
We put the December issue 
together in mid-November when 
the Autumn leaves are still golden 
and beautiful. But by the time you 
read this they will be almost gone, 
blown away by the wind, swept up 
by many of us, just an odd leaf or 
two clinging to bare black branches.

But already this winter has thrown 
some wild weather at us. The heavy 
and persistent rain has turned some 
roads to rivers, including our very 
own Brassington dip at the bottom 
of Wester Lane. 

So as the nights draw in, we wait 
in anticipation for the real winter to 
come. But whatever the weather, 
Brassington people will, as always, 
offer their neighbours help and 
support wherever it’s needed. And 
whatever the season, Brassington 
and the countryside around us 
remains as lovely as ever.
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St James’ Church

St James’ Church

Brassington Church Services in December Flowers Sidesmen

Sunday 1st 9.30am Eucharist Rod Prince Ann Barry Barbara Paine

Sunday 8th 9.30am Morning Worship Peter Lewis No Flowers Ann Barry

Sunday 15th 9.30am Eucharist David Truby Sue Scott Don Scott

Friday 20th 7.30pm Candlelit Carols David Truby & 
Rod Prince

No Flowers Barbara Paine

Sunday 22nd NO SERVICE

Christmas Eve 6.00pm Family Crib Service Rod Prince

Christmas Eve 11.30pm Midnight Mass Rod Prince

Christmas Day 9.30am Christmas Communion David Truby Brian Barry

Sunday 29th NO SERVICE

Sunday 5th Jan 9.30am Eucharist David Truby June Baldwin Chris Sheppard

Team Services at St Mary’s Church, Wirksworth

Sunday 29th 10.00am Team Eucharist 

Sunday 5th Jan 6.00pm Epiphany Carols
100 Club November 
No: 66 – David & Claire Henderson

How is Your Manger?

The baby Jesus, our Saviour, was 
born in a crude building that reeked 
of animal dung and was placed 
in a cruel manger. His welcoming 
committee consisted of donkeys 
and oxen and dirt-poor shepherds. 
There was nothing delicate about 
the surroundings into which our 
Saviour was born. The greatest Love 
in history appeared to us amidst 
the dirty oxen of a lowly stable. He 
appeared amidst the scandal of an 
expectant, yet unmarried couple. He 
knows what hurts us. Jesus reveals a 
God who is not indifferent to human 
agony, a God who reached out to 
touch us, a God who fully embraces 
the human condition, and plunges 
into the thick of our human struggle.

In our society today, we guard 
ourselves to make sure that no one 
discovers our weaknesses. We feel 
that we must carry around our 
failures and burdens in a brown 

paper bag whose contents are not 
visible to the rest of the world. Jesus 
asks us to lay our burdens down.

Jesus is waiting to be born in your 
manger. Jesus came to this earth to 
deal with our “messy” problems. 
He loves to touch our lives. He 
knows our weaknesses, but Jesus 
works most powerfully through 
our shortcomings. God loves to 
work in the difficult and unpleasant 
situations of our lives. If we let Him 

live long enough in the manger 
of our life, amidst the oxen of our 
burdens, we will be changed.

My prayer for us all this Christmas 
is that we may remember Jesus – 
that pearl of great price wrapped in 
cloths and lying in a manger.

With my very best wishes for a happy 
Christmas and blessed New Year.

David Truby (Team Rector)

After acting as St James 
Brassington Clock Winder for over 
30 years, Robert Jeffery-Walker 
has sadly decided to step 
down on completing his final 
‘wind’ on 27.10.19. The PCC 
St James Brassington would 
like to thank him for his 
consistent work and wish him 
all the best for the future.
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St James Brassington PCC would like 
to thank all of those who formed 
the key roster during the summer 
months, enabling the Church to be 
opened during daylight hours to 
both visitors and residents during 
this period. The comments below 
from the visitor’s book reflect how 
appreciated this activity is:

‘Thank you for being open’, 
‘Lovely to find the church open’ and 
‘Open door policy appreciated’.

There was a high turnout for the 
combined Remembrance and 
Memorial Service in the church 
on Sunday 10 November with 
over 50 people coming forward 
to light candles in memory of 
their loved ones. Thank you to 
all who supported and attended, 
with special thanks to the RBL for 
the lovely refreshments served 
afterwards in the HQ.

Church Fabrication

As a result of the receipt of the recent 
bequest made to St James, the terms 
of which is that it be spent on the 
maintenance and repair of the fabric 
of the church, the PCC are pleased 
to report that the following work 
has now been completed during the 
period of June - September 2019.

Work carried out since June 2019

• Remedial work as identified in 
Jan 2019 Electrical inspection 
completed

• Vestry door and lock into Church 
repaired

• Low level lighting in the Nave, 
Chancel, North and South Aisles 
resulting from only 5 of the 17 
floodlights actually working have 
now been changed to LED. This 
has had the effect of reducing 
the electrical consumption by 
8kw (enough energy to run a 
quality electrical shower for the 
duration of a service).

• Key safe fitted in Vestry for 
register safe keys.

• Heaters in the altar area have 
been stripped and thoroughly 
cleaned and new filters fitted.

Future planned work

• Entrance porch slabs to be 
improved.

• Church clock winding to be 
automated.

• Heating in Main Body to be 
cleaned to improve efficiency.

• Vegetation between north wall 
of church and retaining wall to 
be cleared

ST JAMES CHURCH, BRASSINGTON – GIFT DAY
Saturday 7th December 2019 from 11am to 3pm

St James’ Church invites you to their Annual GIFT DAY on Saturday 7th December 2019
The Church will be open to visitors from 11am to 3pm for you to look around, light a candle in memory  

of a loved one, or sit quietly and listen to the variety of music from our talented carol singers.

The following activities will be available
• St James’ Singers led by David Henderson will perform a selection of Advent and Christmas Carols and 

Part-Songs at lunch time
• Christmas table decorations will be available for sale

• Discover more about the art of bell ringing, maybe try your hand up in the bell tower
• Christmas Crafts for children

• Tour of the Church with Rod (approx 2pm start)

Light refreshments will be available throughout the day,  
with homemade soup served 12noon to 2pm.  

Warmed mince pies served with tea and coffee throughout the day

St James’ Church
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Regular events:
Mon 5pm - 7pm Fish & Chip van parks in the Miner’s Arms Car Park where Mick the driver 

cooks all orders fresh. You are welcome to eat your meal in the pub along 
with a drink from the bar. Cash only please.

Mon 5.45pm - 7.15pm Brownies meet in the Village Hall
Mon 7.30pm - 9pm Guides meet in the Village Hall
Tue 9.30am - 11.30am NatWest Bank Van at Memorial Hall, Wirksworth
Wed 7.30pm - 8.30pm Brassington FC Winter training on the large astro
Wed 8.30pm Quiz Night at Ye Olde Gate Inne
Thu 10.30am - 12noon Tea & Toast in the Royal British Legion
Thu 6.45pm - 7.45pm Pilates with Louise in Village Hall 

Diary Dates for December
Tue 3rd 7pm Parish Council meeting in the Village Hall
Tue 3rd 12noon Overs 60’s Christmas Lunch at The Black Horse, Hulland Ward
Wed 4th 7.30pm - 9pm Christmas Bingo in the RBL
Sat 7th 11am-3pm Gift Day in Church, activities, homemade refreshments, carol singers
Wed 11th 2pm & 6pm KS1 School Nativity in St James Church
Thu 12th 12noon - 2pm Tea & Toast Christmas Celebration in the RBL, all are welcome to attend
Fri 13th 2.30pm Mobile library van outside school by the play park
Thu 19th 6pm Carol Singing around  the Christmas tree at Ye Olde Gate Inne 
Fri 20th  Christmas jumper day, Christmas party, 

bauble race & end of term at School
Fri 20th 7.30pm Candlelit Carol Service in the church
Fri 20th  Brassington Pre-School end of term
Tue 24th 6pm Crib Service in the church
Tue 24th 11.30pm Midnight Mass in the church
Wed 25th 9.30am Christmas Day Communion in the church
Sunday 29 7.00pm Carnival Fund Raising Quiz at the Miners Arms 

– £1.50 per person – teams of four

Future Diary Dates – 2020
Mon 6th January 8:55am Spring Term starts for Brassington Pre-School
Mon 6th January  INSET day for Brassington School
Tue 7th January 8:50am Spring Term restarts for Brassington Primary School 
Fri 14th February  Brassington Primary School and the Pre-School end of half-term 
Mon 24th February  Term re-starts for Brassington Primary School and Pre-School
Sat 13th - Sun 14th June  Brassington Open Gardens – further details soon!
Sat 1st August  Brassington Carnival Day

Christmas waste collections will be on  
Sat 21 December & Thu 2 January 2020.

Garden Waste collections suspended from  
Sat 21 December to Sat 4 January inclusive.

Recycle your real Christmas tree – place at the 
edge of your property on your green/recycling day 
between Mon 6 January & Fri 31 February 2020. 
Trees no longer than 5ft.

What’s On & Events
What’s On & Events

BRASSINGTON CARNIVAL COMMITTEE
FUND RAISING QUIZ NIGHT

AT THE MINERS ARMS
ON SUNDAY 29TH DECEMBER 2019

AT 7.00 PM
£1.50 PER PERSON

WITH UP TO FOUR IN A TEAM
RAFFLE PRIZES WELCOME
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The whirring of the winch engine 
gradually fades away, replaced 
by the sound of dripping water 
echoing in the ginged (stone-lined) 
shaft, punctuated with intermittent 
scraping as you brush past the sides. 
The walls turn to solid limestone 
and become covered in different-
coloured flowstone as you continue 
to descend. The light from your 
caplamp slides down the walls as 
you go. After what seems like an 
age, the chair slows as you near the 
bottom, and comes to a gentle(ish) 
stop. You unclip your cows’ tails, 
slide off the seat (a piece of old 
conveyor belt) and extricate yourself 
from the steel cables which suspend 
it from the main winch cable.

You are in a worked-out chamber, 
about 70 feet across, 360 feet 
below the surface, underneath 
Sibelco on Manystones Lane; this is 
Golconda Mine. Originally mined for 
galena (lead ore), probably from the 
eighteenth century, until its closure in 
1913. Re-opening in 1915/16 by the 
Hopton Mining Company to extract 
baryte, it was last worked in 1953.

Not far from the shaft-bottom lie 
two pumps a few yards apart: one 
pre-war and one probably 1950s. 
Rusted cogs, rods, and oil cans 
have lain untouched for decades. 
Brass contacts on old switchgear 
still gleam. On the wall above, 
numerous initials are marked in soot 
or pencil, including many former 
Brassington residents.

Heading back, the way carries 
on past the level leading to the 
shaft-bottom; the intention is 
to work our way along shallow 
inclines, through boulder collapses, 
and up short winzes (underground 
shafts) to reach the ‘Big Shack’; 
an enormous cavern, so named by 
‘T’Owd Man’, but that story is for 
another day…

Under the Moor: 
 Golconda Mine

Graffiti photos copyright Ant Botham

Photo courtesy of Sally Allsop

Under the Moor: Golconda Mine – by Richard Finnegan

by Richard Finnegan

dedicated to the memory of Peter Allsop
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The Gables is the latest name of the white house in 
West End. The house began in the 17th century as a 
cottage. Before this it was known as ‘The Tinderbox’ 
when it was a pub in Victorian times. The Tinderbox 
was one of a number of pubs, and there is evidence 
of stone steps going down the outside of the house 
with a ring inset to lower barrels down into the cellar. 
There is a vaulted cellar under the hall with a stone 
bench for curing sides of bacon. In Victorian times 
a wrap-around brick extension was added giving 
2 stories to the 3 stories in the rest of the house. 
This added a kitchen, and a large bedroom, with a 
pantry and storage room, and a separate staircase.

The house has also had another life as a shop, known 
as the Co-op, still evident from the blocked-up door 
onto the street. The holiday house opposite is known 
as the Co-op store, presumably used for storage.

There were 4 of us when we moved in 40 years ago. 
We brought it back into use as a family home, as it 
had been owned by a vicar who let it out as a holiday 
home, everything painted in 70’s lime green and purple 
with decorative patterns on ceilings and walls, which 
must have taken a long time to do. There was a small 
30’s fireplace in the dining room. Dad was sure there 
was something else, so started to take it out… then 
kept going. There was nothing there. He kept going 
until he found a large inglenook fireplace, which you 
could stand in and see all the way up the chimney!

The house has 2 gables and 2 chimneys. It has 
5 bedrooms, a dining kitchen, a dining room, utility 
room, workshop, and an attached animal byre and 

feed store, with outside stone steps and a hidden 
courtyard and door. There is still a stone manger inside. 
When the roof was replaced a couple of years ago, it 
hadn’t been done for well over a hundred years, and 
there were some beams that were tree trunks, and a 
mixture of slates of all sizes. The house is a U-shape 
with a sheltered garden, and the long garden has a 
small stone loo at the end, and the soil is very rich, as 
there were pigsties at the bottom of the garden. Dad 
planted trees to complement the large yew tree in the 
garden, and we had over 50 at one time. The garden 
has a lovely courtyard and a large stone water tank.

There is only me living here now, so sadly we’re going to 
sell, giving another family a chance to enjoy it as we did.

Old Brassington Houses: The Gables, West End – by Wendy Slater

t:01629 540894 
t:01158 220311
www.mightymixltd.com
mightymixltd@yahoo.co.uk

Road Barriers

•
  Widths .5 / 1.0 / 1.2 / 1.5 mtr. other widths to
   order thickness of 100mm, 150mm, 180mm 

   1500 length x 750 width x 400 height
We are happy to give you advice on suitability and design 
issues concerning our products and would be happy to visit 
your site if you require help with measuring etc

The Gables
by Wendy Slater



7Contact the Parish Council: brassingtonclerk@googlemail.com Parish Council

Christmas is a wonderful time for 
reflection, for looking back on 
the past year, whilst New Year is 
a wonderful time to look forward 
to the future. Believe it or not, 
maintaining the past whilst building 
for the future is the raison d’être of 
Brassington Parish Council. All of 
us are so aware of the tradition of 
Brassington, the Brasson Heritage 
if you like, but we also have to be 
mindful of the future. We need to 
plan to allow future generations of 
Brassington the opportunity to enjoy 
and benefit from living in this village. 
Two recent projects exemplify this 
approach by the Parish Council.

In the New Year you will see a 
traditional village pump installed on 
Well Street, just down from Ye Olde 
Gate Inne. This first pump (there will 
be a second by the Village Green) is 
a symbol of our past. Our tradition. 
The drawing of water is one of 
the greatest needs to ensuring life. 
Around water pumps in the past 
another great need for village life 
would have been achieved: human 
interaction through conversation 

and gossip. Hopefully by the Spring 
of the New Year the second pump 
will have been installed on the 
Village Green, and the Parish Council 
is interested in ideas to see how 
we can make this one a focal point 
for the village. A gathering place. A 
place for laughter. A place for village 
life. So, if you have ideas on what 
else you would like to see on the 
Village Green, please let us know.

And so, to the future, and using the 
words of Mignon McLaughlin to 
highlight the wonderful play area 
Brassington now has: “Only where 
children gather is there any real 
chance of fun.” Over the years a lot of 
hard work has gone in to creating the 
play area. Over the last few months a 
new climbing wall has been installed, 
a new tunnel has been installed and 
the grand centre piece has recently 
been completed. The children are our 
future and their play area ensures that 
Brassington has a real chance of fun 
well into the future.

The Brassington Parish Council 
would like to take this opportunity 
to wish every member of our 
community a Happy Christmas and 
a wonderful Near Year.

Parish Council Report
Brassington Parish Council meets on the first Tuesday of every month at 
the Village Hall at 7.00pm. If you want to have a say in what happens in 
your village, come along and participate.

CITIZENS ADVICE 

Did you know that the Citizens Advice is 80 years 
old this year? It was set up to offer members of 
the public advice to help them with their problems 
in the event of the outbreak of war. The first 200 
bureaux opened on 4 September 1939, four days 
after World War II started.

It is still going strong today with a network of 
316 independent charities throughout the United 
Kingdom that give free, confidential information and 
advice to assist people with money, legal, consumer 
and other problems, and much more. 

How to Access Support:

Town Hall, Bank Road, Matlock DE4 3NN 
Drop in Sessions & Appointments:  
Monday – Friday 10:00 – 14:00  

Telephone advice on 0300 456 8390:  
Monday – Friday 09:00 – 16:00 

Hannage Brook Medical Centre by Appointment:  
call 01629 823721 Thursday mornings and afternoons

http://www.ddcab.org.uk/
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Pat was the daughter of William Titterton and Ida 
Mary Brindley and born in July 1944. She lived with 
her parents Ida and Bill at The Birches, Dale End, who 
owned and ran the local village shop on Church Street.

Pat started her education at Brassington Primary School, 
and after passing her 11+ exam attended the Anthony 
Gell Grammar School in Wirksworth. Pat was an avid 
reader and excelled in English Literature, Art and Sport, 
especially hockey (and a dedicated fearsome member 
of the school hockey team), tennis and rounders. After 
leaving school, Pat became an apprentice florist in 
Matlock along with helping her dad in the shop.

In May 1964, Pat married Charles Horrocks, (another 
Brassingtonian, who she had known from the village 
since childhood) at St James Church in Brassington. 
Pat and Charles continued to live in Brassington all 
their married life, which lasted a fantastic 54 years, 
and they had three daughters – Sadie, Elizabeth and 
Louise, and nine grandchildren.

Following her marriage to Charles, then an apprentice at 
Rolls Royce, and Pat still working at the florist and helping 
in the village shop, she managed to purchase (with a little 
help from dad) her first horse RIPPLE, a Connemara X TB, 
and bred some lovely foals from Ripple.

Pat and Charles moved to The George on Church 
Street, which adjoined the village shop. Pat eventually 
took over running the village shop when it became too 
much for dad to manage, and she had fond memories 
of delivering groceries in her old Austin Cambridge to 
the outlying farms – to the Frosts at Wallands Farm 
and the Watsons at Kennel Meadows, and the fun and 
laughter shared with all the customers.

Pat was a true organiser and, and along with 
supporting her growing family, gave up so much of 
her time to co-ordinate events for the village, including 
the Village Hall, School and Brassington Carnival 
– enjoying many great years when she was on the 
committee involved with the ‘after entertainment’ 
including charity football matches and It’s a Knockout 
Competition, which she organised with Barry Rippon. 
This became a much loved annual event for many 
years, along with the annual Car Treasure Hunt.

In the seventies, following Pat’s great love of horses, 
the first Brassington Horse Show started down on the 
Village Green, which she organised with Julie Flinders 
(nee Heathcote) and Beryl Bigland. This Show expanded 
and moved to Middle Lane, where an Horticultural and 
Dog Show were added, with competitors coming from 
miles around. Pat and Julie then started to run regular 
Riding Club Shows down on the Green, and eventually 
when alternative land was sourced at Longcliffe, the 
Brassington District Riding Club (BDRC) was formed. 
This also grew with regular Club Shows and eventually 
transferred to Curzon Lodge, Longcliffe where a Cross 
Country Course was added.

In the early eighties, Pat and Charles made their final 
move after renovating a barn at Shellboards Farm on 
West End, doing much of the conversion themselves. 
Pat continued her involvement in Brassington Parish 
Council – as a Councillor, Chairperson, and then took 
the role of the Parish Clerk serving for over thirty 
years. In addition, Pat helped with the British Legion, 
Church, Methodist Chapel and latterly with the 
Environmental Committee helping with projects like 
the Village Green, Middle Lane Pond and Wirksworth 
Dale improvements, to name but a few.

The great outdoors, horses, people and Brassington 
were in Pat’s blood and she was an inspiration to 
everyone who knew her, and will be greatly missed. 
As a community, we will do all we are able to continue 
the projects and activities which were important to her.

A tribute to Pat Horrocks, a truly dedicated pillar of the community

A tribute to 

Pat Horrocks 
a truly dedicated pillar of the community
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Brassington Local Environment Group
Thanks from the Environment Group – to the 18 brilliant volunteers and the schoolchildren who did the litter pick 
in the first week in November despite the weather and helped to keep Brassington and its countryside clean and 
green, and to the 5 muddy stalwarts who over the autumn cleared much of the invasive grass from the Village 
Pond, and weeded and planted the flowerbed for next year. You know who you all are – many thanks!”

Brassington Village Map Project
The Brassington Village Map Project is now up and running. A committee has been formed and a local graphic 
designer has been commissioned to produce the artwork. The next task is to secure some funding for the 
project. Various options are being explored including the possibility of acquiring some sponsorship from local 
businesses. Anyone interested in sponsoring this exciting village project please contact Josie Ripon 540512 or 
Sue Genders 540242. All sponsor names will be included on the map.

Letters
Having now left the village after 27 years, I would like to express my appreciation for the kindness and friendship 
of so many people in the village. Both Sue and I tried to make a contribution to village life and it was more than 
returned to us in so many ways. Brassington is indeed a very special place. Thank you.

Jonathan Grant-Nicholas

THE BOULES WILL BE ROLLING AGAIN NEXT YEAR  
AT YE OLDE GATE INNE

The Derbyshire Dales Boules League playing season starts to 
roll again on Sunday 5th April to go through to Sunday 13th 
September 2020 – to include 14 league fixtures and different 
cup rounds, with six team members needed for each match.

Please let Mel or Tony (540 448) know if you would like to 
be part of the team (the more people the better). Matches 
generally start at 6.00 pm for great competitive, and fun, 
Sunday evenings.

Local Environment Group | Village Map Project | Letters
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Brownies went for it this summer 
making the most of the end of our 
national programme, as the new one 
started in September. We did the 
Road Safety Badge, the Fire Safety 
badge (with a visit to Wirksworth 
Fire Station), and the Brownie Skills 
Badge, including a fun wide game 
on the Recreation Ground.

We had an exciting term this 
summer, with Guides, doing 
the world Surf Smart badge 
about internet use and safety, 
trying filtering water and the 
Fire Safety Badge, followed by 
lots of outdoor adventure. This 
included Patrols learning about 
and building fires, designing a 
meal and cooking it on campfires, 
putting up tents on the Recreation 
Ground, and baking interesting 
bread from scratch. They gained 
their level 3 Camp skills badge.

Our biggest outdoor adventure was 
our trip to Charnwood International 
Scout and Guide Camp near Ashby-
de-la-Zouch. The weather was 
awful, with 2 months of rain falling 
in 3 days. Sites were under inches 
of water, and the clay soil turned 
to mud. The camp was closed 3 
days early, but we only missed one 
day as our equipment was sturdy 

and waterproof. The activities were 
exciting, including an off-site water 
activities day, and things like escape 
rooms and hammocks, printing, 
STEM, go-karts, climbing and free 
fall stunting.

Our other big adventure was starting 
a new Ranger Unit for girls aged 14 
to 18. The Rangers are getting used 
to planning their own programme, 
including doing our new level 5 
Lead skills badge led by the Army 
at Chillwell Barracks in Nottingham, 
and a trip to Derby Roller World.

We want to say a big thank you 
to everyone who responded 
to our appeal for help in the 
Banter, including the Wind farm 
grant via the Parish Council, and 
lots of individuals who donated 
requipment or money. You can see 
the difference the event tent made 
to us, with the additional donation 
of a zip-in groundsheet. At one 
point we patted it and it rippled! 
We’ve booked to go to Peak Camp 
in Chatsworth Park next year with 
15 guides and 3 Canadian visitors.

Wendy Slater, Leader

1st Brassington  
Brownies, Guides and Rangers

1st Brassington Brownies, Guides and Rangers
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What’s New at Brassington Primary School
This term we welcomed 9 new reception children to 
the Dragon’s class together with a new class teacher 
– Miss Bridge. We have begun Swimming Lessons for 
Years 2, 3 & 4 at the Arc Leisure Centre in Matlock on 
Thursday afternoons. The swimming lessons will run 
until February half term holiday. Everyone is enjoying 
the Monday lunchtime Singing Club which began with 
Miss Bridge for Year 1 to Year 6. Please let the office 
know if your child would like to attend.

After half term the Dragons began a weekly infant 
library session on a Friday afternoon. Parents, 
grandparents, siblings etc. are invited to come to school 
at 2.30pm to look through some books with their child 
and at 3pm they will have a whole class/parent story. If 
any parents would like to volunteer to read a class story, 
please speak to Miss Bridge who will set up a rota, you 
don’t have to come every week if you are not able to.

One of the first trips in the school year was the Griffins 
Y 5 & 6 visiting Cromford Mill as part of their topic 
about local history. Here is an account of their visit:

Extraordinary Cromford
Their topic work is based on Cromford and the mills 
both before and during the period when Sir Richard 
Arkwright developed the cotton mills. When the children 
arrived, they had to dress up as someone working in the 
mills. Some of the jobs were: a picker, a maid, a piecer, a 
messenger and a scavenger. The children participated in 
a wide range of activities, including: signing an indenture; 
carding, spinning and weaving. 

Aimée, a student who went on the trip, happily 
agreed to say what she thought about the day, 
“Wow! What a trip it was! I learnt so much about 
Cromford in the 1770s. At first, the clothes felt weird 
because we had to wear a bonnet, a skirt a double-
sided apron and a shawl, but after a while they felt 
normal.” Also, the Year 5/6 teacher, Mrs Morris, said 
‘The children loved it! Some of them even said they 
wanted to go again. The trip was both educational 
and fun-filled.’ There we have it – it seems to me that 
this is a great school trip for anyone. I am positive that 
the children would recommend it. 

Later The Griffins studied William Blake’s poem, 
Jerusalem, and then wrote their own poem using his 
style but about their current topic: Richard Arkwright 
and the history of Cromford. Here it is:

In the mills

And did the children in the mills, 
Run free upon our pleasant land? 

Or were they whipped until they bled, 
Then fell asleep with blistered hands?

And did the children wonder then, 
If this was right and truly fair? 

And did the people start to fight, 
To show how much they care?

By Daphne, Isabel, Aimee and Lucas

Brassington 
Primary 

School

Brassington Primary School
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Our Two Great Brassington Pubs 
The Olde Gate Inne

Customers at The Olde Gate can look forward to a full 
programme of events this Christmas and New Year. 
The festivities start with turning on the lights of an 
enormous Christmas tree outside the pub on Sunday 
1 December. 

Inside the pub, customers can post Christmas cards to 
their friends in Brassington using the Christmas card 
box provided by Jan Meads. The same day sees the 
start of the Christmas menu. Running until Monday 
23 December, any two courses of traditional Christmas 
fayre are £19.95 with three courses for £24.95. Meat, 
fish and vegetarian options are all available. 

Of course, Christmas would not be Christmas without 
a traditional carol service around the tree, organised 
by Jenny Jack, on Thursday 19th December at 6pm. 
Throughout December, while stocks last, customers 
can stock up on homemade Christmas pickles courtesy 
of Phil and Annie Moran. All proceeds go in aid of 
St Oswald’s Hospital in Ashbourne, in memory of 
landlady Mel’s mum Pauline Maddocks and the loving 
care she received there. Prices start at £2. The Gate 

will also hold a Christmas Draw, winners announced 
on Christmas Eve. On Christmas Day the pub will be 
open for drinks from 12 noon until 2pm. 

After Christmas the festivities continue with an extra 
special New Year Dinner on Saturday 28 December. 
Three full courses including main course choices of 
venison or salmon fillet, plus coffee and mints, cost 
only £25.95. Booking essential. 

The seasonal celebrations culminate in a free buffet 
and disco by in-house DJ MC Cash on New Year’s Eve, 
Tuesday 31 December.

The Miners Arms

We would like to thank everyone who has made us 
feel so very welcome since we’ve been at the Miners. 
We hope people have liked the changes we’ve made 
to the inside and outside of the pub. While trying to 
preserve its well-loved features. 

We are now preparing lovely traditional food fresh on 
site and we’re happy to speak with you about your 
food preferences. We have a lovely suite and B&B 
rooms available now. We are dog friendly and have 
treats and water for them in the bar. 

Please enquire about our Christmas menu and 
bookings. For opening times, entertainments and 
events for November and December please see the 
poster in the foyer. If you’re alone or just the two of 
you and you’d like to join our family and friends for 
Christmas Dinner, please enquire with Sedge and Kate. 

We will be having a Glamour and Glitz party for 
New Year (Casino Royale). Looking forward to seeing 
you for the Festive Season.

Sedge and Kate

DECEMBER 2019 OPENING TIMES
Saturday 21st 12 noon
Sunday 22nd 12 noon
Monday 23rd 3pm
Christmas Eve 24th 3pm
Christmas Day 25th 11.30am – 2pm
Boxing Day 26th 12 noon – 9pm
Friday 27th 12 noon
Saturday 28th 12 noon
Sunday 29th 12 noon
Monday 30th 3pm
New Year’s Eve 31st 3pm – 12.01
JANUARY 2020 OPENING TIMES
Wednesday 1st 3pm
Thursday 2nd 12 noon

Our Two Great Brassington Pubs

Miners Arms update following the recent sale of the pub to Admiral Taverns …  
There will be no changes for at least three months, and Kate and Sedge are fighting to stay.
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Allotments Darren Rippon 540348

Avon Representative Julie Kirkham 540519

Brassington Bus Service               Hulley’s Coaches 01246 582246 www.hulleys-of-baslow.co.uk

Brassington FC Jo Wragg 540676 jojo.karl@hotmail.co.uk

Brasson Banter Heather Leach 540801 brassonbanter@gmail.com

Brownies/Guides June Baldwin 540818

Citizens Advice 0300 456 8390 / 
01629 823721

http://www.ddcab.org.uk/

Derbyshire Connect Bus 01335 342951 bookings@derbyshireconnect.org.uk

Fish/Game Van R.G.Morris 01298 72458 (in Brassington 4pm Friday)

Grocery Van A.R.Bentley 01335 343641 (in Brassington Tuesday pm Greenway 
3pm and then Maddock Lake 3.30pm).

Local Environment Group Roger Jackson 540801 rogjackson6@gmail.com

Milk delivery Paul Johnson 01246 861087 / 
07974 527096

Miners Arms Niall (Sedge) 
Sedgewick and 
Kate Harvey

540222

Neighbourhood Watch Sandra Atkinson 540628

Netball Sam Mason 540520

Newspapers Peter-MSR News 01335 343943 msrashbourne@gmail.com

Over 60s Liz Fargent 540469

Parish Council Clerk Lesley Brown brassingtonclerk@gmail.com

PCSO 4495 Jo Dales Non-emergency 
number:

101 Address: Ashbourne Enquiry Office, 
Compton Road, Ashbourne, DE6 1BX

Peak Advertiser Finn Everest 540959

Pre-school Andrea Brandon 540855 brassingtonpre-school@gmail.com

PTA (FOBS) Louise McKeown 540498 lemck@btinternet.com

Royal British Legion Liz Fargent 540469 brassingtonroyalbritishlegion@gmail.com

Recreation Ground Jo Wragg 540676 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

MUGA bookings Sam Mason 540520 brassingtonrgca@outlook.com

School Sara Griffiths 540212 www.brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk 
enquiries@brassington.derbyshire.sch.uk

St James’ Churchwarden June Baldwin 540818

St James’ Newsletter Caroline Prince 540475 carrod.prince@btinternet.com

St James’ PCC Secretary Louise Oram 540597 LouOram@aol.com

St James’ Rector Canon David Truby 822858

Tea and Toast Volunteers 540924 walshmichelle5@aol.com

Village Hall bookings Melissa Barron 540368

Village Hall fundraising Terri Barron

Village website www.brassington.org.uk

Whist Drive Von Maddocks 540251

Ye Olde Gate Inne Mel and Tony 540448 www.theoldegateinne.co.uk

To be included in this list, please send in details of your group to carrod.prince@btinternet.com (or see back page).

Useful Contacts
Useful Contacts
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YE OLDE GATE INNE
brassington

01629 540448
---------------

Fine Dining – Booking Recommended
---------------

Opening Times

Monday – closed lunchtime except Bank Holidays but open for evening meals
Tuesday - Thursday – Lunchtime 12.00 noon - 3.00pm

Monday - Thursday – Evenings 5.00pm - 11.00pm
Friday, Saturday and Sunday – 12.00 noon - 11.00pm

Winner of The Good Pub Guide 2017
‘Most Unspoilt Pub In The Country’ oldgateinnbrassington.co.uk

Pail End
A Holiday Let for Two
Kathy & Richard 540943

Pilates with Louise
Pilates with Louise on Thursday’s restart on 

6 September from 6.45pm - 7.45pm in Brassington 
Village Hall. Weekly classes also in Cromford, 

Kirk Ireton Rowsley & Darley Abbey. New classes 
in Sally Montague Studio in Ashbourne. 

Contact Louise Patterson  
Body Control Pilates® Qualified Instructor 

Tel: 01629 540498 / 07973 824884 

www.lppilatesderbyshire.co.uk fb/lppilatesderbyshire

YOUR ADVERT HERE
Contact Sue Genders 540242

DOG GROOMING
Salon Qualified professional
Local friendly dog grooming service
All shapes and sizes catered for
Contact me for prices and information
Caroline 07814033036

– Liam Delaney –
Dry Stone Walling

I have five years experience and offer free estimates. 
I can build new walls or repair old collapsed walls, 

including repairing gaps. 
As the saying goes, no job too small!!

Liam Delaney
Home: 01629 540970  Mobile: 07872490521

Email: lddrystonewalling@gmail.com
Web: www.liamdelaneydrystonewalling.co.uk

Adverts for sale/wanted and announcements are free to residents

Adverts

SPENCER BROS (1903) BRASSINGTON LTD
Overfields Quarry, Hipley Lane, Brassington, Derbyhire DE4 4HP

Telephone 01629 540 270 (Office Hours)
sales@spencerbros1903.co.uk   www.spencerbros1903.com

Suppliers of 
SMOKELESS OVALS / HOUSE DOUBLES

Delivered in 20kg Bags, Loose Loads or Bulk Bags
Customer Collections by prior arrangements

COMMUNITY FUND

Support by

Making a difference
together
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Old Farmhouse Furniture

BesPoKe KitChens
BesPoKe Bedrooms
BesPoKe Furniture

enquiries@oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk
www.oldfarmhousefurniture.co.uk

Andrew Marshall
Unit 8, Miners Hill

Brassington
Derbyshire, DE4 4HA

T: 01629 540644
F: 01629 540338

Advertsfor business ads and sponsorship contact Sue Genders 540242

Adverts

 
R.P. GEORGE LTD 

AGRICULTURAL MERCHANTS,  
IRONMONGERS, SEED & TIMBERS 

SUPPLIERS 

* GATES * FENCING * TIMBER * 

* GARDEN & HAND TOOLS * SIGNS * 

* FEED EQUIPMENT * ANIMAL FEED * 

* PROTECTIVE CLOTHING * 

* OILS *  LUBRICANTS *  

*** DELIVERY AVAILABLE *** 
Bramshall Industrial Estate, Uttoxeter, 

Staffordshire, ST14 8TD 

Telephone:   01889 562017 
Email:   rpgeorgeltd1@gmail.com 

Website:  www.rpgeorge.co.uk 

Oliver Beresford

Builder 
& Plasterer

07713 049 493 /  
01629 540 332
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The Back Page

Editorial Policy:

We welcome news, views and 
articles on any interesting topic, 
provided that they are not 
anonymous, libellous or offensive.

The views expressed in 
articles or advertisements are 
not necessarily those of the 
editorial team.

Items may be condensed 
where necessary.

Parish Newsletter 
Publication schedule:

Jan & Feb, Apr & May,  
Jul & Aug, Oct & Nov

The deadline for inclusion in 
January’s Parish Newsletter is 
Monday 16th December 2019.

Please send or drop items 
and dates to Caroline Prince, 
Red Lion Hill. Tel: 540475 Email: 
carrod.prince@btinternet.com

Brasson Banter  
Publication schedule:

Mar, Jun, Sep, Dec

The deadline for inclusion in 
the March Brasson Banter is 
Saturday 1st February 2020.

Send to: the editor, preferably 
by email in MS Word: 
brassonbanter@gmail.com 
or drop off at Vine Cottage, 
Town Street.

Brasson Banter  
Editorial Team:

Heather Leach 540801
Sue Genders 540242
Jacqui Lansley 540968
Michelle Walsh 540737
Caroline Prince 540475
Andy Peace 540785
Philip Buckley 540317
Anna McGuire 540924

Brasson Banter

The Banter is produced and 
distributed by volunteers from 
the village. If you have a small 
amount of time, we’d love to 
hear from you. If you have ideas 
for articles, could help put the 
newsletter together, or just want 
tell us what you think, email 
brassonbanter@gmail.com or give 
us a call. No experience necessary

Tea and Toast

Tea and Toast Thursdays, where 
people love to get together 
and have a catch up, is run by 
volunteers from the village. 
If you could spare a couple of 
hours one Thursday every few 
months or if you think you 
could email volunteers with the 
rota every so often, give us a 
give us a call 540469 or email 
elspethfargent@gmail.com

Leftover(s) Christmas Pud Trifle

Ingredients
• 400g/14oz leftover Christmas 

pudding (about half a large 
pudding)

• 2 tbsp sherry
• 400g tin pears (drained) 
• 500g/1lb 2oz ready-made 

custard
• 150g/5½oz mascarpone
• 300ml/10fl oz whipping or 

double cream
• 1 leftover Xmas solidish 

Chocolate! 
• handful of flaked almonds or any 

leftover nuts (optional)

Method
1. Break the Christmas pudding 

into chunks and place it in the 
bottom of a trifle bowl in an 
even layer. Sprinkle over the 
sherry and 1 tablespoon of the 
pear juice.

2. Drain the pears and cut each one 
in half, then layer them on top of 
the pud.

3. Beat together the custard and 
mascarpone and spoon on top of 
the pears.

4. Whisk the cream until soft peaks 
form, then spoon it onto the 
custard. Finely grate over the 
chocolate and sprinkle over the 
flaked almonds/nuts, if using.

Thank you:

Brasson Banter would like  
to thank our sponsors:

Robinsons Longcliffe Ltd,  
Ben Bennett Jnr Ltd,  
Spencer Bros. (1903) Ltd,  
Longcliffe Quarries Ltd


