
Running Header Right

TH
E 

PA
ST

TH
E FU

TU
R

E

BRASSINGTON FC pages 8-9KILN CROFT ALLOTMENTS pages 2-5

ISSUE 21A NEWSLETTER FOR BRASSINGTON

SPRING 2021

w
w

w
.b

ra
ssin

g
to

n
.o

rg
.u

k

INSIDE THIS ISSUE

Kiln Croft Allotments 2-5

A-Z School 5

Farming and Wildlife 6

Parish Council Report 7

Brassington FC –  
The Past & The Future 8-9

St James’ Church 10-11

What’s On & Events 11

Derbyshire Dales  
Vaccination Programme 12

Useful Contacts 13

Refugee Coats for Calais 13

Adverts 14-16

Welcome  
to the spring issue

Spring is here
Spring is here, 

Let’s give a cheer. 
Breezy days blow away the gloom, 
Bringing snowdrops out in bloom.

Days are getting longer, 
Lambs are growing stronger. 

Grass is so much greener, 
Looking forward to a Happy Easter.

Daffodils popping out their heads, 
Seeds being planted in garden beds. 
The swallows are back building nests, 

Now’s the time to shed your thermal vests!
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Move over Monty Don and 
Hugh Fernley-Whittingstall! Our 
small village has its very own green 
fingered gardeners, growing a wide 
variety of fruit and vegetables.

What better way to reduce 
your carbon footprint than by 
growing your own produce and 
making fantastic healthy meals? 
In addition to eating well is the 
great feeling of satisfaction 
and pride at contributing to 
the reduction of pollution.

I asked the allotment holders to 
reflect on the past challenging 
year: successes and failures; great 
meals; how leaving the EU has 
changed planting and how the 
pandemic has changed how 
the allotments are managed. 

We start with a brief history of 
Kiln Croft Allotments by Brian and 
Margaret White. 

“Back in 2013, after much searching 
and assistance from the parish 
council, we considered the land 
south of the cemetery and the land 
offered by Mr and Mrs Don Charity. 
We opted for the latter as it was 
easier to access and a larger site. 
Much effort was put into getting 
planning permission, despite some 
objections. A lease was formalised 
and preparations drawn up to install 

a gateway and off road parking. 
Plots were marked out, the grass 
was stripped off, and the earth 
ploughed and rotovated as required. 
The first year was a success, and all 
the numerous plots were allocated. 
There have been some changes 
of tenants, and it has evolved into 
what it is today – a very active and 
productive site.”

Hedges have been cut back to allow 
better access and some plots fenced 
off. The gate has been painted and 
a supply of manure and woodchip 
obtained for the coming year. The 
site already has a waiting list, so all 
in all a worthwhile project. 

Tim Pope would like to add:

“We have had an interesting 
and rewarding year at Kiln Croft 
Allotments. The site is now run and 
maintained by our village members 
on a 999 year lease. That’s a lot of 
spuds and Brussels!

Myself and Mr Philip Moran have 
teamed together to pool our 
resources, with Phil propagating and 
me digging for victory!

This year, due to the dreaded 
pestilence, planting and tending 
to plots has become very 
popular. Some areas being split 
to accommodate more of our 

Wellington Brigade. This has had 
a great impact on people’s morale 
during this pandemic – good for the 
pot, the soil and the soul!” 

Tony and Michele have been 
extremely busy tending their plots 
and have grown a wide variety of 
produce. 

“Our successes have been: Charlotte 
& Nadine potatoes, Guelph 
Millennium asparagus (all 40 
crowns planted have successfully 
taken), sweetcorn (amazingly 
delicious and first time ever grown 
by us), different varieties of kale 
all did well (and Michele cooks a 
yummy crispy kale recipe!), Savoy 
and Greyhound cabbage, purple 
sprouting broccoli, perpetual 
spinach, dwarf French beans, 
mangetout and standard peas, 
Hercules and Sturon onions were 
excellent, Swiss chard and lettuce. 
Fruits that did well were Autumn 
Bliss raspberries, blueberries, 
jostaberries, blackberries, Victoria 
plums, apples and pears. Crops not 
so successful were: swedes, celeriac, 
broad beans, brussels sprouts and 
Musselburgh leeks are small, plus 
carrots were a bit stunted, but 
we’ve never been great with them 
to be honest! Sweet peas and 
sunflowers were also good”.

Kiln Croft Allotment community 

Judy and Don Charity

Kiln Croft 
Allotments
by Hayley Wilkinson
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certainly is a group of hard working, 
dedicated and friendly folks, which 
cannot be better said than by 
Vic Rodgers who would like to add:

“So I could list veg and flowers that 
were grown in the allotment, but 
that’s not my story. 

The allotment folk became my 
Lockdown Family. I’ve never felt 
such a deep connection to a place 
and its people before. There’s 
something that sends you back 
centuries when villagers come 
together to work the land, to feed 
their family and friends. 

I know for many getting down 
to the allotment is a break from 
everything else we have to deal 
with; it is the greatest medicine. 
My heartfelt thanks to all allotment 
peeps for their generosity last year, 
and all horse owners, cattle farmers 
and brewers who donate their muck 
so our crops are bountiful.”

Phil Moran was kept busy in his 
greenhouse, planting seeds for 
himself and others. Phil has had a 
very different year to most others 
due to his health, but he would 
like to say:

“It’s certainly been a strange year 
this year for all of us, on top of 
which my ankle op in September 

and being in plaster for 12 weeks 
put paid to my ability to maintain 
my allotment. However, I have a 
massive “thank you” for Pat Carlin, 
Tim Pope, Brian Perkins, Brian White 
and others for helping me on the 
allotment – without their help I 
would have definitely struggled 
to keep the allotment going and 
enjoy all the produce that had been 
planted and harvested. I am forever 
grateful to you all.

Pumpkins grew well again this 
year – we were able to supply the 
church Harvest Festival again with 
a bountiful harvest. Let’s hope we 
have repeated success in 2021. 
This year we enjoyed broad beans, 
cabbage, brussels sprouts, celeriac, 
onions to name a few. Having the 
allotment gives me great joy and 
has brought with it, long term 
friendships with other allotment 
holders and I look forward to 
being able to take up tending 
to my allotment again in the not 
too distant future. Seeds are now 
ordered for 2021 ready to start 
sowing again!”

If that has not got you making 
plans and ordering seeds, then 
maybe Pat Carlin’s year on the 
allotments will help you with 
that. Some people’s failures are 
another person’s success and 
that seems to be how it is when 

growing-your-own! Pat said, “I had 
a brilliant crop of celeriac, fennel, 
pumpkin, cauliflower, brussels 
sprouts, cabbage, kale, leeks, 
carrots and onions whilst others 
were poor. The celeriac and fennel 
were probably down to planting 
later in the summer and not over 
watering. Also I had my special 
tanks of home brew feed, one 
being nettle and the other being 
comfrey. It also helped that only one 
person was down there talking and 
encouraging them on, that way they 
didn’t get mixed messages!! The 
failures were Darren’s runner and 
my French beans, plus the beetroot 
which, were ok but not up to the 
standard I expect.” 

Paul Holmes gives us an honest 
reflection of his year on the 
allotments: 

“There were definitely pros and 
cons at the allotment last year. I was 
furloughed from work so had time to 
spend doing more, but we have ours 
as a family and friends plot, meaning 
some decided to isolate, and so we 
could invite others to join us.

I have to say because the spring 
weather was so good, making 
it lovely to be out, I personally 
struggled to manage some of the 
plants as they developed too soon, 
which was a bit of a learning curve.

continued overleaf

Phil Moran and Tim Pope
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I find tips from Radio Derby’s 
Potty Plotters good, on the back 
of that for example parsnips have 
done well. Over the last few years, 
we’ve learnt the small round carrots 
do well, along with beetroot and 
onion, kale and leeks for a winter 
greens. Normally brussels sprouts 
too, but they failed this year. 

Each year I tend to trial some 
different things: dwarf French 
beans went well, so there will be 
more of them this year. Celeriac is 
another new one that is very good 
and versatile, great for salad or 
fritters, making chips or mashed as 
an alternative to potatoes. Also, for 
the first time we grew Swiss chard. 
It took some getting going: it didn’t 
like the warm weather, but once 
established we’ve been picking it for 
months. We tend to use it similar 
to spinach, fresh on salad or just 
steamed enough to wilt. 

We have used a lot of the 
vegetables grown in 2020, as well 
as giving some away. Soup with 
homemade bread really takes some 
beating. I can’t say we’ve made 
anything special, just replaced 
bought with home grown; that’s 
when you realise the difference – so 
much more flavour!

Plans for the future are to involve 

our grandchildren and introduce 
them to growing vegetables. It’s 
the pleasure of being outdoors 
as well as being part of the 
allotment community. To be 
honest if we manage to get 
any produce it’s a bonus!”

What an inspirational group of 
people we have in our village, trying 
to make a ‘good life!! So, here we 
are twiddling our thumbs, cleaning 
our gardening equipment and 
waiting for a plot to become vacant. 
We have the final words from the 
Chairperson of Kiln Croft Allotments 
– Mr Darren Rippon:

“This year has been a very odd year 
for everyone. At first, we were not 
sure if we could use the allotments 
with all the lockdown rules, but by 
the end of March we had found 
out that the allotments were a big 
yes, and people were encouraged 
to carry on with their plots. People 
didn’t need any encouragement, 
and this year has seen a massive rise 
in activity and people wanting to 
take on plots. As we speak, all the 
plots are taken and a lot of folks 
have taken to sharing their plots 
with others that were wanting a 
few small beds.

We have our resident potty plotters, 
Pat Carlin and Brian Perkins, who 

spend many hours down there, and 
have spent hours helping out on 
other plots. The newly retired Brian 
White keeps on top of maintenance 
and water transportation. 

Over the past 18 months, a 
lot of work has been going on 
behind the scenes after Mr and 
Mrs Charity generously willed the 
site to the village. There was a lot 
of administration with setting up all 
the legal paperwork. As a tribute to 
Don and Judy, we have renamed the 
site with the name of their beloved 
house “Kiln Croft Allotments”. 

Over the last 12 months I would 
like to thank Tony Sharpe for his 
time and effort in trying to source 
funding and getting quotes for a 
mains water supply. At the moment 
we are in talks with Longcliffe 
Quarries, with a scheme to use 
recycled water from the quarry, but 
it is still in the early stages. 

As I’m writing its nearly 5pm. 
It is still light, which means one 
thing: Spring is around the corner, 
seeds have been ordered, the 
greenhouse heater is on standby, 
hoping for another successful 
year. I would just like to say thanks 
to everyone who helps from all 
the Allotment Committee” 

Pat Carlin
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Children from Brassington Primary School know their ABCs!

Many schools are taking to the internet at the 
moment for virtual open days, online parents’ 
evenings and, of course, digital learning. 

There are lots of shiny videos doing the rounds, 
but the pupils at Brassington Primary School have 
taken matters into their own hands recently to show 
prospective new children and their parents their 
favourite things about the school. 

As part of their curriculum on persuasive language, 
pupils have developed their own advert, with an 
“A-Z of Brassington” to promote what they feel are 
the best things about going to their school. And, 
with a little help from some staff and parents, there 
is a video to accompany this, now available to watch 
on the Brassington School website. 

Everything from Forest Schools to the Library 
features in their list, which includes some unusual 
additions in the form of Exhilarating Carsington 
Water activities and Kitchen for school dinners! 

Headteacher Sara Griffiths said, “I was really 
impressed that the children managed to produce 
such an imaginative A-Z! They’ve obviously really got 
to grips with the challenge of promoting our village 
school in these unusual times”.

To see the film and find out more about  
Brassington Primary School, visit the website at 
https://www.brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk/  
or get in touch with us at 01629 540212.

Brassington Primary School – “A-Z of Brassington”

Brian Perkins and Scarecrow



6 Farmers saving the birds and the bees! – by Roger Jackson

David Brown and his family at Hoe Grange changed 
from dairy farming 12 years ago, established holiday 
accommodation, and let half of the farm to another 
farmer. They now farm half the land as rough grazing 
for beef cattle and sheep, using few chemicals, with a 
summer profusion of wildflowers. They have restored 
some ponds and have 
plans for another, and 
the future may include 
more woodland planting. 
David and his family have 
invested in sustainable 
energy and materials, and 
their holiday business, 
Hoe Grange Holidays, has 
won several awards. David 
will continue helping 
wildlife, but wants to see 
how the new subsidy 
system will work.

I also looked more widely, and found that six farms 
in the White Peak are trying out new methods 
to help wildlife, e.g. establishing 3 metre strips of 
rough, wild vegetation around grassland fields to act 
as ‘wildlife corridors’. One of the farms in the trial 
is Mike Herridge’s Bent Farm in nearby Tissington. 
Supported by the Peak District National Park, Natural 
England and the Department for Environment, Food, 
and Rural Affairs, these field trials are signposts 
towards the future if the new funding arrangements 
for farming work well. 

Action to reverse wildlife decline is a shared 
responsibility of us all, but farmers have a crucial role as 
custodians of the countryside. As Lake District farmer 
James Rebanks says in his book ‘English Pastoral’, “one 
of the best ways to create a better rural landscape is 
to mobilise the farmers… tapping into their love and 
pride in their land”. For advice about wildlife-friendly 
farming, please contact Rebekah Newman, Peak 
District National Park Authority, on 07925 927231, or 
Derbyshire Wildlife Trust on 01773 881188. 

Over the past year, many of us have found even 
more enjoyment in the beautiful countryside around 
Brassington with its wildlife and biodiversity. Most of 
this countryside is farmland, and given that 72% of 
the UK’s land area is agricultural, it underlines how 
important farming is to wildlife. David Attenborough’s 
programmes and scientific reports (e.g.’State of Nature 
2019’) tell us that, despite some successes, wildlife is in 
decline. Most farmers value the wildlife on their farms, 
but they have to run a viable business, producing 
much of our food. So how can farming help wildlife?

Brassington and other White Peak dales have steep 
valley sides where non-intensive agriculture enables 
biodiversity to flourish – birds, mammals, insects, 
plant species etc. But on flatter areas around and 
across the White Peak, many farmers have changed 
their grassland and working methods to increase 
productivity, and it’s likely that this has led to a 
reduction in the amount and variety of wildlife. Over 
the next few years the Government’s farming subsidies 
will change, coming mainly through an Environmental 
Land Management Scheme, with aims like ‘thriving 
plants and wildlife’ and ‘mitigation of and adaptation 
to climate change’. Although the details are still being 
decided, wildlife and the environment look set to be 
more important in farming.

To find out how farming can help wildlife, I spoke to 
two Brassington farmers. Mark Allcock took over the 
running of Sandhurst Farm in 2019, where the previous 
farmer, Henry Hall, had helped to nurture wildlife 
through allowing hedges to grow, creating small ponds 
in the ditches, and leaving an area of rough land. The 
farm is partly dairy and partly beef cattle, and Mark 
aims to continue with an emphasis on haymaking, 
allowing grass to seed and keeping artificial fertiliser 
to a minimum. Mark ran an environmental scheme on 
his own land some years ago, and believes the new 
subsidy system will help wildlife on farms. His ideas for 
the future include new hedging, tree planting, pond 
creation and restoration (the old pond on Lots Lane is 
part of the Farm).

Farmers saving 
the birds and 

the bees!by Roger Jackson
Lots Lane pond – a future restoration project?

Orchid at Hoe Grange 
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The Christmas lights in St James’ Churchyard, and the 
sight of Santa speeding through the village on his 
sleigh, did much to brighten the Christmas season. 
Many thanks to all who gave their time towards 
making these things happen.

The Parish Council ended 2020 with the resignation 
of Ray Smith, who has been Chairman for the past 
four years. Ray was conscientious and hardworking in 
his work, and Brassington Parish benefitted from his 
expertise and meticulous attention to detail. Councillor 
John Hedger has taken over his role, and Councillor 
John Heath has become Vice Chairman. The vacancy 
created by Ray Smith’s resignation has been filled by 
Pat Carlin, who was co-opted onto the Parish Council 
at the January meeting. 

Parish Council members change, but the work of the 
Council continues. Some topics recur, such as the dog 
fouling problem and traffic speeds through the village, 
but this does not mean nothing has been done. 
Debates continue and different paths are taken, as the 
need to keep these issues under review is recognised. 

Parish Council While everyone acknowledges how fortunate we 
are to live in Brassington, it has to be admitted that 
contact with the world outside is not of the best. The 
current crisis has led to many more people working 
from home, and the poor mobile phone signal and 
slow broadband are things that the Parish Council is 
keen to improve. The environment is also of concern, 
and air/ground source heat pump heating is being 
discussed at our February meeting. 

Things do not just happen, and your Parish Councillors 
give their time and energy for the benefit of the 
village. The participation of all of you is important: 
your ideas and your involvement in current projects 
are welcomed. Public attendance at Parish Council 
meetings is always appreciated, whether we are in the 
Village Hall or, as at the moment, meeting on screen.

January 2021 saw the first Zoom meeting as the 
country went into lockdown again. February and 
March will continue in the same way. Anyone can 
obtain the link to the meeting by emailing the Clerk, 
and when Spring arrives, maybe you will join your 
Parish Councillors in a live meeting at Brassington 
Village Hall. You will be most welcome.

Proposal for a district heating scheme in Brassington Village – Brian Barry 

I am sure that many of you have 
been glued to your TV screens 
in recent weeks watching 
the wonderful photography 
contained in David Attenborough’s 
programme ‘A Perfect Planet’. 
No doubt, like myself, you will 
have been disturbed by the 
permanent damage we humans 
are wreaking on the lives of our 
fellow beings (the distressed baby 
elephants, Orangutans’ destroyed 
habitat, wanton destruction of 
Brazilian rainforests etc.). 

You are also probably aware of 
the planned COP26 conference in 

Glasgow this autumn, at which the 
host, HMG, will almost certainly 
have to make some grand gestures 
concerning the UK use of fossil 
fuels. This will probably have a 
significant and adverse effect on 
the domestic fuel costs of all those 
who burn oil or LPG. 

A recent article in the Times 
outlined what action the village of 
Swaffham Prior, Cambridgeshire, 
is planning to take to minimise 
the costs. By taking action as a 
community, they intend to set up a 
communal system supplying heat 
to their community of about 160 
households from a series of inter-
connected ground source heat 
pumps. The cost to those helping 
initiate the scheme are extremely 
low (for orders £1K!) and the 
savings are estimated to be typically 
in the region of £500pa/household.

The meeting on 2nd February, our 
Parish Council agreed to support 
the writer in setting up a small 
committee to ‘examine the need 
for, and potential benefits of 
adopting a heat pump or other 
community heat distribution 
scheme within the immediate 
village boundaries, and report back 
to the PC on the potential means 
of setting up, funding and running 
such a project’.

Anyone who feels that they 
would like to contribute to the 
above committee should contact 
Brian Barry at barrys@w3z.co.uk or 
by telephoning 540599.
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Brassington Football Club has been established over 
many years, where the young men, after working hard 
down the lead mines, quarries and on the farms, liked 
to play hard too. One of their favourite pastimes was 
playing football – where they enjoyed the outdoor 
exercise, comradery, friendship, and possibly a pint or 
two after a match. 

The first major victory on record is in the year 1900, 
when Brassington FC won the Ashbourne Cottage 
Hospital Medals competition, beating Ashbourne Town 
Reserves (reputed to be better than any other team in 
the district) by 2 goals to 1, which was cause for a great 
village celebration. Although they had been victorious in 
numerous friendly games, they had never before entered 
a competition. The winning team were: JW Spencer, 
J Spencer, Fred Needham, Arthur Hodgkinson, R Taylor, 
J Webster, C Smith, I Taylor, J Gould (scored the first 
goal), T Flint, H Oldfield (scored the second winning 
goal) and J Warner. Large silver medals were presented 
to each player, which were their most treasured 
possession. Today, relatives of some of these champion 
footballers still live in the village.

1951 proved to be another great year for Brassington 
F.C. as they were the triumphant winners of the 
Matlock League (Division One), winning the coveted 
trophy, along with the Junior Cup, News Cup and 
Telegraph Cup. Another momentous occasion for 
Brassington Village.

Football continued to be played over the generations 
on various pitches throughout the village, kindly 
offered by different landowners. Eventually, in 2015, 
after intense fund raising, generous donations and 
National Lottery Grant Funding, Brassington village 
became the proud owners of the newly constructed 
Recreation Ground on the Village Green, which 
includes a full-size football pitch and tennis courts, 
with changing rooms and parking. 

Brassington F.C today is still a team based around 
hardworking lads who enjoy the game and bring some 
quality football to the pitch. The 2019 season saw 
Brassington hold onto third position in the Summer 
League for most of the season, and we look forward 
to seeing what 2021 has in store. Friendly’s usually 
start playing in March with the Summer League 
matches starting mid-April.

Maybe some of the current primary school children 
will become team members in future years.

BRASSINGTON FC
The Past ...
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BRASSINGTON FC

The Future ...
Old Trafford has long been known as the theatre of 
dreams for Manchester United’s tradition of nurturing 
some of the best young talent in the world, from 
George Best to Marcus Rashford, but there is a field 
of dreams much closer to home for the children of 
Brassington Primary School.

Ruben 10, sums it up rather neatly when asked for his 
sporting aspirations. “My football ambition is just to 
play football with my friends,” he says. “My ambition 
for Brassington is for other schools to realise how 
good it is and play lots of matches against them.”

Gracie 9, whose family epitomise the values of 
local football (brother Jesse, father Jamie and uncle 
Steve have all played while grandad Ian mows the 
Recreation Field), only started playing last year but 
can see how the sloping fields of Brassington Primary 
School can lead to a source of modest but important 
enjoyment. “I want to enjoy football with my friends 
and go in a few teams,” she says, smiling widely. “For 
football in Brassington, I want other people to enjoy it 
like we do.”

Lockdown only reminded the children of Brassington 
Primary how much they enjoy their sports clubs, not 
least the after-school football club that Pete Lansley 
has been running for 18 years. When grassroots 
football was permitted last July, the club moved down 
to the recreation field to allow for a summer-holidays 
outlet for young players who have been playing at 
school for the past few years. Then, when the school 
encouraged clubs to return in September, the current 
gang soon got their boots back on.

Finlay 9, is one of many young players whose 
talents have progressed nicely since starting playing 
at Brassington and then progressing to add more 
experience at local grassroots clubs at Wirksworth and 
Matlock. “I want to make it to professional level,” he 
says. “But my ambitions are also for people to get to 
know football, play lots and for Pete to keep coming 
back to Brassington every year so all the younger 
children know how to learn to enjoy football.”

Pete Lansley is an FA Level 2 coach. His son Tom, 
currently studying away in Scotland, and Daniel 
Wagstaffe, who has now entered teaching after a year 
of helping out, are among former pupils who, when 
studies and travels allow, have returned to help run 
the club. Normally, 16 players turn out every Thursday 
after school, with eight from Years 3 and 4 and eight 
from the older years. The focus is equally shared 
between participation, development and enjoyment. 
In 2018/19, there were as many girls as boys playing, 
as diversity is considered important.

Eleanor 9: “I’d like a few more girls to be enthusiastic 
in it and have fun. For me, I just want to enjoy it and 
play it with my friends.” 

Charlie 9: “I’d like to be a goalkeeper in the 
Brassington team.”

Ava 8: “I’d like to be a professional footballer when 
I’m older and play for England. I’d get there by 
working my way up and doing lots of football clubs.”

Harry 8: “My ambition isn’t to become a professional 
footballer; I’d like to be an engineer. I’d like to play 
football for fun as an activity.”

Fergus 10: “For me, I’d like to get to a Premier League 
club or better, and for Brassington, I would like to 
get a really good team that like people like to enjoy 
playing for.”

George 9: “I’d like to get all the autographs of a 
football team and for Brassington I like it to be a nice 
place for lots of people to have fun.”

Flo 9: “I’d like for myself to just enjoy football and 
have fun with my friends on the park; for Brassington, 
I’d like it to be a nice place where people can enjoy 
playing and maybe win some tournaments.”

Let’s hope it won’t be too long before they’re donning 
their football boots again!
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St James’ Church
Celebrating what might 
have been

My dad used to be a gateman at 
Goodison Park, the home of Everton 
Football Club. He worked for the 
Midland Bank during the week, 
and I guess that they felt he could 
be trusted with the cash! I used to 
watch the Blues, at least for a while, 
until I had a conversion experience 
and became a Reds supporter. It 
was either that or get beaten up by 
my mates. 

I watched Liverpool at every home 
game in the 70’s – their first ‘glory 
days’, and as an armchair supporter 

these days it’s been good to see 
them having another successful run. 
Another Liverpool team, Marine, 
held on to the dream of achieving 
greatness – just for a short while, 
when they had the chance to knock 
Spurs out of the FA Cup. Despite a 
shot which hit the bar, alas it was 
not to be. But everyone had a good 
time, and the hope of what might 
have been was part of the fun of 
the afternoon.

Hope is one of the foundations of 
Christian Faith. St Paul wrote a letter 
to a group of Jewish converts of 
the Christian Faith in which he sees 
hope and faith being intertwined. 

(Hebrews 11: 1). We do not know 
what the future will bring, but in 
faith and with hope, then we will be 
able to endure whatever we have to 
face before better days come, and 
we can take stock of where we are 
and what we might have learned 
from the experience of having had 
our assumptions challenged and our 
confidence shaken. 

In the meantime, I pray that God 
will give us the strength that we 
need.

With my best wishes,

Canon David Truby

St James’ Church is open from 9.30am every Sunday through to 4pm for those who wish to enter.

Services

Sunday 7th March 9.30am Communion with Rod Prince

Sunday 21st March 9.30am Morning Service with June Baldwin

Social distancing is to be observed before, during and after the services.

Whilst all the churches in the team are closed for public worship there is a daily 9am Morning 
Prayer and 5pm Evening Prayer online Zoom service as well as the weekly Zoom online Team 
Service at 9.30am every Sunday. Here’s how to join online:

Go to this link and follow instructions on your screen: https://zoom.us/j/2732241372   

For those without internet access they can join us using their landline or mobile phone a few minutes 
before the service starts (Please note – your provider may charge you for these calls). 

1. Call: 0208 080 6591 
2. The recorded message will ask for a host or meeting number. Key in: 2732 241 372 # 
3. You are then asked another question. Key in: # 

You will be asked to wait to be connected and once connected you will be able to hear and contribute. 

The Team Office

The Team Office in Wirksworth is now open Monday to Thursday from 9.30am to 12.30pm. 

Tel: 01629 824707. Please leave a message for someone to call you back.  
Email: teamoffice@wirksworthteamministry.co.uk  
Web: www.wirksworthteamministry.co.uk 

If you need to speak to a member of the clergy, please contact the Rector,  
Canon David Truby in Wirksworth on 822858 or call Rod (Prince) in Brassington on 540475.

100 Club 
Winners:

January No: 24  
– Judy Wherry

February No: 39  
– Peter Kay 
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Team Spirit

This is a quarterly magazine compiled for the 10 churches in the Wirksworth Team Ministry and is jam-packed with 
lots of article & news from around the parishes. If you would like to receive a copy delivered to your door, the first 
issue is out in March, a snip at £3 per annum please contact Caroline on 540475. 

Jean Cooper retiring from dusting duties in St James’ Church

After 15 years of dedicated service to the church, Jean Cooper has decided 
it is time to hang up her duster. Brassington PCC would very much like 
to thank Jean for keeping the church looking so loved and cared for, 
and creating a welcoming atmosphere for all those who have attended 
services since 2005. It makes such a difference to walk into a church which 
is so evidently looked after, and the positive comments recorded in the 
visitors’ book are a compliment to Jean’s care and attention. 

Jigsaw Foodbank

Jigsaw Foodbank thank all donors for their continued generous support, and are asking specifically for the 
following items – tinned fruit, tinned meat and UHT milk. Please leave your donation either in the tub in the 
church porch, at “Maldons” on Hillside or call Caroline on 540475 and she will collect safely from you. The 
Jigsaw Foodbank initiative provides emergency tinned and packet foods and toiletries to individuals and families 
in the local community who are unable to provide for themselves, due to loss of income, employment or 
benefits, and find themselves in a crisis situation. 

Jigsaw and Book exchange

A Jigsaw and Book exchange is to be set up in the church porch during Lent – please feel free to drop off and 
take away whatever takes your fancy, maybe bring a bag with you. Only one bubble / household in the porch at 
a time, and please follow all social distancing regulations. 

Diary Dates

Tue 2 Mar 7pm Parish Council meeting
Sun 21 Mar  National 2021 On-line Census – www.ons.gov.uk/census
Wed 31 Mar  Last day before Easter holidays at School
Thu 1 April  INSET day at Brassington School
Fri 2 April  Good Friday
Sun 4 April  Easter Sunday
Tue 6 April 7pm Parish Council meeting
Mon 19 April  Summer Term starts at Brassington School & the Pre-School
Sat 12 & Sun 13 June Open Gardens Weekend – see below

What’s On & Events

Brassington Open Gardens 2021 update

As a result of the pandemic, last year’s Brassington Open Gardens event was postponed until the proposed date 
of 12/13 June 2021. With the situation regarding the safe running of such events currently remaining uncertain, 
this event will only proceed if Government Guidelines and the wishes of the village community permit. Should 
this be the case, it will a scaled back, more local event, and the PCC will work with anyone wishing to open their 
gardens to ensure they remain Covid secure. Please be assured that the safety of Brassington’s residents is our 
priority and any decision regarding if this event is to happen will be based on this.  For further information, please 
contact either June Baldwin (Church Warden) 540818, or Louise Oram (PCC Secretary) 540597. 
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Some Brassington Residents’ Vaccination Experience

Philip Buckley took his father, Ernest, who is in 
group 2, for his vaccination and was impressed by 
the extremely efficient organisation. Hannage Brook 
Medical Centre rang Philip a few days beforehand, 
giving a date and time for Philip to drive Ernest to 
St Oswald’s Hospital in Ashbourne. At St Oswald’s, 
staff were meeting cars, directing parking and 
explaining where visitors should go. While Philip 
waited in the car, Ernest was met by nursing 
staff at the entrance to the hospital. There was a 
steady stream of people but no queues. Ernest felt 
the vaccination was efficiently organised. Once 
vaccinated, people left the building by a different 
exit. Everything felt very safe. Apart from a very little 
soreness in the arm, there were no after effects.

Ann and Brian Barry found their vaccinations at 
St Oswald’s ‘very professional’ and organised into 
four ‘stations’. Firstly, upon arrival, they sanitized 
their hands, and were asked their names and if they 
had any coronavirus symptoms. They were then 
taken on to the second station, where they were 
asked questions about their medical health. They 
were then taken to the third station where the 
injection was given and the possible after effects 
described. The last station was the recovery room 
where they were put on a list and given a sticker 
with the time of their jab and they were able to 
leave after 15 minutes, by a separate door. Ann 
described the staff as very attentive, especially 
where people had difficulty standing. 

By the time this edition of the Banter comes through 
your letterbox, it is hoped that the vaccination rollout 
will have reached most of the vulnerable groups in the U.K. However, 
please be aware that some of this information may have been updated. 

This article includes information collated from the Hannage Brook Medical 
Centre website, and advice from Barbara Day, Lead Nurse for Professional 
Practice Development at the Royal Derby. Barbara was instrumental in setting 
up the vaccination programme here in Derbyshire, but is now returning to the 
intensive care ward, which currently has twice as many coronavirus cases as 
during the first lockdown. She asks that we all please follow the NHS advice 
on coronavirus. See www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/ 

How safe is the vaccine? The MHRA, who regulate medicines in the UK, 
have put the coronavirus vaccines through the same processes and tests 
as any other medicine. Due to the urgent need for the vaccines, it is the 
bureaucratic hoops that medicines normally need to jump through that 
have been done away with. 

Short-notice appointments. Some people don’t attend their 
appointments and the vaccine must be used up at the end of the day or it 
is wasted. This is why some people are invited at short notice to attend for 
a vaccination. If you get a ‘short-notice’ phone call and you cannot attend, 
don’t worry, the NHS will come back to you. 

Why are some younger people receiving the vaccine now? Some 
younger people are receiving the vaccine now. These are people who have 
an underlying (not necessarily visible) condition, which puts them at greater 
risk. Or it may be that they work with older people, such as care home staff.

You can still pass on coronavirus even after you are vaccinated. Even 
if you have been vaccinated, you can still get a mild form or coronavirus. 
This can be transmitted to people who haven’t been vaccinated, who 
could then develop full coronavirus symptoms. So you still need to exercise 
caution and maintain social distancing until everyone is vaccinated! 

‘We are no longer the front line. 
The general public are’.

Barbara Day, Intensive Care Nurse

Vaccination
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Allotments Darren Rippon 540348

Avon Representative Julie Kirkham 540519

Brassington Bus Service               Hulley’s Coaches 01246 582246 www.hulleys-of-baslow.co.uk

Brassington FC Jo Wragg 540676 jojo.karl@hotmail.co.uk

Brownies/Guides June Baldwin 540818

Citizens Advice 0300 456 8390 / 
01629 823721

http://www.ddcab.org.uk/

Derbyshire Connect Bus 01335 342951 bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk

Fish/Game Van R.G.Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday)

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 07968 670 795 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Milk delivery Paul Johnson 01246 861087 / 
07866 597170

Miners Arms Niall (Sedge) Sedgewick 
and Kate Harvey

540222

Neighbourhood Watch Sandra Atkinson 540628

Newspapers Peter Kay – MSR News 540548 petekay48@icloud.com

Over 60s Liz Fargent 540469

Parish Council Clerk Lesley Brown brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Police non-emergency 101

Pre-school Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com

PTA (FOBS) Sarah Williams 07803 123 931

Royal British Legion Liz Fargent 540469 elspethFargent@gmail.com

Recreation Ground Jo Wragg 540676 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings Sam Mason 540520 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School Sara Griffiths 540212 www.brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk 
enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin 540818

St James’ Newsletter Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ PCC Secretary Louise Oram 540597 LouOram@aol.com

St James’ Rector Canon David Truby 822858

Village Hall bookings Melissa Barron 540368

Village Hall fundraising Terri Barron

Ye Olde Gate Inne Mel and Tony 540448 www.theoldegateinne.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).

Useful Contacts

Coats for Calais

Derbyshire Refugee Solidarity, based at St Anne’s 
Church in Derby, are acting as a “Drop Off” point 
for a Care4Calais appeal to provide vital winter coats 
and warm clothes for refugees in Northern France 
and across the UK.

Over 6,500 refugees in the Calais region and in 
reception centres in the UK are in need of warm 

winter clothing clean coats, hats, gloves, scarves, 
jumpers, fleeces as well as bedding including sleeping 
bags, blankets and sheets. (No duvets please).

You can drop your donations off with Caroline at 
Red Lion House, Brassington who goes to DRS on 
a monthly basis, she is happy to collect from you 
safely if you call her on 540475. 
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THE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington
01629 540448

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’

Take-aways available  
every Saturday night –  

menu posted on facebook

oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

COMMUNITY FUND

Support by

Making a difference
together

Specialists in pre-cast products of wall panels, 
ready-mix concrete, stone sand etc.

S&P
SERVICES
—LONGCLIFFE—

Haulage specialist
Groundworks

Aggregate Sales
Facebook:

S&P Services – 
Longcliffe Ltd.

—    Mighty Mix Ltd    —

Covering Derbyshire Peak District National Park • 
Nottinghamshire • Staffordshire

Tel: 01629 540 894   Email: sales@mightymixltd.com 
Facebook: Mighty Mix Ltd

We won’t be beaten on price! Call today for a no-obligation quotation

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 
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Old Farmhouse Furniture

BesPoKe KitChens
BesPoKe Bedrooms
BesPoKe Furniture

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts

Oliver Beresford

Builder 
& Plasterer

07713 049 493 /  
01629 540 332Email toucanscaffold@gmail.com

Tel: 07851 859 359

YOUR ADVERT HERE?  
Contact Sue Genders 540242
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The Back Page

Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting topic, 
provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
April’s Parish Newsletter is 
Monday 15th March 2021.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
the June Brasson Banter is 
Monday 3rd May 2021.

Send to: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or drop off at Smithy Barn, 
Town Street.

Banter Editorial Team:

Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Hayley Wilkinson 541903
Hugh Jones 540790 
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just want 
tell us what you think, email 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or give 
us a call. No experience necessary

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like  
to thank our sponsors:

Longcliffe Quarries Ltd,  
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd, 
Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd, 
Hoben International Limited

Pail EndPail End
A Holiday Let for TwoA Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943Kathy & Richard 540943

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970 Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Adverts


