mar
7.30pm

Mick the chip van man
will be coming on
Wednesday instead of
Monday and serve from
5pm to 7pm at his usual
spot by the Church steps.

Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall
Ash Wednesday Service
World Book-Day at School
Platinum Jubilee Street Party Open Meeting
at the Gate Inn
Fri 11 Mar
2.30-3pm
Mobile Library on Town Street
Mon 14 Mar 2pm
Brassington Over 60’s Meeting ‘Making Chocolate with Wendy at the helm’
at the Royal British Legion – further details please ring Liz on 540469,
Janet on 540345, or Jean on 540380
Fri 18 Mar 		
Comic Relief Day at School
Tue 5 Apr
7pm
Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall
Fri 8 Apr
2.30-3pm
Mobile Library on Town Street
Fri 8 Apr		
School Easter Service in the Church
& End of Spring Term for School and Pre-School
Sat 9 Apr		
Spring Community Litter Pick – Further details please contact
Sue or William on 540242
Wed 20 Apr 3pm-6.30pm Joules Seconds Sale at Royal Oak, Mayfield
Thu 21Apr		
Brassington PCC meeting in the Church
Sat 23 Apr
10.30am
St George’s Day Walk
Mon 25 Apr		
Summer Term starts at School and Pre-School
Tues 26 Apr		
School Photos
Mon 2 May		
Brassington Spring Bake Off Competition
Tue 3 May
7pm
Brassington Parish Council Meeting in the Village Hall
Fri 6 May
2.30-3pm
Mobile Library on Town Street
Tue 17 May
2.30pm
Brassington Primary School 150th Birthday Celebrations
Thu 26 May 		
Brassington PCC APCM in the Church
Fri 27 May		
Half Term starts for Brassington School and Pre-School
Sat 28 May		
Queens ‘Royal Platinum Jubilee’ Scarecrow Trail
Mon 6 Jun		
Brassington School and Pre-school restarts
Sat 11 & Sun 12 Jun
Open Gardens around the Village
Fri 24 Jun		
INSET Day at School
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40 Years of Living in Brassington

Marj Hurst
looks back on 40 years of
living in Brassington …
During March 1982, we spent a lovely afternoon
exploring the Peak District, looking maybe for a
second home to embrace the many walks and cycling
weekends we so enjoyed. Our main home was in
Leicestershire where we both worked and family and
friends were established, but we yearned for the feeling
of being back in Yorkshire with its rugged scenery.
Whilst driving back home, we inadvertently took a
wrong turning when leaving Matlock, found ourselves
around Middleton Top and continued along the road
towards Brassington. We were struck by its rugged
scenery and felt this was what we were looking for.
The evening sun was low, inviting us to gaze into the
distance at the magnificent views for miles.
As we entered the tucked away village, it felt quite
magical with its many cottages perched high and low,
along its twisty narrow streets. There seemed to be a
profusion of stone everywhere, and standing proudly
on a hill, stood the very historical Norman church. We
headed down to West End, driving carefully up the
narrow lanes, and halted outside a small chapel with
its door open. The sound of singing floated through
our open car window, and here we noticed a ‘for sale’
sign nailed on the wall of a cottage, Byways, with just
one window. It appeared unoccupied, so we took
the opportunity to explore further, and found it was
surprisingly bigger than expected, and very appealing.
So, we made a snap decision to buy it, and the next
few years were spent engaging and devouring the
many aspects of village life at every opportunity.

Our love of cycling on the trails was endless, with
many friends and family joining us on these events.
Finally, we retired and plunged headfirst with great
anticipation into life as we know today. Sadly, Alan
only managed a few years as his health took its toll.
The village appears the same, with very little
development to catch the eye. The friends and
neighbours have evolved, but the feeling of belonging
remains, even though the village is only a stone’s
throw from the hustle and bustle of busy towns and
cities. Thankfully, it still maintains the charm and
character of a bygone age.
Looking back, our adventure into a small, secluded
village was a big risk. We were welcomed, helped in
many ways over the early years, and always felt a sense
of belonging. At that time, the village had little, if any,
weekend residents. To us, leaving our door unlocked
was remarkable. Sadly, today the need for many
stressed families to indulge in nature and freedom to
roam, has encroached its tranquillity. Keeping a balance
in the future is no mean task for its able residents.
Thank you for allowing Alan and myself the honour of
being part of Brassington over the past forty years.

Our first encounter with one of the many amazing
characters was our next-door neighbour, Eddy Seals.
He had many tales to tell of country life, and was always
handy with his air rifle, shooing the jackdaws off his
chimney, and giving Alan many tips on country ways.
Over the years, we entered and enjoyed the village
spectacle of carnival time and the agricultural show.
There was always time to chat and enjoy the special
timeless surroundings over the years.
Many weekends, armed with deckchairs, were spent
watching the development of Carsington Water, and
how rewarding that has been for our environment.
Alan, Marj and Ben Hurst in 1982 at Dovedale

Miners Arms

“We’ve just moved our
living room three miles
down the road”
An interview with the new publicans
running the Miners’ Arms

How do you divide the work?

Trev & Julie were both brought up in mining families just
outside Mansfield, so it feels very fitting that they’ve
ended up running the Miners’ Arms. Between them,
Trev & Julie’s fathers had nearly 100 years in the mines.
How did you meet?
Trev worked in frozen food; Julie worked in Greggs
in the Nottingham area. Julie was short of a freezer
so, to get to know her better, Trev offered to keep
her food in his freezer, and “…drop it in on his way
home.” The approach seems to have worked: they’ve
been together 14 years! Many people know Trev
& Julie from the wonderful community spirit they
brought to the Hollybush. Their mindset is that the
pub is the “living room,” and that we, as customers,
should feel like guests in a home.
What’s the story behind you both taking over
the running of The Miners’?
The couple developed a winning formula that was
behind a 3-year thriving period at the Hollybush. The
Sunday dinners became a real magnet, especially for
users of the campsite across the road. Trev & Julie’s
hallmark was consistency: open every day from
12 noon. Trev & Julie were tempted by the supportive
freeholder behind the Miners’ Arms facilities. They
have also been able to draw in many of their regulars
from the Hollybush. They are excited by our lovely
village atmosphere in Brassington and have a vision
for The Miners, along with The Gate, being important
parts of creating a great community spirit. They
are extremely grateful for the warm, co-operative
welcome from Tony & Mel.

Trev is really focused on front-of-house; he’s also
up every day at 6.30am to do all the cleaning. Julie
oversees food. Cakes and afternoon tea are coming
soon, to complement the lunches, dinners, and
occasional breakfasts.
Which bits of the job don’t you like?
We like everything! We’re at a bit of a loss when the
pub’s not open…we’re happy when the door’s open.
Dave on our team has a full-time job during the week
and chooses to work with us at the weekend. Dave’s
boss says he shouldn’t work seven days a week. Dave’s
reply: “The Miners isn’t work, it’s relaxation; so, I don’t
work seven days!”
Tell us more about your mindset
We see the Miners as belonging to the Brassington
community; we’re just the custodians of it for the
village – hopefully for the next decade at least! We’re
putting in place a nice list of activities: bingo nights;
quizzes; folk/blues music evenings; the magician will
be back, and very importantly we have the occasional
fund-raiser - we’ve been especially motivated by local
people in medical need. We plan to turn the garden
into a Community Garden. We want to turn the shed
into a shop. We can imagine the village community
helping us with both. We are also offering walkers’
picnics. We enjoy sitting with everyone who comes in.
Mel & Tony have been fantastically supportive. There is
– of course – a role for both pubs in the village. We all
came together on New Year’s Eve, with some singing.
It was wonderful!
The (new) Miners’ Arms sounds like an exciting
enhancement to village life: a window into Trev &
Julie’s work ethic: “…we’ve had our holiday for this
year already: New Year’s Day!”
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St George’s Day Walk

St George’s Day Walk
Group Walk, Saturday 23rd April, 10:30am,
from Dragon Cottage, Brassington
(corner of Town St & Miners Hill)
Head up Town street and continue
as it becomes Dale End, past the
Village Hall on your left.
Take a right at Wirksworth Dale,
following the P sign.

Before reaching Manystones Lane,
head right, past a mound, towards
the wind turbines, and there is a
stile at the end of the drystone wall
onto Manystones Lane – turn right
onto the Lane.
After the Hoben factory, take the
left signposted path up to the High
Peak Trail with factory on your left.
Turn left onto High Peak Trail.

Continue along the road and pass
picnic tables on left - lovely view
behind of Brassington.

Continue diagonally to the marked
post past the electricity fenced
For those who’ve had enough, there building.
is a sign to turn left on the High
Ignore the stiles and continue
Peak trail with some stairs heading
diagonally across the field to the tall
back to Brassington – otherwise
wooden post and stile by drystone
continue to the prettier part of the
wall.
walk along the High Peak Trail!
Cross the stile, cross the Brassington
to Longcliffe road, and turn left
along the road until you see 2
footpath markers on the right (enjoy
views of Carsington Water).
Follow the footpath next to the
drystone wall, perpendicular to the
road.

Leave the High Peak Trail by turning
left at the Brassington ¾ mile sign,
Just before the tarmac runs out, take
climb over stile and heading slightly
the footpath sign and yellow arrow
to the right towards farm buildings.
on your left, going up the hill, with
Just before the barns, take a left,
the fence very close on your right.
following the yellow arrow, keeping
Continue broadly straight over
the wooden fence on your left.
uneven ground, with factory on
Go over the stile, and diagonally
your right, eventually seeing the
cross the small field getting to a
drystone wall on your left heading
spring gate – go through.
to Manystones Lane ahead.

Go over stile and follow tractor
track through large gap in fallen
drystone wall. Continue straight
through the field to the silver gate
and cross stile to the left of it.

St George’s Day Walk

Once the stile is crossed, turn
sharply left and follow drystone wall
on your left.
Turn left and walk around the field
following the drystone wall until you
get to a gate.
Cross the stile to the right of the
rusty gate.
Bear right along a slightly worn
footpath and continue between the
trees over, up and down ground
to the slit stile in the next wall
(see photo)

Time to shake off the Winter Blues and plan ahead, starting off with
the “QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE SCARECROW TRAIL” with
the theme this year being ‘ROYALTY’. Scarecrows to be on display
from Saturday 28th May throughout the summer, for everyone to
enjoy, both villagers and visitors alike. Further details, please contact
Pat & Jan Carlin on the Brassington Community Facebook group.
Continue straight to next stile. Go
through the sprung gate and then,
immediately on the left, the slit stile.
Continue along the worn, wide,
grass path which slightly veers right
and downhill with Carsington water
in the distance.
Go through the field diagonally,
slowly making your way down to
the bottom right corner, opposite
Chapel House with its red shutters
and head through the slit stile and
turn left on Hillside Lane.
Turn right into the churchyard and
head downhill with the church
on your left. Turn right at the
path coming out onto Well Street
and turn left. Bear right at the
Miners Arms and stop off for a
well-deserved drink and snack.

QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE STREET PARTY? If anyone is
interested in helping us to organise a street party, one day over the
jubilee weekend, Fri 3rd June to Mon 6th June, please join us at the
Gate Inne on Wed 9th March at 7.30pm with your ideas. Further
details – contact Hayley 07725 939446 or Sue 540242.
Tea and Toast
Due to changing circumstances, Liz Fargent will no longer be
organising the Tea and Toast. If anyone would like to continue
this, could they please contact Liz on 540469, and she can talk you
through the ‘ins and outs’.
A big thank you to Liz for her help in organising this over many years.
Joules Seconds Sale at The Royal Oak, Mayfield
on Wed 20th April from 3pm-6.30pm
Entry by ticket only – £6 each, with 3 x 1 hour shopping times available
for entry times: 3pm-4pm, 4.15pm-5.15pm, 5.30pm-6.30pm. Further
information, please contact Kerry on 540677 or Jo on 07745 184832
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The Village Green Project

Village Green
Project

Ray Davies famously sang, “We
are the Village Green Preservation
Society,” and whilst our own
handyman, Nick Hutty, doesn’t
claim to be Ray Davies, he does
want to preserve our Village Green.

especially in 2022 – The Queen’s
Platinum Jubilee.” Nick got a
thinking … Nick then got a talking.
Nick has spoken to residents, to
Pat Carlin of the Parish Council and
to a local garden designer. With the
help of Pat, Nick now has a plan.
A plan which has the support of
the Parish Council, who are looking
at ways to contribute towards the
costs. Nick would like to put the
idea for the Village Green to you,
the residents of Brassington.

Brassington’s Village Green has
been many things over the years,
but rarely has it been what many
consider to be an English Village
Green. As many residents of
Brassington may even struggle
to recall where The Green is (it’s
between Wash Hills Close and the
Recreation Ground), Nick wants to
change that by putting The Green
firmly back on the village map, and
he would like your help.

At this stage, the idea is for a series
of slate chip paths to weave their
way through The Village Green.
Banked borders full of wildflowers,
perennial plants plus a lavender
hedge, which will attract a variety
of wildlife and, most importantly,
the pollinators. Towards the centre
would be a bird feeding station, all
of which would allow the wildlife
around to stop and spend some
time with us in Brassington.

Nick mows The Green, often
without seeing anyone else and it
was during one of these mows that
he thought, “How good it would be
to do something with The Green,

It’s not just the wildlife that Nick
is hoping to attract to your village
green, for placed around the Village
Green would be benches for you
to sit, stop and stare. The Village

Environment Group closes
Sadly, after six years in which a great deal has been
achieved, Brassington Local Environment Group is
closing. The final decision was taken at a general
meeting of members on the 12 January 2022.
The remaining funding, £656, is being divided
equally between the Village Green project and
the environmental education work of the Guides
and Brownies. Happily, Sue and William will still be

Green can become that space
where you can connect with nature,
and where you can spend the time
to connect with others.
Nick has already secured money
from the old Environment Group
and from the Hogweed Garden
Club. He will be putting in an
application for Wind Farm Grant
monies. If you or your business
would like to support what will be
a truly beautiful and tranquil part of
Brassington, have a chat with Nick.
The Village Green is part of
Brassington, albeit a slightly
forgotten part, and the intention is
to go beyond just preserving The
Village Green by creating a space
that reflects living in Brassington.
A place for all ages to enjoy, a place
for wildlife to flourish and, most
importantly, a place to bring our
Brassington community together.

organising the community litter-picks. It is welcome
that the Parish Council is taking positive action
on vehicle speeds, HGV lorries in the village and
other issues relating to Brassington’s environment.
The Committee wishes to thank all members of
the Brassington community, who have over the
years supported the Group’s activities through
volunteering, and in other ways. We hope that, in
the future, there will be other new initiatives to take
forward environmental issues in Brassington.

Contact the Parish Council: brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Parish Council

Parish Council

Rocks Clay Shoot has caused strong
reactions and was equally divisive
for councillors. Questions were put
to one of the owners of the shoot
Before starting to write, I looked
that there is Peak Waste bin for
at the December meeting, and
back over some past Parish Council general waste, the unsightly corner a vote was then taken with four
Reports to see what needed
has been cleared.
in agreement and three against.
updating.
This highlights the need for better
The winter Banter report
communication between Brassington
Firstly, a reminder that Wind farm
mentioned the possible purchase
residents and the Parish Council,
grant money is still available. In
of a defibrillator to be placed at the
written about in the July 2020
the past, there has always been a
recreation ground. A generous grant Banter. The Community Website
deadline for applications, but since
from DDDC helped towards the cost, will soon have a space where issues
lockdown created difficulties for
and the purchase has gone ahead.
which concern the village can be
the progress of projects it seems
At the time of writing, the machine
brought to attention, agendas
sensible to keep an open date. If
itself has arrived, but delivery of the and minutes are available on
your organisation has a project in
cabinet is still to happen. Once this
noticeboards and on the PC website,
need of financial help, please email arrives, the defibrillator will be put in and you are always welcome to
your Clerk for an application form.
place and, although it is hoped it will attend meetings. If there is an issue
not be needed, should the occasion you feel strongly about, please email
The consecration of Row G in
arise it will literally be a lifesaver.
your Clerk who will make sure it
the cemetery was reported in the
Thanks to Louise Oram for her help
is brought to the attention of the
December 2020 Banter. It has
and advice, which she is willing to
Parish Council at the next meeting.
taken a long time to process, but
offer to anyone who would like more Should you wish to receive a copy of
a date has now been given and
information on its use.
the Minutes of a particular meeting,
the Bishop of Repton will carry out
also send an email. In this way, lines
the ceremony on 17th March. BPC
One of the things which are
of constructive communication can
Handyman, Nick Hutty, will ensure
discussed at each Parish Council
hopefully be maintained.
that the cemetery is up to its usual
meeting are planning applications.
smart standard on the day, and now The recent issue of the Harboro
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Brassington Primary School
150th Birthday Celebrations
Tuesday 17th May 2022 @ 2.30pm
on the School Field
Stalls, Cream Teas, Maypole Dancing and lots more!

Come and join the fun – all welcome!
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Useful Contacts

USEFUL CONTACTS
Allotments

Darren Rippon

540348

Brassington Bus Service

Hulley’s Coaches

01246 582246

www.hulleys-of-baslow.co.uk

Brassington FC

Jo Wragg

540676

jojo.karl@hotmail.co.uk

Brownies/Guides

June Baldwin

540818

Citizens Advice

0300 456 8390 / http://www.ddcab.org.uk/
01629 823721

Derbyshire Connect Bus

01335 342951

Fish & Chip Mobile

bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk
Mick and his Chippy Van park up
outside the church gates on Wednesday
evenings from 5pm to 7pm.

Fish/Game Van

R.G.Morris

01298 72458

In Brassington 4pm Friday

Grocery Van

A.R.Bentley

07968 670 795

In Brassington Tuesday – 3pm Greenway
and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm

Milk delivery

Paul Johnson

01246 861087 /
07866 597170

Delivers Monday, Wednesday, Friday &
Saturday, and can include cream, fruit
juices, eggs, 5lb packs of bacon for £10.

Miners Arms

Julie Sunderland and
Trevor Howis

541977

grasstrack06@gmail.com

Neighbourhood Watch

Sandra Atkinson

540628

Newspapers

Peter Kay – MSR News

540548

Over 60s

Liz Fargent

540469

Parish Council Clerk

Lesley Brown

Police non-emergency

petekay48@icloud.com
brassingtonclerk@gmail.com
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Pre-school

Andrea Brandon

540855

PTA (FOBS)

Sarah Williams

07803 123 931

Royal British Legion

Liz Fargent

540469

elspethFargent@gmail.com

Recreation Ground

Jo Wragg

540676

brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings

Sam Mason

540520

brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School

Laura Duncker-Brown
Peter Johnston

540212

www.brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk
enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Assistant Curate Rod Prince

540475

rod.prince@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin

540818

St James’ Newsletter

Caroline Prince

540475

carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ PCC Secretary

Louise Oram

540597

LouOram@aol.com

St James’ Rector

Canon David Truby

822858

Village Hall bookings

Melissa Barron

540368

Village Hall fundraising

Terri Barron

Village Website
Ye Olde Gate Inne

brassingtonpreschool@gmail.com

www.brassington.org.uk
Mel and Tony

540448

www.theoldegateinne.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).

Brassington Community Heating

Community Heating
update by Brian Barry
December 2021 was very busy, with the closing date
for the questionnaires. The winners were drawn out
at the Gate Inne on 23rd December – the first prize, a
Christmas hamper, won by Gale Force, and the runner up
prize of a good bottle of claret, went to Potters Cottage.
The questionnaire was issued to 235 households in
the village, of which Derbyshire Dales DC tell us 44 are
holiday lets, second homes or unoccupied for various
reasons: a total of 93 households responded, which
amounts to just under 49% of the possible returns.
This is rather better than has been managed elsewhere
with similar questionnaires, and will, we hope, give us
a solid base of facts on which to base any assumptions
in our design studies.

The questionnaire is yielding a wealth of valuable
information: practically every house in the village has
double glazing, but significantly fewer have insulation
in the loft; it is quite surprising how many households
do not know if, or how much, insulation they do
have installed!
You will probably have read in the press or on TV of
the current widespread concern that our energy bills
are almost certain to rise by as much as 50% in the
spring. Our survey has established that, almost without
exception, households in Brassington are wholly
dependent on oil, LPG, or conventional electricitybased systems for heat and hot water. So, quite apart
from any impact on emissions and climate change,
a substantial hike in the fuel bills for nearly every
household seems inevitable.

In parallel with the questionnaire, the consultants,
SharEnergy, have been carrying out a detailed survey
of eight selected properties chosen to cover a range of
ages and types (2/3 bedrooms, old/new, det./semi, etc.)
to establish facts in rather greater detail than the more
general responses provided in the questionnaire: the
results of this survey will be made available in full and
free to each of the involved households to either act on
or ignore as they wish. This survey was started before
Christmas and it was hoped to complete it in the week
following the holiday break: the present omicron-covid
scare has delayed this; completion is now expected by
late January/early February.
Brassington Spring Bake-Off
Competition
CALLING ALL BAKERS – There
will be a Brassington Bake-Off
Competition on Monday 2nd
May 2022 at the Royal British
Legion, for adults and our junior
master bakers alike, giving
you time to dig out all your
cookbooks!
For further details about the
event please contact Julie
Richardson on 540697 or
julielacey2000@yahoo.co.uk

Independent Mortgage Broker
Including First Time Buyers
with just 5% Deposit,
Re-Mortgages, Clear Debt,
Raise Funds,
Poor Credit History
Contact Karen
01629 540761 or 07548 640652
karen @ premiermortgageservices.com
Your home may be repossessed if you do
not keep up repayments on your mortgage
You may have to pay an early repayment charge
to your existing lender if you re-mortgage

The Little Farm Shop, Winn Farm,
Kniveton, Ashbourne, DE6 1JJ
Mobile – 07539 339136
Email – info@thelittlefarmshop.co.uk
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Adverts

For sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

ADVERTS
THE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington
01629 540448

Support by

Monday evening from 5-11pm (food
served 5.30-7.30pm – Meals £8.95)
Tuesday – closed
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday from
12noon-3pm (food 12-2pm), and
5-11pm (food 5.30-8.30pm)
Saturday – open all day
(food times as Wed-Fri)
Sunday – open all day
(food 12noon-4pm)
Menus posted on facebook

COMMUNITY FUND
Making a difference
together

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’
oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

S&P

SERVICES

Suppliers of
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

LONGCLIFFE—

—

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

Haulage specialist
Groundworks
Aggregate Sales
Facebook:
S&P Services –
Longcliffe Ltd.

—

Mighty Mix Ltd

—

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overﬁelds Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Ofﬁce Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk www.spencerbros1903.com

R.P. GEORGE LTD
AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS
SUPPLIERS
* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER *
* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS *
* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED *

Specialists in pre-cast products of wall panels,
ready-mix concrete, stone sand etc.
Covering Derbyshire Peak District National Park •
Nottinghamshire • Staffordshire
We won’t be beaten on price! Call today for a no-obligation quotation
Tel: 01629 540 894 Email: sales@mightymixltd.com
Facebook: Mighty Mix Ltd

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING *
* OILS * LUBRICANTS *

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE ***
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter,
Staﬀordshire, ST14 8TD

Telephone: 01889 562017
Email: rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com
Website: www.rpgeorge.co.uk

Adverts

For business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

ADVERTS
Old Farmhouse Furniture
BESPOKE KITCHENS
BESPOKE BEDROOMS
BESPOKE FURNITURE

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill
Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA
T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Oliver Beresford
Builder
& Plasterer
Email toucanscaffold@gmail.com

Tel: 07851 859 359

07713 049 493 /
01629 540 332
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The Back Page

ADVERTS
– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates.
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls,
including repairing gaps.
As the saying goes, no job too small!!
Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970 Mobile: 07872490521
Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943

THE BACK PAGE
Thank you:

Banter Editorial Team:

Brasson Banter

Brasson Banter would like
to thank our sponsors:

Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Hayley Wilkinson 07725 939446
Hugh Jones 540790
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924
Rachel Summerfield
Ashley Summerfield

The Banter is produced and
distributed by volunteers from
the village. If you have a small
amount of time, we’d love to
hear from you. If you have ideas
for articles, could help put the
newsletter together, or just want
tell us what you think, email
brassonbanter@outlook.com
or give us a call. No experience
necessary

Brasson Banter
Publication schedule:

Parish Newsletter
Publication schedule:

Editorial Policy:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

Longcliffe Quarries Ltd,
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd,
Ben Bennett Jr Ltd,
Hoben International Limited

The deadline for inclusion in
the June Brasson Banter is
Tuesday 2nd May 2022.
Send to: the editor, preferably
by email in MS Word:
brassonbanter@outlook.com
or drop off at Smithy Barn,
Town Street.

The deadline for inclusion in
April’s Parish Newsletter is
Monday 14th March 2022.
Please send or drop items
and dates to Caroline Prince,
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email:
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

We welcome news, views and
articles on any interesting topic,
provided that they are not
anonymous, libellous or offensive.
The views expressed in
articles or advertisements are
not necessarily those of the
editorial team.
Items may be condensed
where necessary.

