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What a strange summer this has been! Lockdown easing, the pubs 
opening, tourists arriving, the sun appearing and disappearing. Some of us 
have been able to go on holiday, others have staycationed (or just stayed!) 
at home. And now the schools are going back, much to the relief of many 
children and parents, although anxieties remain as we slowly try to return 
to something that feels like normal life.

Our village has missed so much this summer: Open Gardens, Wakes 
Week events including the Car Treasure Hunt, Children’s Sports, the 
Fell Run, also Carnival Day, the Cricket Match, the Antiques Fair and much 
more. But all has not been lost, thanks to the generosity, creativity and 
horticultural skills of Brassington people.

Our theme this issue is Sunflowers and Scarecrows: projects set in motion 
by Pat and Jan Carlin and supported by many others. We have included 
as many photos as we can squeeze in, and hope you’ll agree that walking 
around the village to see them all has been a joy. A lot may have been lost, 
but a lot has also been gained.
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A huge thank you to Pat and Jan Carlin who proposed the Scarecrow Trail, 
along with the sunflower seed distribution, helping to create a sunny village 
atmosphere, bringing smiles to many faces.
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Open Gardens update

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic Open Gardens has been postponed to 12th-13th June 2021.  
For further details regarding Open Gardens, please contact PCC Secretary, Louise Oram on 540597.

St James’ Church
A few years ago, on a trip to India I 
noticed some plastic sunflowers on 
one of the many stalls in the local 
market. I thought that they would 
be a nice little gift to bring back to 
Stella, my wife, who loves sunflowers. 
I managed to squeeze them into my 
case and return them undamaged 
to home. They now sit proudly in 
a vase in our bedroom, adding a 
little colour and cheering us up in 
the depths of winter. Of course, 
they can cheer us up in winter only 
because they are copies of the real 
thing, but both of us realise that they 
are not the real thing and, indeed, 
Stella always looks forward to some 
fresh sunflowers when they are 
available. If I stretch it, then I can 
make a comparison between false 
and real sunflowers and our online 
and physical worship in church.

When we all gathered on Zoom 
in own homes we can still pray 
together, sing together, learn 
together and even chat together in 

our virtual coffee space afterwards. 
Something is missing, however, and 
that is the real time face to face 
conversation with someone who is 
important to you. It is not just about 
fellowship; there is something about 
relating to our sacred space and the 
fact that those who are present in 
worship are doing so on behalf of 
the whole community. These things 
are important, especially so in a 
rural community where the church is 
often at the very heart of a village.

We are gradually gaining the 
confidence to return to something 
like normal, but we will have 
learned from the experience of 
these last months and across our 
team of churches things will be 
different to the way they were 
before. I am sure that it’s the same 
for everyone. Pandemics seemed 
to come every one hundred years 
or so, and the people of this 
generation will be remembered by 
history for their selfless behaviour 

and, indeed, for their selfishness 
at times. We hope and pray that 
those who are seeking to find a 
vaccine will be successful soon. In 
the meantime, we must continue to 
be vigilant, and as we come out of 
lockdown recognise the limitations 
to our freedom even now. Ending 
on a less gloomy note, I do hope 
that you enjoy the sunflowers and 
scarecrows events in the village. 
They will both help to cheer us and 
will enable us to recover that sense 
of community which is so much a 
part of village life in Brassington.

With my best wishes

Canon David Truby

St James’ Brassington is open for 
individual private prayer every 
Saturday and Sunday. The seats in 
the choir stalls with a green card 
have been allocated for this purpose. 
On completion, turn the card over so 
the pink side is visible to let others 
know that the seat has been used. 
Please use the hand sanitiser at the 
door on entering and exiting.

Morning Prayer at St James’ 
resumed from 5th July, and 
morning services will continue 
each Sunday starting at 0930. 
To ensure that St James’ remains 
Covid-safe, social distancing should 
be observed and face masks are 
to be worn in accordance with the 
current Government advice. Contact 
details will also be requested to 

assist with NHS Test and Trace 
scheme, any data collected will 
be used only for this purpose 
and destroyed after 21 days. 

For any questions about church 
services at St James’, please contact 
either the Churchwarden, June 
Baldwin on 540818 or Louise Oram, 
PCC Secretary on 540957.
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Cleaning St James’

In March, in line with the 
Government advice, St James’ 
closed its doors, not only to 
worshippers, but also to those who 
maintain the building. St James’ 
is a Grade II* listed building, its 
age and structure of sandstone 
resulting in challenging cleaning 
environment at the best of times. 
Pre-lockdown this was managed 
on a weekly basis by Jean Cooper. 
Without her ministrations during 
the lockdown period, it was 

apparent that somewhat more 
robust measures were required. 
Fortunately, Rachel Boam, who 
not only has a wealth of cleaning 
experience, but also of specialist 
and restorative cleaning, offered 
her assistance to deep clean the 
church so that it was in a more 
manageable state for everyday 
cleaning. It also allowed St James’ 
to pass the rigorous requirements 
of the Diocese of Derby’s risk 
assessment, resulting in the 
church opening on 27th June for 
individual prayer (Saturdays and 
Sundays), and on 4th July for 
public worship.

Until she started, it is suspected 
that Rachel may have not been 
aware as to how Herculean this task 
was to be. However, her enthusiasm 
and professionalism, during 20+ 
hours of intense cleaning to 
include tackling the dust, cobwebs, 
sandstone accumulated in the main 
body of the church, the upper 
windows in the sanctuary and 
chancel and appropriate treatment of 
more historical pieces in the building, 
has resulted in space that feels lighter 
as well as harmonious and spiritual. 
More importantly, it is now more 

manageable, particularly for Jean 
when she returns to her regular 
weekly duties once the lockdown 
restrictions are less stringent.

The St James’ PCC would like to 
take this opportunity to thank 
Jean Cooper for her ongoing 
commitment in cleaning St James’ 
on a weekly basis, and also a very 
heartfelt thank you to Rachel for 
helping with the preparations for 
the opening of the church once 
again for public worship.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic there are no Regular Events until further notice

Diary Dates for September

Wed 2nd Term starts at Brassington School
Thu 3rd Term starts at Brassington Pre school
Wed 9th Community Shop Project Steering Group Meeting in the Miners at 6pm
Thu 24th Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting in the church at 7.30 pm

TBC: Parish Council meeting date – awaiting date

What’s On & Events

St James’ Church
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On 16th March we had our last face 
to face Brownie and Guide meeting. 
As we made Mother’s Day gifts 
we asked the girls how they felt, 
and what would help. They were 
desperate that they couldn’t go to 
school, Guides and see their friends. 
We asked if they’d like us to carry 
on with Guiding and they were very 
keen. The leaders met the next night 
(suitably distanced) to talk about 
what we could do. We had two 
leaders in their 60’s with underlying 
health problems, a key worker 
looking after a vulnerable family 
member, a leader whose job was 
likely to close, and a young leader.

We decided we could do long-
distance guiding, and gathered 
together our activities. We dashed 
to The Works at Rowsley to stock up 
on craft kits, and started making up 
goody bags. Our first packs covered 
the first 6 weeks of lockdown, 

and included: painting stones kit, 
frog house, Easter basket, badges, 
courgette and bean seeds kit, cress 
head pack, card kits, colouring kit, 
and a bottle of shiny stones.

We set off to deliver them, 
struggling to find some of our girls 
on farms, and roads without names, 
and cottages that Satnav hadn’t 
heard of! It was worth it, as one of 
our Guides sent a message:

‘Thank you so much for all my 
crafts. I have been bored, baking 
so much that the house is full of 
cakes!! It was a lovely surprise and I 
am really looking forward to doing 
all of the crafts each week!!’

Since then we’ve sent weekly emails 
with new resources including: 
an A-Z Scavenger hunt, Bake-off 
challenge, star gazing, on-line 
escape room, challenge list, spot the 

flowers, face flannel bunnies. We 
celebrated Easter, VE Day, plus other 
special events. Midlands Girlguiding 
and Girlguiding nationally have 
also been publishing a range of 
activities, including Adventures At 
Home and Fitness Guides. Every 2-3 
weeks we send an extra mailing, 
e.g.: maps with questions, bracelet-
making, science games, badges, 
Guide history, and inventing. We’ve 
included yoga moves, positive plans, 
breathing exercises and mindfulness 
to help them deal with the stressful 
situation they find themselves in. 
Parents are very appreciative: 

‘Having anything sent to you via the 
post is always really special, especially 
when it’s something so thoughtful 
and exciting. She was over the 
moon!!! The rock painting set has 
been a huge hit and hours of fun.’

Share the Light!
Brassington Brownies, Guides and Rangers
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We were going to camp at 
Peak 2020 this summer, the big 
International Scout and Guide camp 
in Chatsworth, and were looking 
forward to welcoming Guides 
from Canada. It was cancelled, but 
Derbyshire Guides and Scouts ran 
a virtual ‘Campover 2020’ to raise 
money for our local hospitals. Girls 
camped any way they liked. Some 
camped in a tent outside for three 
nights. Some camped in the living 
room overnight. Girlguiding also 
ran a national festival for a day with 
science, music, stories, crafts etc. 
We had a great time and 35 people 
took part.

We had a great surprise in July, as 
our Peak 2020 team had designed 
activities and a badge that anyone 
could take part in. It started with 
an opening ceremony on Facebook 
at the time the camp would have 
opened, and ended a week later 
with a closing ceremony. The 
challenges were based on the 
sub-camps that should have been 
there, with the theme of ‘Movies’, 
including Westerns (make a Tepee), 
Historical (tell someone your 
favourite memory), Musicals (sing 
or dance like no-one is watching), 
Comedy (make someone laugh 
today), and another 6. Extra 
activities were: sleep in a tent, cook 
a camp meal, watch a film, and join 
in a Zoom campfire (which was our 
first Zoom meeting).

We thought we’d check how our 
Brownies and Guides were enjoying 
‘lone’ Guiding’, and had some really 
uplifting replies from them: ‘I have 
done the llama, the glow in the 
dark stones, the owl card, the map 
activity, the fortune teller and I have 
enjoyed all of them so thank for 
posting them and I have sang songs 
off the bonfire songs and I loved it’

We have some spare kits that we 
put out to share with the village. 
We’ve always been supported by 
the people of Brassington and 
surrounding villages. We were in the 
Ashbourne Telegraph, and on the 
County Council web-site.

It’s taken a lot out of our leaders, 
and more time and commitment 
than our regular meetings do, 
but we wanted our Brownies and 
Guides to know that Guiding is still 
there for them when so many things 
closed down. It’s cost us a fortune, 
but we applied for and got a grant 
from both our local councillors, 
which helped towards it.

There are lots of ways that Guiding 
can support girls. Our Guide 
World Association ran a global 
campfire online, called ‘Share the 
Light’, including people from 100 
countries representing our 10 million 
members, which we shared with 
the girls. There were messages 
from people in Rwanda, Canada, 
Syria, USA, France, Hawaii, Japan, 
The Gambia etc., all Sharing the 
Light. Some were camping, some 
were round campfires, some in their 
sitting rooms, but all had a light. 
That’s what we’ve been trying to do 
in these dark times, in all the ways 
we can – Share the Light!
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At a chance meeting at Pat Horrocks’ funeral 
in October 2019, Sue Genders met Vicki Reid, 
who had been a very good school friend 
of Pat. Vicki had lived in Brassington as a 
child from 1946-1955 at the original Manor 
House, and Sue (nee Gerrard) had lived all her 
childhood with her parents and older siblings 
at the Front Wing extension of the Manor 

House (extended in 1860). 
Vicki sent this article on her 
childhood memories of life 
in Brassington, with a copy 
of an auction advert held at 
the Gate Inn, Brassington on 
Thursday 22nd July 1897, but 
we do not know who the 
purchaser was at that time.

Vicki wrote, “My great 
grandfather (John Seals from 
Wallands Farm) and his wife 
Sarah (nee Dean) had two 
sons and one daughter – 
Sarah Annie Victoria Seals 
(my grandma), born in 1897, 

and purchased and moved to the Manor 
House sometime after 1901. In 1914, Grandma 
married John Joseph Oulsnam (my grandad) 
and started their married life living at the 
Manor House with Sarah’s parents.

After John Seals’ death in 1919 , in his will, 
he left the Front Wing of the Manor House 
(eventually rented out to Walter Pearson 
Gerrard and his family from 1925 until 1977) 
to his daughter Sarah Annie, and grandad got 
a mortgage to purchase the Back Wing of the 
Manor House (the farmyard), thus becoming 
the outright owners. Grandma and grandad 
went on to have two daughters – Bertha Annie 
(my mum) in 1915, and Ina Mary (Philip, Valerie 
and Helen’s mum) in 1923.

Grandad’s father (John Oulsnam Snr) owned 
and lived at The Knoll on Maddock Lake, and 
with his son (my grandad), operated their 
business Oulsnam & Fearn, which consisted 
of the timber yard and saw mills on Dale End 
(now converted into three terraced cottages), 
and the builders, plumbers, ironmongers, 
petrol & oil sales at The Knoll. They were 
both time-served carpenters, joiners and also 
undertakers, operating a thriving business. In 
1946 my great grandad died, so grandma and 
grandad had to move from the Manor House 
to live at The Knoll to run the family business. 

As it was just after the end of the Second 
World War, they left the large Manor House 
temporarily unoccupied, as both daughters had 
married and left home. Bertha on Christmas 
Day in 1940 and Ina (who was married from 
The Knoll) in 1947.

During this period, Bertha (mum) had 
married Caesar Reid (dad) and lived in Corby, 
Northants, and had two children – my eldest 
brother Bill (1942) and me in 1943. After the 
war it was felt to be safer to live in Brassington, 
and my family moved up from Corby in 1947 
to live in the Back Wing of the Manor House, 
and here they had two more sons, my brothers 
Douglas (1948) and Angus (1953).

The Manor House had always been run as 
a farm, and in the yard driveway there was 
a cow shed, stone troughs and stone steps 
leading up to a barn above (where a local 
tramp – Ankhame used to occasionally sleep), 

Manor House (1777) 
Church Street, Brassington
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a pig sty for one pig to provide us with bacon 
throughout the winter months, 
a corn shed, and a garage, 
which were all demolished 
and converted into a large 
modern detached house. On 
the opposite side, below the 
green roadside door, there was 
an old pigsty, a large two-
storey building, and a small 
butcher’s shop, again all now 
demolished. The rear garden 
had a well and a pond, and 
grandma had kept hens which 
mum took over, and I helped 
to collect the eggs.

The house, built over three storeys, was by 
now divided into two properties, but kept a 
complicated system of staircases which would 
have joined the front and back wings when 
one house. There were also filled in doorways 
and cupboards that went nowhere, and were 
“very mysterious for little children”. It also 
included a window in the larder overlooking the 
Front Wing courtyard where we could see and 
hear the Gerrard children playing. During the 
1920’s, a single storey extension was built at the 
end of the Back Wing, and after sectioning off a 
third of the main house, converting it to a third 
house, where Madge and Ted Brittain lived.

Sadly, grandad died suddenly in 1952, and 
grandma, just 55, was left all alone to run the 
business at The Knoll and sort out the death 

of her husband. Aunty Ina and Uncle Lou and 
family moved in and helped for a short while, 
followed by Mr & Mrs Wilfred Gould and 
daughter Gladys. During 1955 our family left 
Brassington and moved back to Northants, and 
in 1962 grandma sold the The Knoll house and 
business ‘Oulsnam & Fearn’ to Alan and Mary 
Robinson. Grandma eventually moved back to 
the Manor House and lived 
there all alone until she died 
in 1983. Grandma was a very 
wise lady with a great sense of 
humour, and she helped me 
and my brothers enormously 
throughout our lives, she was 
a very competent woman, and 
I still miss her today.

The garden seat here with 
Bertha (mum) and Aunty Ina, 
sitting with grandma, is still 
situated in the garden today.

The Back Wing of the house 
is now owned by Sarah 
Copley, who has designed and 
converted the property into a 
beautiful bed and breakfast 
accommodation. I had the 
pleasure of recently visiting, as 
a special treat 
from my sister 
in law – and 
what a lovely 
trip down 
memory lane.” 
Vicki Reid

The Front Wing of the Manor 
House was lived in for many 
years by Walter Pearson Gerrard and his 
first wife, Mary Stevenson, along with their 
ten children – Doris, May, Frank, Cyril (who 
sadly died as a baby), Eric, Mary, Janet, Iris, 
Philip (Pasco) and Tony. Sadly his wife Mary 
died in 1944 and Walter met and married 
his second wife, Annie ‘Nancy’ Challinor in 
1948 (who already had two children – Madge 
and Cyril), and together they had seven more 
children – Margaret, David, Walter, Robert, 
Jennifer, Valerie and Susan – and as they say, 
that is another story, a wonderful story of an 
amazing mixed family life, filled with lots of 
happiness, sadness, love and laughter. Out of 
the 19 children, Jenny (Jack), Val (Allcock) and 
Sue (Genders) still live in Brassington today.

Manor House (1777) 
Church Street, Brassington
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We would like to thank everyone 
who filled in their questionnaire 
about a community shop. We 
would like to thank everyone who 
filled in their questionnaire about a 
community shop, and are pleased 
to report that all responses received 
back were positive, saying that they 
would support a village shop in the 
community. The full results can be 
seen on the village website:  
www.brassington.org.uk.

More than 17 people were 
interested in joining a Steering 
Group and over 51 people 
volunteered to help out in some 
way. Services offered included IT 
services, business, retail and legal 
services, marketing and promotion, 

setting up and styling. All very 
encouraging so thanks to all and 
you will be contacted in due course.

In July an initial meeting was held 
at the Miners Arms with those 
interested in joining a steering group. 
Sedge, Kate, Michelle and Rob 
introduced themselves and explained 
how the project had come about. 
It was agreed to research suitable 
premises, funding options, other local 
community shops, what to sell and 
when to open. There will be a further 
meeting of the steering group at 
6pm on Wednesday September 9th 
at the Miners. Please feel free to 
come along if you wish, but please 
let us know in advance so that we 
can ensure Social Distancing rules 

are applied. Sedge and Kate from 
the Miners have kindly offered space 
in their new shed for the Shop. This 
could be one option with potential 
to expand elsewhere in the future. 
If you have any other ideas about 
premises or land for now or for the 
future, please contact us urgently:

Sedge + Kate – tel: 540222 
email: afrogforever@msn.com

Michelle + Rob – tel: 540737 
email: walshmichelle5@aol.com 

There has been recent discussion on 
Facebook about Rewilding, always 
a controversial subject! Whatever 
your views, there is no doubt that 
more could be done to protect and 
nurture our local wildlife. Wolves and 
beavers may not be on the agenda 
in Brassington, but there are plenty 
of other ways to help. Gardening for 
wildlife, restoring ponds, surveying 
hedgerows, sharing information 
about plants, birds, mammals and 
insects (some special to this area), 
plus the creation of new wildflower 
and woodland areas. All these 
ideas could be taken forward in 
the future if more members of the 

local community were prepared to 
have a go. Times are challenging for 
small voluntary groups like the Local 
Environment Group and the Covid 
crisis has meant that we haven’t 
been able do activities in the usual 
way. Nevertheless, members of the 
Group and other local residents, 
have kept a close eye on the Middle 
Lane Pond and have been pleased 
to see frogs, newts, tadpoles and 
water bugs active, with some 
open water retained because of 
the vegetation clearance over last 
winter. At a crucial time in tadpole 
development, the pond avoided 
drying out in the heatwave due to 
the water contribution of a nearby 
resident. Some of us have carried 
on improving waymarking on local 
footpaths to increase accessibility and 
encourage walking. 

If you have ideas for encouraging 
wildlife and improving the 
environment round Brassington, we’d 
love to hear from you. Please get in 
touch, and get involved! We need 
you, wildlife needs you! Contact: 
Roger Jackson, 01629540801. 
rogjackson6@gmail.com.

Wildlife and the Environment – 
Can you lend a hand?

Community Shop Project
Community Shop / Wildlife and the Environment
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t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

Since Coronavirus invaded our world, life has changed for everyone. For those of us lucky enough to live in 
Brassington it has provided the opportunity to realise how valuable open countryside is to our wellbeing. People 
have taken walks, with or without dogs, and there has been plenty of time to stop and chat across the regulation 
two metre distance. Volunteer groups were set up and a list of local tradespeople willing to deliver supplies was 
circulated. There was a general feeling that everyone was doing their best to get us all through a really difficult time.

Parish Council Meetings
It was not possible to hold Parish Council meetings in April and May, but 
your Councillors were regularly in contact via email and work went on. The 
annual audit was completed in early June and the need to meet in person, 
in order to sign the official forms, led to your Council sitting in the garden 
of The Gate at 5pm on a cold and wet day, trying not to let paperwork 
fly away or get soaked. The July meeting was rather more dignified as we 
were able to return to the Village Hall, albeit sitting two metres apart and 
wearing face masks.

Village Pump
The big event has been the installation of the Village Pump on Well Street. 
Thanks go to Councillor John Heath for his hard work in making this 
happen, and to Karl Allsop for his expert workmanship. At the time of 
writing, plans are in progress to erect a plaque on which a photograph 
and some detail of the original pump will be placed.

Changes to councillors
In May the Parish Council reluctantly accepted the resignations of 
Hugh Jones and Rob Frith and thanks go to them for their contributions 
during their time as Councillors. Tim Pope and Darren Rippon are the new 
members and were both welcomed at the meeting on July 21st.

Parish Council Report – July 2020

Wind Farm monies

Wind Farm monies have now been received. Any organisation within 
the village can apply for a grant, providing the money requested is for 
the benefit of the people of Brassington.

If you would like more information and an Application Form, please 
contact the Clerk, Lesley Brown, email: brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

Closing date for applications is October 31st.
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Most of the children will have been home schooled… 
we all know this takes a lot of discipline and can be 
very challenging at times, so our thoughts are with 
those parents working hard to educate their children.

With the easing of lockdown some year groups were 
invited back into school. These being Year Reception, 
Year 1 and Year 6 into Primary school and some 
Year 10 and Year 12 children back into Secondary 
school. Some children will have been happy to return 
to school after a 3 month lockdown and some will 
have been very anxious.

Some thoughts and feelings from a couple of parents 
and their children.

Anna and Jake’s thoughts

We chose to send Jake back to school because he was 
in Year 6 and we felt it was important for him to have 
an “ending” to primary school. We were of course 
concerned because sending Jake to school increased 
risk levels, which then meant I was putting my parents 
more at risk but we felt the risks were relatively small 
given the size of the school and the care they were 
taking through all the special measures. The longer 
Jake was at school though, the more relaxed we felt...

The school normally makes quite a big thing of the 
leavers so it would have been very sad for Jake – and 
all the others – to entirely miss the end of the year. 
Jake was desperate to go back – like all the children 
must have been – he loves the school and missed the 
teachers and the children.

In difficult circumstances, the school has managed 
to function and they have managed to put on some 
special events, like film shows and water pistol battles. 
Despite missing out on some of the wonderful events 
they normally do at the end of the year, and especially 
with Year 6, Jake has been very happy.

Jake’s thoughts on going back to school: “I definitely 
wanted to go to school because I missed all my 
teachers and all my friends. Oh and I missed the 
lunches as well. I was happy to be back.”

If Jake hadn’t wanted to go back to school I would have 
let him stay at home. I enjoyed having him at home. We 
did lots of things together despite having to try and fit 
in some work and teaching. I did Joe Wicks with him 
every morning and Bill and I took turns teaching him 
in the mornings and then Jake and I went for a walk 
every afternoon. It was a lovely, tranquil time for us. 
When he was supposed to have been on holiday (half-
term / Easter) we had a holiday from teaching. I would 
have preferred to keep him at home and continue right 
through until September – it was so calm. I think it 
has made me realise that a bit more tranquillity can be 
important and that doing less can bring benefits.

Rachel and Elizabeth’s thoughts

‘Routine is really important, not just for children but 
adults too I now realise, more than ever. That was 
the main thing we struggled with during lockdown, 
the lack of structure to the day. It was hard enough 
motivating myself, never mind my daughter Elizabeth. 
For the first couple of weeks we sat on the sofa in our 
onesies staring at the TV.

It was an anxious time for everybody. For me, 
particularly, I was worried about money and putting 
food on the table. Elizabeth was really missing her 
friends and family. After those first few weeks she 
suddenly announced, ‘I want my normal life back’ so, 
as much as we could, that was what we started to do.

Luckily, government advice that split families should 
stay apart was soon changed so Elizabeth was able to 
spend time with her dad Mark. Soon after that, thanks 
to our fantastic support worker, she was able to return 
to school (Anthony Gell in Wirksworth). It wasn’t ideal 
with just 30 pupils present out of the usual 800, and 
there wasn’t much actual teaching going on, but there 
were plenty of activities to keep the children busy. Most 
importantly it gave us a little of our routine back. Also, I 
was able to keep myself busy cleaning the church.

My main concern now with schools reopening is that all 
this could be taken away again if the virus comes back. 
I’m really glad Elizabeth is looking forward to school, 
with proper lessons and teaching because that is what 
she wants and needs. The arrangements seem OK 
with teachers rather than pupils changing classrooms 
to keep movements around school to a minimum, and 
staggered lunch breaks, but still it’s a worry.’

Back to School
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The new area of garden at the 
The Olde Gate Inne is now a 
more comfortable place to sit 
and dine when the new turf beds 
in (hopefully by the time you 
read this). It doesn’t bear close 
inspection and cost considerably 
more than it should have with a 
slight over ordering on the quantity 
of turf required for the job. The 

new area of garden opens up the 
views to Carsington pasture and 
ensures customers have plenty 
of space, allows comfortable 
socially distance dining and to 
give a memorable experience. 

Mel is currently developing picnic 
boxes specifically to be enjoyed 
in the new turfed area or you can 
choose a homemade pizza with a 
refreshing drink on sunny pleasant 
days. Do not forget to bring along 
your own picnic blanket. A yurt may 
make an appearance soon, which 
will offer covered seating for ten. 

Our future plans are to renovate the 
derelict well in the middle of the 
plot, making a stunning Wishing Well 
feature where you can toss in a coin 
and make your wishes come true. 

Finally, Andy Peace who so kindly 
did all the work on the garden 
would like to offer his profound 
thanks to Karl Allsop Groundworks 
for the excess quantity of spare turf 
they were able to take, and at such 
short notice.

Contact us: 01629 540448
oldegateinnbrassington.co.uk

The Olde Gate Inne 
Garden Improvements

Sky Seed by Bill McGuire

Brassington author Bill McGuire is making his first foray into fiction writing. Waking 
the Giant, his non-fiction book about how climate change may trigger volcanoes, 
earthquakes and tsunamis, is soon to be followed by a thriller which also has an 
environmental theme: “Jane Haliwell remembered reading somewhere about the 
notion that climate breakdown could be ‘cured’ by using armies of nanobots to 
gobble up the vast quantity of carbon pumped into the atmosphere as a result 
of human excesses… Now, it seemed, someone was actually doing it; unilaterally 
sucking carbon – the principal driver of climate breakdown – out of the atmosphere. 
For the first time in the history of our world, it was literally raining carbon. 
Long before it stopped, the guilty would pay, but so would the innocent.” 

Sky Seed is due for publication on 28th September – pre-order your copy now, and read 
more about Bill and his work in our author profile to follow in the December edition.

Derbyshire Dales Small Grants Scheme – The Five Ways to Wellbeing

Derbyshire Dales CVS (Council for Voluntary Service) continues to administer a small 
grants scheme on behalf of Derbyshire County Council – Public Health called the 
Five Ways to Well-being. The next closing date is Wednesday 30th September 2020.

The aim of the scheme is to increase the understanding of the ‘Five Ways to 
Wellbeing’ by people in the Derbyshire Dales. Broadly speaking, the Five Ways are 
a way of coping with demands and challenges, particularly relevant at this time.

There are guidelines to the small grants scheme which explain each of the Five Ways to Wellbeing more fully and how 
a community project might include or address them, as well as an application form. If you would like a copy please 
contact Derbyshire Dales CVS on 01629 812154 or email enquiries@ddcvs.org.uk Applications are welcomed from any 
voluntary or community group in the Dales including registered charities and community interest companies, which 
might offer something such as activities or support, be they in person or via Zoom, or even a one-off presentation 
about the Five Ways to Wellbeing. Groups can apply for a grant of up to £1,000.
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THE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed all day except Bank Holidays
Tuesday to Thursday – 12 noon to 3 pm then 5.30 pm to 11 pm

Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12 noon to 11 pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Contact Sue Genders 540242

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970 Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

COMMUNITY FUND

Support by

Making a difference
together

Contact Details for  
Sarah Dines MP

Member of Parliament for Derbyshire Dales

Tel: 01629 57205
Email: dinesforderbyshiredales@gmail.com

Post: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

www.brassongritstone.com
HAND KNITTING WOOL FROM BRASSINGTON

Paul Johnson,  
the milkman, has changed his 

mobile phone number to:  
07866 597170.
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Old Farmhouse Furniture

BesPoKe KitChens
BesPoKe Bedrooms
BesPoKe Furniture

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 

Oliver Beresford

Builder 
& Plasterer

07713 049 493 /  
01629 540 332Email toucanscaffold@gmail.com

Tel: 07851 859 359
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The  
Back  
Page

Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting topic, 
provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
October’s Parish Newsletter is 
Friday 14th September 2020.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
the December Brasson Banter is 
Monday 2nd November 2020.

Send to: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or drop off at Vine Cottage, 
Town Street.

Easy Blackcurrant and Apple Jam

Ingredients:
300g Blackcurrants (topped and tailed if you want)
285g Apples cut into into inch slices, (skin on or off, it is up to you)
200g Water, 500g Sugar, juice of 1 lemon

Method:
Sterilise your jam jars. In a large pan, on a medium heat, simmer the 
apples, blackcurrants and water, stirring when necessary. When the fruit is 
soft after about 20 minutes and reduced right down, add the lemon juice 
and sugar. Bring to the boil and setting temperature of 105 deg C.  
(or I chill a saucer in the freezer for 15 mins, take the pan off the heat, 
then add a spoonful of hot jam to the saucer. Push your finger and when 
it wrinkles and doesn’t flood back into the gap it is ready. If not turn the 
pan back on again and test after 5 minutes). Put into jam jars. ENJOY.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924 
Hayley Wilkinson 541903

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just want 
tell us what you think, email 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or give 
us a call. No experience necessary

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like to thank our sponsors:

Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd, Spencer Bros (1903) Ltd,  
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd, Longcliffe Quarries Ltd. 


