
Our Nurses on the Front Line

The Thankful Village
ISSUE 18A NEWSLETTER FOR BRASSINGTON

SUMMER 2020

w
w

w
.b

ra
ssin

g
to

n
.o

rg
.u

k

We are thankful to very many people, to NHS and care 
staff particularly, to all those who are keeping us going: 
the farmers and growers; pubs and shops; drivers and 
deliverers; postal staff; neighbours and volunteers. 

Thankful too, for the wartime sacrifices made by our 
parents and grandparents in the fight against fascism, 
grateful for the seventy five years of peace, remembered 
and celebrated on VE Day May 8th. 

Of course, there has also been fear and anxiety, loss 
and loneliness. Some of us work as health workers and 
carers, facing challenge and suffering at first hand, many 
are worried for family and friends, all of us are unsure 
when normal life will return, if ever. 

But still, we can be thankful, for the children’s rainbows, 
for the spring, for lambs and calves, tadpoles and 
birdsong, for people’s resilience, tolerance and kindness. 

Despite Covid-19, despite the lockdown, we are very 
thankful to live in the village of Brassington.
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2 Village Support

After the closure of the Village 
School, Playgroup, St James Church, 
The Gate, The Miners Arms, 
Cemetery and the Children’s Play 
Area, life in Brassington during 
late March began a lockdown 
period of family self-isolation and 
uncertainty … … …

Darren Rippon gives an account 
of the set up of the Brassington 
Covid-19 help group which, along 
with the Brassington Parish Council 
Facebook page, has been a constant 
help throughout these difficult 
challenging days.

“Toni, Becka and I were having 
tea on Saturday 14th March 2020 
whilst watching the evening news 
and everything that was unfolding 
with the coronavirus situation. I 
wondered whether anyone or the 
Parish Council were setting up 
any sort of action group, as other 
communities were doing around 
the country. So I put some feelers 
out on the Parish Council Facebook 
page and we had lots of response 
with at least thirty volunteers 
coming forward. The Parish Council 
replied that they had no plans to set 
anything up, so we set to and drew 
up a flier to deliver round the village 
with the contact names for help 
with shopping and prescriptions etc. 
We asked for help with printing and 
delivering the fliers and this is where 
the community of Brasson pulled 
together, with Val Allcock & Helga 
Paine offering to do the printing. 
We sectioned the village into seven 
areas and set up a small group 
of volunteers to deliver to their 
allocated area, including Longcliffe 

and all outlying properties. By the 
end of Tuesday each household had 
received their flier.

Toni also set up a messenger group 
for villagers to get in contact, 
and a Covid-19 Facebook page 
was formed for anyone to post 
information. Toni also joined the 
Wirksworth and surrounding village 
Covid-19 community support 
group, and helped with obtaining 
ID badges for the volunteers. Toni is 
also in direct contact with Dr Penny 
Blackwell for anyone that has any 
health concerns for themselves or 
anyone else, and you can contact 
Toni on 07841 039 912.

As you all know all this has led to 
a great community spirit in our 
wonderful ‘little Brasson’, and there 
are now too many volunteers to 
mention individually, but they all 
deserve a massive thank you.”

by Darren Rippon

Rainbow Support for the NHS
Our village children all joined in the 
Covid-19 pandemic by colouring 
rainbows and displaying them in 
their windows throughout the 
village, to show their support for 
our amazing NHS.

Book Sharing
Summer and Amber Arthur had the 
great idea of putting a box of books 
outside their house on Town Street 
for anyone to take away or swap 
books. This idea was soon replicated 
around the village, including outside 
the houses of Sophie and Isabel 
Henderson, Caroline Prince, Barbara 
Day and Sue Genders. 

Music Concert
Johnny and Penny Diamond, along 
with Kerry Wagstaffe, arranged 
a ‘Thirty Minute Live Musical’ on 
a sunny Sunday in April. Penny 
Diamond serenaded the whole 
village with good old time songs 
including ‘We’ll Meet Again’, 
helping lift everyone’s spirits, and 
raising an amazing £500.00 for the 
staff at the Royal Derby Hospital 
providing care packages and other 
essential items.

Village Support during the 
Covid-19 Pandemic



3Village Support

Teddy Bears 
In April, people around the world 
started putting bears in their 
windows, so families with little 
children can go for a walk and go 
on a bear hunt. Brassington soon 
joined this great idea with at least 
forty different bears to look out for.

Home-Baked Online Auction
Val Allcock and Sue Genders 
organised a very impromptu online 
home baked auction for bidding 
to take place on Easter Saturday 
11th April to raise a few hundred 
pounds in support of the dedicated 
staff at the Royal Derby Hospital 
Covid-19 critical care department. 

After voicing their idea on the 
Covid-19 site and the Brassington 
Parish Council Facebook page on 
the Monday morning, kind offers 
of home baking, two halves of 
lamb (donated by Michael Wain), 
home-crafted items and Jostaberry 
plants soon rolled in and the 
auction list was put together 
and posted online on Friday. 

The crazy bidding soon started off 
on the Saturday morning with an 
early bid of £250.00 for one of the 

half-lamb lots. This was followed 
with competitive generous bidding 
all day Saturday until the hammer 
dropped at 9.30 pm, when a few 
last minute crafty bids were made! 

What a busy day for Val and Sue 
who spent the whole day with their 
landline phone in one hand to keep 
in contact with each other, and their 
mobile phone in the other checking 
the highest bids for all of the lots. 

Val and Sue were overwhelmed 
by the wonderful community 
support and generosity received, 
and thank everyone again for 
their generous donations and for 
joining in the fun, competitive 
and extremely generous bidding, 
even if they were unsuccessful 
in obtaining any of the lots. 

An amazing total of £2,715 
(Auction £1,429 and further 
donations £1,286) was raised 
and donated to the Royal Derby 
Hospital, who have purchased 
50 DAB radios for patients’ use 
in all the Covid-19 wards, along 
with a freezer for the patients 
on Ward 409.

Sunflowers
Jan Carlin had a great idea of 
buying a sack full of sunflower 
seeds and separating them in small 
bags, leaving them at specific 
locations around the village for 
everyone to collect and plant in 
their gardens. We now look forward 
to Brassington in full bloom of 
sunflowers in the summer months.

Sewing
Some talented village people, 
including Sue Scott, Janet Gould 
and Hannah Waring, have put their 
sewing skills to task by making 
laundry bags, trousers, tops and 
face masks for the NHS staff.

The Rainbow Stone
On 2nd May Vic Rodgers hid a 
rainbow stone somewhere in the 
village. She posted the above photo 
on the Parish Council Facebook 
page and invited everyone to find 
it. Since then it has been found 
and moved many times. Each time 
the finder has posted a new photo 
hinting at, without revealing, its 
new location. The rainbow stone is 
still out there – go find it!

No longer the current location!
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Whoever knew that Alice Cooper would be so prophetic: 

No more pencils no more books
No more teacher’s dirty looks
Out for summer
Out till fall
We might not come back at all
School’s out forever
School’s out for summer
School’s out with fever
School’s out completely

The song that has been replayed at many a school 
prom now takes on a totally different meaning as 
students, parents and teachers grapple with a whole 
new way of learning and this year there will likely be 
no prom…

As a teacher of over 30 years, I’m attuned to the 
feelings of young people who are at key stages of 
their education, and indeed their lives. Those who 
are leaving school forever after GCSEs or A’ levels, 
who were left reeling with the abrupt cancellation 
of exams, and perhaps most painfully those Year 
6 students who are leaving primary school – a 
particularly emotional time for families: who hasn’t 
shed a tear at the Year 6 Leavers’ Assembly!

School isn’t, of course, out completely. You only have 
to switch on the news to remember the reasons for 
the drastic closures and everyone has regrouped and 
readjusted with startling efficiency. Teachers are poised 
to recommend grades for all their students with fairness 
and integrity, following clear guidelines. The gov.uk 
site assures us that: “The Government’s priority is now 
to ensure affected students can move on as planned 
to the next stage of their lives.” Lockdown is perhaps 
hardest for teenagers than for many other sectors of 
society. These weeks make up a larger portion of their 
lives, a formative time when they rely on socialising and 
miss their mates: a conversation on X-box live, Zoom 
or Houseparty doesn’t quite cut it. With no exams to 

revise for they have had the rug pulled from beneath 
them, they often can’t work as they’re too young and 
the pot washing and café work doesn’t currently exist. 
They can find themselves a bit adrift. 

The challenges are different for younger children, and 
their parents. In Brassington families have certainly 
risen to the challenge of sudden home-schooling, 
supported by our fantastic primary school:

“We were sad to have to close our doors on Friday 
23rd March and say a temporary goodbye to our 
children and staff. Headteachers of the Anthony Gell 
Cluster had an urgent meeting to access the need 
from key worker children and within a couple of days 
a Hub school had been set up at Wirksworth Junior 
School for those children requiring provision from 
all of the village schools. The staff from each of the 
cluster schools were then put on a rota to cover the 
childcare at the Hub School.

For the children who did not need to attend school, 
the teachers have provided an abundance of work 
via the Brassington School website for each of our 
classes; Dragons (R-Y2), Phoenix (Y3 & 4) and Griffins 
(Y5 & 6). The children are asked to send in some 
photos of what they have been up to and share other 
fun activities too. The children have been amazing and 
have stepped up to the challenge. We miss them all 
and hope that we will be back at school in the not too 
distant future!”

School’s  
Outby Jacqui Lansley
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If you get a moment, have a look at the school website 
(www.brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk), it’s really inspiring 
and is currently packed full with work for children to be 
getting on with, plus lots of encouragement to stay in 
contact with teachers. There’s age-appropriate literacy 
and numeracy, plus plenty of fun activities from design 
a house to skipping for the older ones to (my favourite) 
hold a worm for the little ones. 

Working at home is not without its challenges, of 
course. One family commented that, “Not another 
nature walk” required some managing and children 
of all ages need supervision, encouragement and 
time. While families are enjoying time together, many 
parents are finding themselves doing their own jobs 
remotely while also supporting their children, sharing 
the family laptop and juggling all the other aspects of 
lockdown life. We have a supportive community, but 
on this one we can’t bail each other out – no-one can 

take the kids for a few hours while you catch up on 
work. Some parents are working into the night once 
children are asleep – or once they crawl out of that 
den they made and slept in.

One thing’s for certain. Those who work hard to 
expand students’ vocabulary can rest assured they will 
all know what “unprecedented” means.

School’s Out

Use it  
Or Lose it

Brassington is thankful to 
Paul Johnson who has been 
delivering milk to between 60 and 
70 homes for over 20 years and is 
now helped by Danielle, (who is 
sometimes heard running up and 
down the streets in the wee hours!) 

Paul recalls the only time he has 
struggled to supply the village was 
back in 2010 with the incredible 
amount of snow that wintertime. 
Paul is always cheerful and happy 
to serve the people of Brassington, 
who “have a warm and friendly 
nature”, and has certainly risen 
to the challenge during the 
Coronavirus Pandemic, supplying 
whatever he could, whenever it 
has been requested. One villager 
was even left a loaf of bread, 

without asking, just because he was 
concerned that they may still be 
struggling for supplies. 

Deliveries are Monday, Wednesday, 
Friday and Saturday and “no plastic” 
makes it environmentally, a better 
option. Paul says, “I am always there 
to help, along with the many extras 
that can be supplied at Christmas 
and other times too, just call by mid-
late afternoon, give as much notice 
as possible and I will try my best”.

Does he plan to retire any time soon? 
He is definitely not ready to hang up 
the milk float keys, as there is “not a 
big enough shed in the back yard!”

Call Paul on:  
01246 861 087 or 07974 527 096

Iris Waring Fergus Patterson Maia Patterson
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Betty Hall: Betty used to farm in Bradbourne, the farm now run by 
Mark Allcock. Her husband died two years ago. 

My 80th birthday was in March, just a few days before the 
lockdown. We’d planned a family party on the 22nd March but had 
to cancel as we decided it just wasn’t safe. Some family members 
have health problems and there were school children as well. We 
just didn’t feel we could risk it. 

So what did you do on the day?
My son and daughter-in-law came over with three grandchildren 
and we all had a cup of tea and sat in the garden and had a talk. My 
daughter in law had baked a cake and it was cold and windy that 
day but it felt better in the garden. Just a talk and a piece of cake. 

How did you feel? 
It felt a bit sad but better to be safe. My daughter is a GP and so 
she couldn’t come. I haven’t seen her for weeks, and of course, 
that’s a worry. You just hope it’ll be ok. 

Will you have a celebration after the lockdown?  
I don’t know, maybe later in the year we can have a get together. 
People have been talking about everybody having a big party after 
it’s all over, but not I’m sure about that. We’ll just have to see. I’m 
not making a plan as nobody knows do they? 

Missed Celebrations

Liz Fargent: Liz is very active in the British Legion, the Over Sixties, 
the Tea and Toast and much more.

My 70th birthday was in March, just before the lockdown began. 
We’d planned a trip to Straford upon Avon for two or three days 
but obviously couldn’t go.

So what did you do on the day?
Well, the phone never stopped ringing and I had Happy Birthday 
sung down the phone. I had a delivery of beautiful flowers from 
dear friends and was so grateful for lots of wonderful cards I had 
from people, some of them hand made as folks couldn’t get to 
shops. I thought that was so kind. We went out in the garden and 
Bill bought me a lovely silver tray and fussed me all day. We had a 
delicious meal of steaks delivered from the Miners

How did you feel?
Well we couldn’t go on the trip but I thoroughly enjoyed everything 
and had a lovely day.

Will you have a celebration after the lockdown? 
We will go to Stratford eventually, we can re-book it up to 
December. But I’ve had my celebration and it all worked out fine. 

Missed Celebrations in Lockdown

Also missed: 
Penny Diamond, 50 in March;  
Trevor & Margaret Tayles’ 50th 
Wedding Anniversary in March; 

Archie Allcock, 70 in April;  
William (Bill) Carr, 70 in April;  
Alice Rose, first grandchild of  
Tim & Elaine Mather, born in April; 

Roy & Julie Kirkham’s 40th  
Wedding Anniversary in May;
Emily Etches, 40 in May;
Lots more … Congratulations All!
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When the Covid-19 crisis erupted my personal reaction 
was pure PANIC. Like so many, all I could do was 
imagine some kind of terrifying Armageddon with 
everything beyond my control. My fear was off the 
scale and my imagination left no room for proportion 
or calm. How were we to cope amidst this highly 
infectious, invisible and indiscriminate killer? The 
whole scenario felt surreal, like living in a dream. But 
it’s impossible for me to write about our challenges 
without reflecting on how truly lucky we are. Despite 
everything, family, friends and neighbours remain well 
and in good spirits and I pray this will continue.

I have lived in Brassington for a very short time 
but could not wish to be surrounded by a better 
community or a more beautiful place. The challenges 
are massive and far reaching! Sedge has been amazing 
throughout! His practical approach to problems, 
together with a big chunk of irony and humour, have 
kept up my spirits. It quickly became clear to us that 
our priority was to offer support to our immediate 
community and try to secure the survival of the pub. 

Our suppliers have been fantastic and have continued 
to bring us high quality produce, this we have been 
making up into food and veg boxes for those self 
isolating and offering an informal shop at the door 
service for those people who find themselves short of 
minor essentials. We have become adept at making 
our menu TAKEAWAY with two specials on offer 
on a Friday for those who like a change. Adam has 
been busy cooking and Sedge has gained an in-depth 
knowledge of the people and places of Brassington in 
his role as delivery boy. 

We have had a quiz and delivered Easter eggs to the 
village children with the help of a reluctant Easter 
bunny. VE Day was remembered with bunting and 
a ration book special 3 course meal. We have been 
overwhelmed by the support and encouragement 
shown to us. Financially times are hard, but like most 
people we have pared down our costs. We are being 
supported by Admiral Taverns, the pub company who 
are helping with the rent. Who knows when it will be 
safe enough for us to reopen? We believe that pubs 
are vital hubs of communities, and things may change 
in the way we operate, but hopefully we will still be a 
valued part of village life! 

These scary times are financially difficult for us and 
many others but on a good note the lockdown has 
meant we have met lots of new people who may have 
never looked in on the Miners Arms. We hope our 
new and old friends will continue to use the pub in 
the future. Thank you to everyone who is part of our 
past, present and future. Be happy and well. We are 
happy to try and provide you with anything, just give 
us a call and we’ll do our best! 540222. 

Best wishes Kate, Sedge and Adam. The Miners Arms

Lockdown and  
The Miners Arms

by Kate Harvey

Jigsaw Food Bank 
Thank you for all the ongoing generous donations to Jigsaw Food bank. Brassington is 
the biggest provider of donations in the Wirksworth team ministry. Please continue to 
make these donations to help those families in need in the local area from Bakewell to 
Wirksworth. You can drop off your donations at the Day residence, “Maldons” up on 
Hillside, which is opposite the entrance to the path up into the fields behind the village and 
if this is too much of a climb then maybe ask a neighbour or friend to drop your items off. 
Richard Day will drop them off at the collection point in Wirksworth as they accumulate. 
Tinned goods, dried foods, toiletries and even chocolates are all gratefully received. 
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St James’ Church
Letter from David Truby:

Our lives have become totally taken 
over by ‘the virus’. The news has very 
little else but the reporting of every 
aspect of the national emergency 
which is Covid-19. The ‘unseen 
enemy’ has had such a huge impact 
upon the economy and jobs that the 
security that people might once have 
had has vanished along with all those 
other aspects of our lives which were 
so familiar just a few weeks ago. 
Life has changed, and yet …

People still relate to each other, 
and we have been reminded of 
the value of the good neighbour in 
recent weeks. The grass still grows, 
and we have been reminded of the 
beauty of nature and the comparative 
stillness has allowed us to hear the 
birds or at least notice them because 

we have stopped rushing around. 
People still hunger. In some many 
ways, not just for food, though 
Jigsaw Foodbank, which has been 
so wonderfully supported by the 
people of Brassington, has increased 
the numbers of people it supports 
by 50% in recent weeks. People also 
need affirmation and assurance and 
encouragement; something which a 
good community can offer at a time 
of anxiety such as this. Business 
still happens. Some businesses are 
thriving despite the lock down and 
all of us are aware of the significance 
of local shops and those who work 
in them. The Church still prays, 
and though we have to close 
our buildings to comply with the 
restrictions, we meet on Zoom and 
by phone and through numerous 

other ways of demonstrating the 
compassion which is demanded of 
Christian disciples. Time still passes, 
and eventually the restrictions will be 
lifted and life will get back to ‘normal’ 
whatever that may be. Life will be 
hard for many people in the months 
and years to come, but the present 
pandemic may well have taught us 
some things about ourselves; lessons 
that we needed to learn. Let’s hope 
and pray that what we have learned 
and what we have gained will not be 
forgotten too soon.

With my prayers and best wishes

Canon David Truby (Team Rector, 
Wirksworth Team Ministry)

St James’ Church Clock –  
auto wind system now installed 

For nearly 130 years the clock in the Church tower 
has been wound every 7 days. This involves winding 
three 50 Kg weights through 15 metres to the top of 
the tower and certainly warms you up on a cold day. 
For the last 60 years this has been carried out by the 
Jeffery-Walker family. When Robert retired from this 
duty at the end of last year it was decided to fit an 
auto wind system to the clock. 

The clock is now automatically wound as necessary 
by three electrical auto wind systems, one for the 
timekeeping, one for the hour chimes and one for 
the quarter chimes.

The clock is not damaged in any way by fitting this 
system as all the components are bolt on. The original 
weights and wires were firstly removed from the clock 
drums then split sprockets were fitted to these drums. 
The winding units were then connected to the clock 
by a chain drive similar to a bike chain.

Apart from now being automatically wound the clock 
works in the same way as before and the next project 
is to improve the accuracy by adjusting the pendulum.

Colin Atkinson

Clock mechanism, showing the maker’s name:  
J. Smith & Sons, Midland Steam Clock Works, Derby.
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No Church Services until further notice

The Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting will 
now be held on Thursday 24th September 2020. This means that existing 
PCC members will remain in office until this years APCM has been held. 

Also the Church Opening Rota is on hold until further notice.  
Louise Oram, Secretary to the PCC 

Joining the Wirksworth Team Church Services  
on Zoom and by telephone:

Daily morning and evening prayer offers support both from praying 
together and having contact with each other. You can join us by using 
Zoom, the details of which are to be found below. 

Simply click on this link and follow instructions on your screen:  
https://zoom.us/j/2732241372 

For those without internet access they can join us using their landline and 
a few minutes before the service starts

1. Call 0208 0806591 

2. The recoded message will ask for a host or meeting number:  
Key in 2732241372# 

3. You are then asked another question.  
Key in # 

You will be asked to wait to be connected and once connected you will be 
able to hear and contribute. 

Reverend Rod Prince on Facebook

More recently our local Reverend Rod Prince, who is banned from taking 
services as all churches remain closed, has finally taken to Facebook and 
would welcome any friend requests from locals not already in touch. 
Please note, if anyone suffers a bereavement or for any reason needs to 
speak to Rod please call him on 540475 and he will get back to you as 
soon as he can because he still has a full time day job in Ashbourne. 

100 Club – May,  No: 28, Beryl Bigland

Local contacts for St James’ Church in Brassington:

Team Rector: Canon David Truby 822858

Assistant Curate: Revd Rod Prince 540475

Churchwarden: June Baldwin 540818

VE Day 2020 Thank You and 
well done to Penny Diamond 
for her singalong at 3pm and 
to Ray Gould for the Last Post 
at 6pm, for making VE Day 
so special. Hope everyone 
enjoyed their ‘stay at home’ 
front garden parties.

St James’ Church

Brassington School received 
a letter early in 2020 from the 
Department of Education with 
regards to their fantastic SATS 
results as they are in the top 1% 
of Primary Schools in the country.

Brassington Parish Council 
Facebook page is a private 
group for local members of 
the village community and 
surrounding areas. At present 
there is lots of discussion about 
the ongoing situation and some 
light-hearted posts too.
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Hello, my name is Rebekah 
Wilkinson. As a Critical Care 
nurse at Nottingham University 
Hospitals, I can admit that we 
have landed in a very strange and 
unprecedented time. But with the 
compliance and kindness of the 
public, this has significantly eased 
some of the worries of our Critical 
Care staff. In such unpredictable 
times, the generosity of the public 
has overwhelmed our patients and 
my colleagues. Patients have been 
able to facetime their families, and 
they have been donated personal 
hygiene products as well as other 
items, and these wonderful gestures 
have brought back a sense of 
normality to those we care for. 

At the beginning of the pandemic, 
major preparations were 
commencing within the hospitals. 
At both Queens Medical Centre 
and Nottingham City Hospital, 
many wards have converted into 
Covid-19 specific wards, and many 
elective surgical beds had been 
closed to enable nursing staff to 

be dispersed to Critical Care areas 
across both campuses, as well as a 
second intensive care unit created 
in theatres at QMC. Before the 
government announced lock down 
in the UK, staff morale felt to be 
at a low, and although we were all 
supporting one other, there was 
undeniably an environment of worry 
and the feeling of waiting for a 
tsunami to strike. 

As a nurse, it is important to 
keep information clear and 
understandable when updating 
relatives over the phone during 
these times, when they aren’t 
allowed to visit their loved ones. 
And although it is an easy task to 
update them, the difficult part is 
breaking bad news. Undertaking 
the task of breaking bad news to 
patients’ families is most utterly 
heart-breaking, and to have to do 
this over the phone is not what I 
ever thought my job would entail. 
It feels so impersonal, as these 
difficult scenarios would ideally be 
communicated face to face. 

During my third night shift recently, 
I was looking after a middle-aged 
patient who kept trying to reassure 
me, himself and his wife that he 
was fine. Over the period of the 
night I noticed that he was getting 
increasingly tired and that his oxygen 
levels were continuing to decrease. 
A knot formed in my stomach as 
I asked the Doctor to come and 
review him. There was no doubt in 
my mind that he was going to be 
intubated and placed on a ventilator 
to help his breathing. At 5 o’clock in 
the morning I had the task of ringing 
his wife with him to explain that he 
was going to be put to sleep, and as 
I sat back to allow him to speak to 
his wife, I could recall him saying his 
last goodbyes as part of him knew 
he wouldn’t recover from this, and 
unfortunately he did not. 

It makes me feel sad and 
disappointed that there are still 
individuals out there who are not 
abiding by the government rules 
on social distancing, and I feel that 
this is partly because they only see 

Our Nurses on the Front Line

Rebekah W
ilkinson

Nottingham City Hospital critical care nurses
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death rates highlighted on the news 
as numbers, and that they don’t 
understand that this virus affects 
people in many different ways. 
Please help to save lives by staying at 
home and saving your NHS, I cannot 
emphasise how important this is.

Many of my colleagues have moved 
out of their family home to come 
to work and fight against Covid-19. 
Many have temporarily moved into 
hotels and have left their children 
at home with their grandparents or 
the other parent. It is important to 
know that the NHS is doing their 
best at tackling this virus and rest 
assured we will beat this. 

The guidance on PPE is changing 
regularly whilst research and practice 

continues to develop. As you can 
see in the images, we started off 
by wearing full sleeve plastic aprons 
and now we have been informed 
to wear theatre gowns as they are 
longer and cover your entire back.

We have lost some of our NHS 
family to this virus and my heart 
breaks for their family and friends. 

I hope that their family are reassured 
that the NHS will never forget them 
and their courage. 

Although I have discussed 
significantly negative aspects of 
Covid-19 in our hospitals, there has 
been some positive news in the 
last few days that has uplifted our 
team’s spirits and has given us hope 
that all of our hard work is paying 
off. Nottingham University Hospitals 
have discharged 15 patients home 
from Intensive Care Units across the 
campuses. These patients were all 
ventilated for over 10 days and in 
hospital for up to and sometimes 
over a month. These incredible 
people have now recovered from 
Covid-19 and are able to be with 
their families again. 

Our Nurses on the Front Line

continued on next page

Hello, my name is Deborah 
Holmes and I have lived in 
Brassington all my life. I work as a 
nurse at The Royal Derby Hospital. 
With the arrival of the coronavirus, 
Covid-19, I was redeployed for a 
few weeks from my usual job as a 
cardiac rehab nurse to work on the 
MAU red assessment area. Patients 
who are suspected as having 
Covid-19 or have tested positive 
for Covid-19 are sent here from the 
Emergency Department.

The wearing of PPE is now part 
of the uniform, with guidelines to 
follow on how to correctly ‘don’ 
and ‘doff’ the PPE. The masks that I 
have to wear all shift can make you 
feel hot and claustrophobic at times. 
I am pleased though be able to do 
my bit to support patients who can 
be frightened and currently unable 

to be supported by family. 

The public support has been 
overwhelming and makes me very 
emotional, especially as I see it, I’m 
just doing my job. 

My mum (Janet Gould) has been 
busy sewing laundry bags for staff 
at the hospital and I’ve also been 
given knitted hearts from Beverley 
Bowyer (Barbara Paine’s daughter) 
to pass on to the Covid-19 wards. 
Also my neighbour Anna sent some 
delicious chocolate brownies.

The online auction run on the 
Brassington Parish Council Facebook 
site was just another wonderful 
example of the kind and generous 
nature of Brassington people 
making me proud of where I come 
from, thank you very much.

Rainbow over the Queen’s Medical Centre 
(Nottingham University Hospitals NHS Trust)
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12 Our Nurses on the Front Line

t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

Hello, my name is Dawn Smedley 
– I am a full time Community Nurse 
based at Hannage Brook Medical 
Centre, Wirksworth. My role is to 
provide nursing care in the patients’ 
homes for the housebound and 
vulnerable patients. 

In my role I do wound dressings, 
take blood, administer injections, 
catheter care, provide support, skin 
checks, order equipment, liaise 
with GPs, Occupational Therapists, 
Physiotherapists and other members 
of the multi-disciplinary team. This 
list is just a few of the many roles 
I undertake.

I specialise in the team to provide 
End of Life Care. I support the 
patient and their family through very 
difficult times, ensuring that they 
have their wishes to die at home 
in a dignified manner providing 
pain relief, support, equipment and 
resources to ensure their last days 
are comfortable. It can be extremely 
draining but very rewarding as the 
patients and family become my 
extended family. You need to have 
good communication and listening 
skills as a Community Nurse, families 
invite you into their homes and gain 
your trust. I also work alongside the 
GPs and Palliative team at the Royal 
Derby Hospital.

During the Covid-19 pandemic, 
Community Nursing has been 
challenging, we have had to change 
the way we practice. We have to 
contact each patient prior to each 
visit and ask screening questions 
over the phone, such as – have 
you got a persistent cough, or 
high temperature etc.? PPE is worn 
prior to entering the house, usually 
applying this in our car which you 
can understand is difficult in a small 
space or from a boot of the car, and 
this consists of apron, mask, gloves 
and eye protection if the patient is 
Covid-19 positive. It makes it very 

difficult for the elderly who are hard 
of hearing as they cannot see to lip 
read what we are saying. Our hands 
are becoming sore from washing 
and using lots of hand gel. Our faces 
are also marked from the masks. 

We may not be in a hospital 
environment and sometimes we 
feel forgotten. We are working 
on the frontline in a close contact 
environment, trying our best to 
protect the elderly and vulnerable to 
be safe, as well as trying to protect 
ourselves and others. I also ensure 
my patients have enough food and 
medication and pass messages on 
to their family or carers. We are 
sometimes the only person the 
patient may see throughout the day 
and our visits have to be shortened 
now, and social distancing observed 
as much as possible. It can be 
very lonely, but we have good 
support from our practice and we 
all work together as a team even 
though we have some staff that 
are off due to them having to 
self-isolate and work from home. 

I enjoy my role as a community 
nurse and feel I am giving 
something back to the community, 
and hopefully brightening up 
their day where possible.

Just wanted to say a huge Thankyou to everyone who has ordered face masks from me. I have made more 
than 150 and in turn raised over £320 for the children’s charity that I support. This has however meant that 
I have been very busy, completely run out of elastic (apparently there is a national shortage) and have used 
up all my spare fabric … thanks so much, Hannah Waring

continued from previous page
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13Isolation during Covid-19

Barbara Paine, who has lived in Brassington 
all her 87 years, informs us how the Coronavirus 
pandemic has impacted her life in isolation.

“It does not seem like seven weeks since lockdown. 
I have done lots of jobs inside the house to keep me 
busy, some days I have felt ‘low’ but I get over that 
and think how lucky I am to be healthy. I have a lot of 
good neighbours and friends in the village, one has 
sent me Sunday dinner and another sent lunches for 
me. I get telephone calls daily from friends and family 
checking that I am okay, and we have a nice chat. 
During the Easter holidays and on warm sunny days, 
I have sat outside and chattered at a safe distance 
to passers-by. I do go a short walk but not every 
day and I like to spend time crocheting too. Social 
distancing has been the biggest change, I stay away 
from friends and relatives and don’t encourage them 
to visit me either, though it would be nice to see my 
great grandchildren. I do miss watching them grow. 
I no longer go out shopping on Saturdays with my 
daughter Beverley, who now brings the shopping 
for me. I miss our Sunday Church services, Tea and 
Toast gatherings, Knit and Natter on Mondays, Over 
60’s outings and Wellspring Dementia meetings. I 
am happy to stay as connected as possible via emails, 
photographs from family, video chats via Facetime and 
news from Facebook (when I can do it).

Do I feel bored, or do I feel like going out or to call 
on my friends? No, it would be irresponsible of me 
to venture far. I don’t know how good my immunity 
is, but I am not taking any chances. I wash my hands 
frequently, eat well and sleep well. We all have to 
‘do our bit’ to keep this virus away. We owe that to 
ourselves, our families, friends and the public. 

“Grab every chance to SMILE at others, even if it 
feels hard”

Doreen Harris – also in her eighties

“The worst thing about this situation is not being able 
to go out on a bus or in a car. I miss outings, tea and 
cake in a café. It is very hard to go from 7.00 in the 
morning to 10.00 o’clock at night on my own. The 
best thing has been the lovely weather, time outside 
in the garden and going for a walk. People have been 
kind, my neighbour Ann gets my shopping and my 
family have visited bringing food supplies. It’s good 
to see them but they have to talk to me through the 
window which is strange.”

Isolation during Covid-19



14 The Virus and Us – by Caroline Prince

As LOCKDOWN started from Sunday 22nd March, the 
churches were closed, no Mothering Sunday services 
were held and “Zoom” Church Services became the 
new normal for some. Rod’s day job is “International 
& Pet Business Director” for Trouw Nutrition GB based 
in Ashbourne. He’s been with the same company 
for over 33 years. He thought the prevarications over 
BREXIT were stressful and frustrating but these have 
proved to be minor compared to COVID-19. Just 2 of 
his team of 8 remain working in the office ensuring 
that our pets at home are fed and happy. 

Son Olly arrived home unexpectedly from his final 
year studies at Newcastle University as a surprise for 
Mothering Sunday and has been grounded ever since, 
his graduation, due to take place on 8th July, has been 
postponed. His 2 part time holiday jobs at the Gate 
and New Leaf Catering at Carsington Water – both 
ceased to exist. His dad, always keen to keep Olly busy 
suggested part time shift work on the production 
line in the factory at Trouw Nutrition. Real work 
commenced for Olly at 6am on Tuesday 31st March, 
8 hours of stitching and stacking sacks. Physical, 
repetitive and exhausting. 

Oh, I forgot to mention that due to a bit of 
aquaplaning along a back road into Kirk Ireton 
a couple of years ago from which my car never 
recovered his car insurance is now sky high so 
“mugsy” (alias Mum) agreed to drive him in. Now 2 of 
us were up at 5am. The upside were terrific sunrises I 
saw on my way back to Brassington. Then there was 

Olly’s haircut with borrowed clippers – fine at the front 
if a little jagged at the back. 

My 2 part time jobs continue from home and with 
the extra hours in my day from the early morning 
starts I have been decluttering the house and having a 
general sort out. 

Rod was disappointed not to be able to celebrate 
his first Easter Eucharist as a “priest” in the church, 
but thankfully today, (12th May) Bishop Libby 
has announced that the clergy and their spouses 
are allowed back in to their churches across the 
Diocese for private prayer and to stream services. 

Tonight when he returns from another 10 hour day 
in the office he will happily head up to Brassington 
Church to toll the bell long and loud for all to hear. 

Whether we will ever return to normality 
nobody knows but we will never forget 
these weeks of lockdown.

The Virus and Us: 
Rod, Caroline and Olly Princeby Caroline Prince

What do I miss

It’s not the going out so much 
That I seem to miss 

It’s not the sound of “I love you Nana”
We can always Skype for this

It’s not bad being lonely
As I know that I am loved 

It’s that special show of affection
From my Grandkids best ever hugs

Angie Woolley



15In My Opinion – by Hugh Jones 

Whilst I am originally from the 
South and believe that London is 
the world’s greatest city, I have 
called Brassington home for over a 
decade. I am grateful that during 
the Covid-19 crisis my home is in 
rural Derbyshire rather than the 
(now not so bustling) streets of 
our capital city. I appreciate how 
fortunate I am to live in Brassington, 
with its sense of community. It has 
been heartwarming to witness that 
community develop even further 
during these weird times.

As I look out from this wonderful 
island of Derbyshire as it nestles 
amongst the lush fields of England’s 
green and pleasant land, it feels as if 
Covid-19 is happening somewhere 
else. This feeling of removal from the 
ills of the world, whilst comforting, 
is not, in my opinion, beneficial. 
Isolation does not guarantee 
protection. It is only natural when 
we are confronted by something 
we don’t understand, something 
we can’t see, something we fear, to 

become defensive; to get the wagons 
in a circle in order to defend ourselves 
from an attack. It shows a collective, 
supportive and caring community. 
But can it also show an insular, a 
sceptical and timid community? 

As I have said, I have only been here 
ten years so I do consider myself 
to be an immigrant to these parts: 
a status that was confirmed by my 
reaction to how this community 
reacted to the threat of Covid-19. 
There was a time when there 
appeared to be a clamour to have 
Brassington in complete isolation. 
It’s going to be those “outsiders” 
who bring the virus, those tourists, 
those lycra-clad cyclists, those 

holiday cottage users; they’re the 
ones who will bring the virus to 
Brassington. They must not be 
allowed in. I understand that just 
by being in Brassington those 
“outsiders” increase the potential 
risk, but even if no-one came the 
risk would still be present. Is it not 
how you approach the risk that’s 
important rather than the risk itself?

We are fearful of the virus, but 
as a community we may also 
be fearful of the “outsider”. 
During these strange times 
would we offer the same level of 
understanding, compassion, be a 
good Samaritan, if an “outsider” 
was in trouble as I’m confident 
we would to “one of our own”?

There is a growing polarisation 
throughout the world, not just with 
Brassington folk vs the “outsider.” 
Leave vs remain, left vs right, rich vs 
poor, Christianity vs Islam, etc. All 
of which results in a decline in our 
understanding of what it means to 
be human as we fall back into smaller 
tribes based purely on association. 
However, for any community to 
flourish it must be prepared to reach 
out. Whether we like it or not, we 
are all part of a society, a community 
that is much bigger than Brassington. 
We all like the benefits of a global 
economy: the latest i-phone, the 
cheapest t-shirt. During any crisis, 
it is not how a society falls that is 
important, but how it lands. As 
we land let us keep Brassington 
strong and community-focused but 
remember that our community goes 
far beyond the parish boundaries. 
Covid-19 reminds us we are part of 
something global and our reaction to 
it will determine the role we will play 
within that global community.

In My Opinion …
by Hugh Jones

How Lucky are we

How lucky are we that we live where we do?
Every house in the village has a magical view
We live amongst Limestone it has to be said

The hills are still rugged from the mining of Lead
The people round here are strong and they’re tough

They won’t be beaten by this virus with a cough 
How lucky are we that we know who we do 

The offers of help to me and to you 
The kindness of strangers we’ve not met before 

The ones that bring shopping and needs to our door
How Lucky are we for this time that we share 

With the good folk of Brasson they support and they care
The compassion and commitment shines brightly through

How lucky are we that we live where we do?

Angie Woolley



16 Lambing under Lockdown – by Andrew Peace

Pulling them out is the easy bit. The hardest parts 
of lambing are keeping track of the new lambs and 
their mothers, and adopting orphan (or cade) lambs 
onto ewes with excess milk. I was lucky enough to 
spend part of April helping Tim and Elaine Mather 
lamb 650 ewes on Peter Oldfield’s Owslow Farm 
overlooking Carsington Water. Although the Covid-19 
crisis did not have a direct impact it hardly made 
lambing easier this year. 

Tim and Elaine lamb the first-time mothers (shearlings) 
inside while more experienced sheep give birth outside. 
People worry about new-born lambs being exposed to 
the elements, but as ruminants sheep generate body 
heat through fermenting their food (fleeces insulate 
rather than warm a sheep). Virtually whatever the 
weather, if a lamb is feeding it is fine. I’m consistently 
amazed at Tim and Elaine’s total recall of individual 

ewes and lambs (they all look the same to me). Most 
impressive however is how they adopt new lambs.

Adoption is the black art of lambing. Many gruesome 
methods have been used over the years, from dressing 
new lambs with the skin of dead ones, to confining 
ewes with only their teats exposed. A reliable method, 
as demonstrated by Tim and Elaine, is ‘simply’ to match 
suitable lambs and ewes. (don’t try this at home). To 
end up with just eight cades is not bad at all out of a 
bumper crop of way more than 1,000 lambs this year.

Adoption is always a major priority with commercial 
flocks – cade lambs are expensive to feed – but it 
became crucially important this year with a sudden 
shortage of milk powder caused by the crisis.

Happily new milk powder supplies were found, but 
not before alternatives were also investigated. I now 
feed my own cade lambs on fresh raw cow’s milk 
courtesy of Mark Allcock at Sandhurst Farm. Not only 
do our two cades guzzle it down but they take it cold 
too. It is more expensive than milk powder – we pay 
£1 per litre – but the rich, thick and very creamy raw 
cow’s milk is much less hassle than powder. And it 
stores beautifully in the wine fridge too. 

However, aside from the crash in lamb prices just as 
lockdown started – and the constant threat of a team 
member becoming ill – the worst effect of Covid-19 
was that, with all the pubs closed, there was nowhere 
to celebrate when lambing was finally all over.

Lambing under Lockdown
by Andrew Peace
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What’s On & Events
Regular Events:
Due to the Covid-19 pandemic there are no Regular Events until further notice.

Future Diary Dates – 2020
Sun 26 July  Wakes Week starts, 6.30pm Open Air Service from the Church steps
Sat 1 August Carnival Day
Sun 6 September Annual Village Cricket Match on the Rec in the afternoon
Sat 12 & Sun 13 September Brassington Open Gardens from 11.00am to 5.00pm 

Further details please contact the PCC Secretary, Louise Oram on 
LouOram@aol.com or on 540597.

Thu 24 September Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parochial Church Meeting 
Sun 4 October Antiques Fair in Brassington Village Hall – 10.00am to 4.00pm
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What’s On & Events

Brassington Remembers 
Covid-19 
by Hugh Jones

This Covid-19 lockdown is a 
strange experience for all of us. 
It has been described as a ‘once 
in a generation experience’ and 
as such we think it would be 
wonderful if we could capture 
the mood of village residents 
for future generations to 
experience our experiences.

We would like you to share with 
the village and, hopefully, beyond 
your experiences of this lockdown. 
You can give us a word, an 
essay, a poem, a photograph, a 
hand-drawn picture, an object or a 
simple thought. Just let it represent 
how you are feeling about being 
locked-down. It could be from 
the youngest resident or from 
the eldest. We will then format 
everything to tell the story of 
Brassington during lockdown. 

So how did you feel when you 
first heard about a possible 
pandemic? How did you feel when 

the country went into lockdown? 
How do you feel now? What have 
you been doing? What have been 
the happy times with your family? 
What have been the sad times? 
Have you struggled with your 
moral conscience as you dreamt of 
having a pint in The Miners? Have 
you over-stepped the mark in the 
supermarket and not observed the 
2 metre rule? 

How have you been 
communicating with loved ones 
who are not in the village? 
What shape do you think your 
community will be in once the 
lockdown is lifted? Will you be 
doing anything different once 
out of lockdown? And, hopefully, 
many more thoughts and reactions 
to the experience of lockdown.

The idea is then to have our story 
on the village website and maybe, 
even in book form. You don’t have 
to put your name to it, you can 
hand something in anonymously 
just post through a letterbox. This 
way you can be totally honest with 
your thoughts.

If you want to participate before 
the lockdown is over, please pass 
your contribution to myself up on 
Hillside, Sue Genders on Town 
Street or Caroline Prince on Red 
Lion Hill – though please remember 
and respect social distancing 
guidelines. 

For any community to move 
forward it has to understand and 
learn from the experiences of 
previous generations. This could be 
one of the ways we move forward. 
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YE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed lunchtime except Bank Holidays but open for evening meals
Tuesday – Thursday – Lunchtime 12.00 noon – 3.00pm

Monday – Thursday – Evenings 5.00pm – 11.00pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12.00 noon – 11.00pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943

Pilates with Louise
Pilates classes with Louise are taking a break,  

however she is hoping to offer one-to one 
classes via the magic of the internet. 

For more details please contact 

Louise Patterson  
Body Control Pilates® Qualified Instructor 

Tel: 01629 540498 / 07973 824884 

www.lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk fb/lppilatesderbyshire

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970 Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

COMMUNITY FUND

Support by

Making a difference
together

Contact Details for  
Sarah Dines MP

Member of Parliament for Derbyshire Dales

Tel: 01629 57205
Email: dinesforderbyshiredales@gmail.com

Post: House of Commons, London SW1A 0AA

www.brassongritstone.com

HAND KNITTING WOOL FROM  
BRASSINGTON
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Old Farmhouse Furniture

BesPoKe KitChens
BesPoKe Bedrooms
BesPoKe Furniture

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

for business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 

Oliver Beresford

Builder 
& Plasterer

07713 049 493 /  
01629 540 332
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Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting topic, 
provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion 
in July’s Parish Newsletter is 
Monday 15th June 2020.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in the 
September Brasson Banter is 
Saturday 1st August 2020.

Send to: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or drop off at Vine Cottage, 
Town Street.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924 
Hayley Wilkinson 541903

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just want 
tell us what you think, email 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or give 
us a call. No experience necessary

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like  
to thank our sponsors:

Hoben International Ltd 
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd,  
Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd,  
Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd 

Useful Contacts

We have (gratefully) received so many contributions to this issue that we have no space left for the Useful Contacts 
list. See below for any changes and please refer to previous issues of the Banter or the Parish Newsletter for the 
full list. Normal service will be resumed in the September issue!

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 07968 670 795 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Newspapers Peter Kay – MSR News 540548 petekay48@icloud.com

PTA (FOBS) Sarah Williams 07803 123 931

Community Shop Project

Sedge, Kate, Michelle and Rob would like to gauge interest in forming 
a committee to investigate the feasibility of creating a ‘Not for Profit’ 
Community Shop.

Even before the Lockdown it was clear that a small shop would be of 
great use within the village for buying essentials.

This would be completely set up and run by volunteers, either on the 
committee and/or by manning the shop

Please let us know if you are interested in any capacity and we will 
coordinate a meeting:

Sedge & Kate 540222 afrogforever@msn.com

Michelle & Rob 540737 Walshmichelle5@aol.com


